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Col 3:1 If then you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.

Col 3:2 Set your mind on the things above, not on the things that are on earth.

Col 3:3 For you have died and your life is hidden with Christ in God.

Col 3:4 When Christ, who is our life, is revealed, then you also will be revealed with Him in glory.

Some translations start the first verse with “Since” rather than with “If” and, in context, that is probably a better word usage for Paul does not doubt that they are children of God.  He is stating that, as a child of God, they should be seeking heavenly things while living on earth in a fleshly body.  The tense of the word “keep” is present perfect meaning that they should always be seeking the things above.  This seeking should characterize our life all the time.  Saying that we have been raised up with Christ can refer to two different events or both simultaneously.  Remember that this is a continuous letter so we can refer back to “chapter two” and see that he referred to baptism as a symbol of our having died to our old life and raised to walk a new life with Christ.  So the reference to being raised up with Christ can refer to our new walk in the world as a child of God with our sin nature removed.  This reference can also refer to our having been spiritually placed in the Kingdom of Heaven as Paul also stated in another letter:
Eph 2:4-7 But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us 5even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), 6and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places, in Christ Jesus, 7in order that in the ages to come He might show the surpassing riches of His grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.

Because of Paul’s statement in Eph 2:6, I prefer to take the meaning of his writing to the church at Colossae to have both meanings.  We have been raised to walk a new life with our physical body and we have been spiritually raised to heaven and seated with Him there.  One day this latter reality will be revealed fully to us and others.  The writer to the Hebrews referred to us having an anchor set in heaven:
Heb 6:19-20 This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, a hope both sure and steadfast and one which enters within the veil, 20where Jesus has entered as a forerunner for us, having become a high priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek.

I like to think of this anchor as having a lifeline attached to our soul so that when we die we are then securely withdrawn into heaven.  This anchor is permanent of the child of God and so is part of our assurance of our salvation.  
Since we have such a blessing we should certainly be continually seeking applications of heavenly things on earth.  We do not retreat from the world but we more fully participate in it as children of God.  Jesus prayed to the Father for us in our present condition:

John 17:15-16 "I do not ask Thee to take them out of the world, but to keep them from the evil one. 16They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world.

Jesus did not ask the Father to take us out of the world but to protect us while we are here.  He also said that we are no longer of the world, just as He at the time of His physical presence on earth was also not of the world.  Being “of the world” means to be of one essence with the world’s system and we, like Jesus, are no longer of that system.  To set our minds on the things of heaven means that our reference frame is no longer the earth but heaven.  As stated, we do not retreat from the world but our reference point is no longer here.  Whatever we do in the world should be done knowing that we serve the Lord Jesus Christ and we should always obey His commands and always be subject to His rule.  We should always think of ourselves as simultaneously being in heaven and on earth but our allegiance must always be to God: 
Matt 6:10 'Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, On earth as it is in heaven.
We no longer live on this earth as though that is all that there is.  We know that reality (what lasts forever) is already present in heaven and we must see all that we do here in the light of that reality.  We do not make the earthly goals our main focus.  All that is alien to Jesus should be alien to us.  

Saying that our life is hidden with Christ in God means that God no longer sees us as sinners since our sins have been paid for by Christ and we have His holiness entered into our account instead of our sinful life:

2Cor 5:21 He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.

Paul also gave us this assurance of Christ being our life in his letter to the church at Rome:

Rom 8:10-11 And if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, yet the spirit is alive because of righteousness. 11But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who indwells you.

In verse four, Paul is referring to the Second Coming of our Lord, or the Parousia.  This event will be the glorious return of Jesus and we also will be seen in glory.  Our glorious heavenly state is even partly hidden from us but at that time we will be totally seen in glory just as Jesus:
1John 3:2 Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we shall be. We know that, when He appears, we shall be like Him, because we shall see Him just as He is.

What a glorious time that will be!  If you are still seated at this news you need to get up and shout!  

Col 3:5 Therefore consider the members of your earthly body as dead to immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed, which amounts to idolatry.

Col 3:6 For it is on account of these things that the wrath of God will come,

Col 3:7 and in them you also once walked, when you were living in them.

