[bookmark: _GoBack]Some simple definitions to help us understand Scripture:

Saints are always those who are saved, and 
Sinners in Scripture refers to those who are not saved, or to saints in the past tense.
	Although saints will sin unintentionally, they do not practice sin.  1 John 3:4—10 
Brothers refers to others who are saved; 			We love them as Jesus loves us.
Neighbors are everyone with whom we come in contact.	We love them as we love ourselves.
Soul is one’s intellect and personality; the soul is immortal from conception;   while
Spirit is one’s connection to God, who is Spirit.  
	An unsaved person’s spirit is dead, but he has a soul which is under judgment.

Fear of the LORD, which is the beginning of wisdom, is
	acknowledgement (agreeing with true knowledge about God), and
	reverence (for God and His word), which lead to submission and repentance.
Faith is God’s enabling power in our lives.  
The faith is sound doctrine based on the person and teachings of Jesus and Scripture.
Grace is God’s sovereign disposition to grant favor—that which is beneficial, 
	particularly with reference to salvation from the guilt of sin.
Mercy is God’s action to relieve the miseries of sin, very closely related to grace.
	There is no hard line between grace and mercy; they often overlap.
Hope is a guaranteed expectation:  guaranteed by the word of God. 
Lovingkindness is love plus grace—God’s love for those who are His.

Salvation may refer to justification, sanctification, and/or glorification.
Righteousness is a “God” word which cannot apply to anyone who is not in Christ.
Holiness is also a “God” word which refers to purity, perfection and otherness.

Anger is attributed to God concerning sin—God is slow to anger and abounding in lovingkindness.
Wrath is God’s anger plus judgment.  Christ has saved believers from the wrath of God. Rom. 5:9
Punishment is God’s justice for every sin.  Jesus took the punishment for each believer.
Discipline is teaching from a loving heavenly Father for the benefit of His children.  Heb. 12:4—8 
	A disciple is one who is being taught, a follower.

God’s sovereignty:  God reigns/rules everything, no exceptions.
God’s will:  Those things which please God. “Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.”

To glorify God is to reveal or demonstrate something true about Him.
	Whatever we do should be to glorify God.  1 Cor. 10:31 
	We are glorified when Jesus is fully revealed/demonstrated in us (conformed to His image)
Blasphemy is to deny or disgrace God—the opposite of glorify—
		attributing to God what is not His or failing to attribute to God what is His.
	Believers can blaspheme God’s name by their bad behavior	   
		James 2:6—7, 1 Tim. 1:18—20, Rom. 2:22—24, 1 Tim. 1:12—13 
	Jesus was falsely accused of blasphemy when He forgave sins (as God).	Matt. 9:2—3
	Because the work of the Holy Spirit is to convict the world of sin, righteousness and judgment,
		(John 16:8—11),  to deny or disgrace His work, resulting in no repentance, 
		is the unforgivable sin.  Matt. 12:31—32; Mark 3:28—29; Luke 12:10 
		There is NO disconnect between forgiveness and repentance.  
