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Introduction and Historical Context

While the exact chronology is disputed due to early dating problems, there is a reliable sequence of events which will help us put our study in historical perspective.  Generally, we understand Israel's history, beginning with Abraham, to follow this time sequence:

1950-1700 BC		Age of the Patriarchs:  Abraham, Isaac and Jacob
1700-1446		Joseph and sojourn in Egypt
1446-1051		Exodus, Conquest of Canaan and era of the Judges
1051-1011		King Saul
1011-  971		King David
  971-  931		King Solomon
  931			Divided Kingdom, Israel under Jeroboam and Judah under Rehoboam
  722			Israel taken captive by Assyria
  586			Judah taken captive by Babylon
  516			Judah returns from exile to rebuild Jerusalem and the Temple
  400			Malachi, the last prophet

David is mentioned 45 times in the New Testament.  These references include
The genealogy of Jesus			Matt. 1:6, 17; Luke 3:31; John 7:42
Jesus called son of David			Matt. 9:27; 15:22; 20:30-31; 21:9, 15; Mark 11:10; etc.
Ate bread intended for priests only		Matt.12:3-4; Mark 2:25-26; Luke 6:3-4
Called the Messiah Lord			Matt. 22:41-45; Mark 12:35-37; Luke 20:41-44
Messiah born in his city			Luke 2:11
Messianic prophecy of David			Acts 2:26-36; Acts 4:25-26
Found favor in God's sight			Acts 7:46
God's own heart				Acts 13:22
Died and saw corruption			Acts 13:34-37
Christ of  his seed according to the flesh	Rom. 1:3; 2 Tim. 2:8
Spoke of God's grace and blessings		Rom. 4:6-8
Prophesied concerning Israel			Rom. 11:9-10
Psalms quoted					Heb. 4:7
Example of faith				Heb. 11:32
Jesus has the key of David			Rev. 3:7
Jesus, the Root of David			Rev. 5:5; 22:16

The life of David is recorded beginning in 1 Samuel 16 through 1 Kings 2.  Israel's history was given to the generation which left captivity headed back to Jerusalem in 1 and 2 Chronicles, which repeats and enriches what is given in Samuel and Kings.  Of the 150 Psalms, 73 were written by David and can often be closely or directly connected to the events in his life.  The Books of Samuel chronicle Samuel's life but it is unlikely that he wrote them.  It seems probable that they were written by two other prophets of his time, Nathan and Gad.  1  Chron. 29:29.  The Books of Kings are considered to have been written by Jeremiah while in exile in Babylon.  Ezra is traditionally identified as the author of the Books of Chronicles.  Both Kings and Chronicles were written to inform the generation who would return from exile of their history.
Some historical background:  After Joshua's death and during the period of the judges, about 300 years, Israel was fragmented with various judges rising to power in different sections of the country.  Israel was vulnerable to attacks from neighboring nations and there were disputes among the tribes.  
The people, who were supposed to be united under the rule of Jehovah, rejected Him as their king and demanded that they be given an earthly king to judge them like other nations.  Moses had prophesied that the day would come when Israel would demand a king, and God gave them rules for kings in Deut. 17:14-20.  Through Samuel God sent them a warning about kings, 1 Samuel 8:7-18. 
 
Rules for Kings								Deut. 17:14-20
When you enter the land which the LORD your God gives you, and you possess it and live in it, 	
	and you say, "I will set a king over me like all the nations who are around me," 
you shall surely set a king over you whom the LORD your God chooses,
one from among your countrymen you shall set as king over yourselves; 
	you may not put a foreigner over yourselves who is not your countryman.
Moreover, he shall not multiply horses for himself, nor shall he cause the people to return to 	
	Egypt to multiply horses, since the LORD has said to you, "You shall never again return 	
	that way."  
He shall not multiply wives for himself, or else his heart will turn away; 
	nor shall he greatly increase silver and gold for himself.
Now it shall come about when he sits on the throne of his kingdom, 
he shall write for himself a copy of this law on a scroll in the presence of the Levitical priests.  
	It shall be with him and he shall read it all the days of his life, 
	that he may learn to fear the LORD his God, by carefully observing all the words of this 	
	law and these statutes, that his heart may not be lifted up above his countrymen and that 	
	he may not turn aside from the commandment, to the right or the left, 
	so that he and his sons may continue long in his kingdom in the midst of Israel.