Because of all that we have just mined, this “therefore” should be obvious for us.  With such a glorious future in mind we should easily be shucking off the sinful nature that is still present with us.  A Christian is a new creature living in a new land and it takes time to acclimate to that new land.  We also have the disadvantage of still having our feet on the world and a sin nature that has not been totally eliminated.  When Paul says that we are to consider ourselves dead to those deeds he is using a very strong Greek word, “nekrosate”.  You may recognize the first part of the word for we speak of necrosis when applied to flesh or organs that are in a state of death.  The word literally means to “make dead” so we are not just to suppress or control our evil thoughts and attitudes and actions.  We are to make them dead so that they no longer influence our behavior.  John makes the distinction between those who practice righteousness and those who practice lawlessness clear: 
1John 3:7-10 Little children, let no one deceive you; the one who practices righteousness is righteous, just as He is righteous; 8the one who practices sin is of the devil; for the devil has sinned from the beginning. The Son of God appeared for this purpose, that He might destroy the works of the devil. 9No one who is born of God practices sin, because His seed abides in him; and he cannot sin, because he is born of God. 10By this the children of God and the children of the devil are obvious: anyone who does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor the one who does not love his brother.

This is, of course, impossible for us to accomplish on our own.  As Paul wrote elsewhere, we have this new life by the power of the Holy Spirit:

Rom 8:13 for if you are living according to the flesh, you must die; but if by the Spirit you are putting to death the deeds of the body, you will live.

Gal 5:25 If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit.
Paul’s list of grievous sins is not complete but only illustrative of the sins that still lurk within our sinful nature.  All of the examples, except the last one, are of sexual nature.  The last vice translates a Greek word that means “wanting more” and in a ruthless sense that is stronger than the English equivalent.  Such a desire is called idolatry because it substitutes things and self-interest in place of God.  
One driving reason to put off these sins is that the eschatological wrath of God will fall upon those who practice such sins.  

Nah 1:2 A jealous and avenging God is the Lord; The Lord is avenging and wrathful. The Lord takes vengeance on His adversaries, And He reserves wrath for His enemies.

John 3:36 "He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him."

We, because of the love of Christ, are saved from this wrath:

Rom 5:9 Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from the wrath of God through Him.

The second reason we should be making such actions dead is that they characterize our former life, which is now past.  We indeed did walk in them for walking means that such were a way of life for us.  “Living in them” indicates that they characterized our attitudes and mind-set or our heart being set on such things.  We were totally devoid of any Godly characteristics when God chose us:

Eph 2:1-3 And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, 2in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience. 3Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest.

Eph 2:4-5 But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us 5even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved),

Col 3:8 But now you also, put them all aside: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and abusive speech from your mouth.

Col 3:9 Do not lie to one another, since you laid aside the old self with its evil practices,

Col 3:10 and have put on the new self who is being renewed to a true knowledge according to the image of the One who created him

Col 3:11 --a renewal in which there is no distinction between Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave and freeman, but Christ is all, and in all.

The sins mentioned by Paul previously had to do with impurity and covetousness.  These sins are of attitude and speech.  The picture painted by Paul when he says “put them all aside” is that of someone taking off a filthy garment and tossing it into a fire.  We should so regard all of our sins.  Anger seems to refer to those feelings within and wrath to the out bursting of that anger toward someone or something.  Malice refers to a vicious disposition that leads to some sort of physical injury of another person whereas slander is a similar mental cause of injury to a person’s reputation.  Abusive speech or filthy language refers to speaking that harms someone.  We can also refer to the book of James for the dangers of a tongue not under control of the Spirit.  Lying is treated separately from the other outward signs of a sinful nature probably because dealing with it is so difficult.  We can not trust someone that we know is prone to lie either explicitly or implicitly.  It also reveals a person who is insecure with his identity and if he is unsure of his identity then we also are unsure as to who he really is. 
Although lying is treated separately, the rest of the three verses are connected.  We put all of those evil actions and thoughts aside like a filthy garment because we are in the process of making them dead AND putting on a new, glorious garment.  Of course we never are able to totally remove that old filthy garment and put on the new, totally white garment.  As long as we live in this world we will be involved in this undressing and redressing as indicated by the following diagram showing the removal of the Adam nature and the adding of the Christ nature:
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Note that Paul says we are being renewed to a true knowledge of God who created us (note the personal pronouns can be misleading).  The knowledge is true because it is from reality (God’s realm) and because it is based upon the image that God has for our new self.  He goes on to state that this renewal has no basis upon the physical origin of the individual.  The groups mentioned cover national privilege (Greek or Jew), ceremonial standing (circumcised or uncircumcised), culture (barbarian or Scythian), and social cast (slave or free).  The barbarian was viewed as someone who did not speak Greek and the Scythian was viewed as the lowest of all barbarians.  Jesus spoke to the Pharisees about their pride in their heritage that, in reality, had no meaning:
Matt 3:9 and do not suppose that you can say to yourselves,' We have Abraham for our father'; for I say to you, that God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham.