Warnings Concerning Kings						1 Sam. 8:7, 10-18
The LORD said to Samuel, "Listen to the voice of the people in regard to all that they say to you, 	for they have not rejected you, but they have rejected Me from being king over them."
So Samuel spoke all the words of the LORD to the people who had asked of him a king.  
He said, "This will be the procedure of the king who will reign over you:  
He will take your sons and place them for himself in his chariots and among his horsemen and 	
	they will run before his chariots.  
He will also take your daughters for perfumers and cooks and bakers.
He will take the best of your fields and your vineyards and your olive groves 
	and give them to his servants.
He will take a tenth of your seed and your vineyards and give to his officers and to his servants.
He will also take your male servants and your female servants and your best young men 
	and your donkeys and use them for his work.
He will take a tenth of your flocks, and you yourselves will become his servants.
Then you will cry out in that day because of your king whom you have chosen for yourselves,
	but the LORD will not answer you in that day.

Solomon  understood the responsibilities of  being king:  It is an abomination for kings to commit 	wicked acts, for a throne is established on righteousness.		Prov. 16:12
Perhaps a good way to begin a study of King David is to begin with the prophet Samuel.  His mother Hannah deeply desired a child and prayed fervently when the family went from Ephraim to the Tabernacle in Shiloh to worship where Eli served as priest.  God answered her prayer and she named her son Samuel, which means "asked of the LORD."  Samuel was dedicated to God, and when he was weaned from his mother she brought him to Eli, the High Priest, where he would grow up before the LORD.  While the lineage of Samuel is not absolutely clear for there are several men in Scripture named Elkanah, Samuel's father, and they all seem to be Levites making Samuel of the priestly line.  

Eli's sons were worthless and did not know the LORD, and it was the LORD who called Samuel to succeed Eli.  Samuel's acceptance into priestly service in Shiloh would confirm him as a Levite.  God's messages through him would confirm him as a prophet.  After Israel's defeat by the Philistines, Samuel was not heard from for about 20 years but would call Israel to repentance and serve as judge in the land.  Samuel ruled over and led the religious affairs of the nation.

The people demanded their first king, and God appointed Saul, a Benjaminite who was tall and handsome.  1 Sam. 9: 2, 16  God gave the people the king they wanted, and Saul was anointed king over Israel by Samuel, the Spirit of the LORD was on him, and his heart was changed.  1 Sam. 10:1, 6, 9.    Saul would govern Israel for 40 years.  During that time Saul would win many battles, yet he would disobey God and his kingdom given to another.  1 Sam. 15:24-28.   Saul was plagued by self doubt, melancholy and opposition from within the nation.

As Saul's reign declined, God was raising up David, a man after God's own heart, to rule over Israel.  David would marry Saul's daughter, Michal, and become great friends with Saul's son, Jonathan.  Although David had been anointed by Samuel as the next king over Israel, David did not take the throne by force and refused to harm Saul.  Following Samuel's death, David would become king after Saul and his three sons died in battle with the Philistines, 1 Sam. 31.  These and following events will be studied as we continue.

During the kingships of David and Solomon, Israel reached its peak in both territory and prominence.  However, Israel never fully occupied the land given by God.  Gen. 15:18-21; Num. 34:1-12.

What can be learned by studying the life of David, a poet, musician, shepherd, warrior and great leader?
	David knew his LORD and his heart overflowed with praise.
	David was a man after God's own heart, yet seriously flawed.  
		Is he an example for all godly people who fail?
	God's covenant with David foretold a King who would reign forever.
	It is from David's royal line of descendants that the Messiah would be born.
Our attention during this course will be to learn more about what is revealed through David about God.  
Through Jeremiah God lamented over Judah, "for My people are foolish, they know Me not; they are stupid children and have no understanding, . . ." Jer. 4:22   Like the psalmist, our desire is to "know that You alone, whose name is the LORD, are the Most High over all the earth."  Psa. 83:18

Christians are defined by our love for God and others, by lives guided by wisdom from God, and by strength of character and purpose.  There is peace in the present and confidence in the future based on knowledge of God's word and experiences of life in Christ.  As we mature in faith we can live with 
no fear, no worries, no doubts.
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