Paul also spoke of this lack of physical distinction in another letter:

Gal 3:28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free man, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.

Jesus Christ is the great principle of unity as He also stated in His great prayer:

John 17:20-21 "I do not ask in behalf of these alone, but for those also who believe in Me through their word; 21that they may all be one; even as Thou, Father, art in Me, and I in Thee, that they also may be in Us; that the world may believe that Thou didst send Me.

Col 3:12 And so, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience;

Col 3:13 bearing with one another, and forgiving each other, whoever has a complaint against anyone; just as the Lord forgave you, so also should you.

Now Paul balances his presentation by telling us the righteous garment we are to put on.  Our new self is already present just as much as it can ever be in our relationship with God.  But we still live here and we need to properly represent Him to the world by putting on the new garment, or working out our justification:
Phil 2:12 So then, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your salvation with fear and trembling;

When Paul says “put on”, he is stating this verb in the same urgent tense as when he told them to “put to death” the negative attributes of the former sinful life.  The process can be viewed as the application of chlorine to kill mildew and then putting on a protective layer to prevent the reoccurrence of the mildew.  Paul says that Christians are chosen of God, set apart for God (holy), and loved by God.  All of these virtues are a result of the love that we should have for other Christians because of the love God has for us.  These are the opposite of those sinful actions taken by many Christians toward other Christians:
Gal 5:26 Let us not become boastful, challenging one another, envying one another.

“Bearing with one another” has in mind putting up with actions of others that aggravate us and would certainly involve being patient with each other.  There should be a different atmosphere around fellow Christians because we have been forgiven of horrible sins against Holy God.  As recorded by Matthew in Matt 25:35-40, Jesus told of how we react toward Him when we react toward fellow Christians.  A forgiving heart should be present in every Christian (Matt 6:14-15).
Col 3:14 And beyond all these things put on love, which is the perfect bond of unity.

Col 3:15 And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body; and be thankful.

Paul does not give rules and regulations for being a Christian because Christianity is not a religion where one learns such parts and then is accepted as a member of that religion.  Christians are born-again by the power of God and are then children of God.  We all then live by the rule of love (agape, or selfless love) toward other members of the Family.  Although all of the above virtues are manifestations of love, even more thoughts and actions come into play when one puts on love, which is the perfect bond of unity as Jesus said in John 17:20-21 quoted above.  The peace of Christ that should rule our hearts was told by Jesus:
John 14:27 Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to you; not as the world gives, do I give to you. Let not your heart be troubled, nor let it be fearful.

This peace of Christ is indeed from Him and not available for the world.  This peace is manifested in Christians as we have no fear of death, we have the knowledge that we will be welcomed before the throne of God despite our sins because the sin debt was cancelled by the work of Jesus for us, and we know that God is sovereign so that everything will work together for good and that nobody can stand against us:
Rom 8:28 And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.

Rom 8:31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who is against us?

To saying that the peace of Christ should rule in our hearts means that it is to act as an umpire so that none of our actions or thoughts would interfere with this peace.  The peace of Christ should be paramount and the driving force behind all of our actions.  Note also that we are called in one body and not just as an individual so that the peace of the entire body must not be disturbed.  “No man is an island” is a worldly saying that also has application here.  The church is the body of Christ and it is being built up by Him as a unit to be finally presented pure:
Eph 5:27 that He might present to Himself the church in all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that she should be holy and blameless.

Paul says that they should be thankful and such should be a part of the peace and should help us preserve that peace.  Unfortunately, there is much discord in the modern church and we should all work to make sure we are not a cause of anything to disturb the peace of the true church.  

Col 3:16 Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with thankfulness in your hearts to God.

Col 3:17 And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God the Father.

Certainly the application of the message of these two verses would do much to prevent any disunity within the church.  The word of Christ refers to both the Gospels and His words given us in the other letters preserved by the Holy Spirit.  If that word dwells richly within us then it will be the judge of all that we do, think, and say.  We should all be teaching and admonishing one another as part of the cleansing of the church.  There are many psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs available for us to sing to God as expressions of our thankfulness for His grace toward us.  In verse 17 Paul gives a summary and a driving admonition for us in all of our life.  When one acts in the name of someone else, he is acting as that person’s representative.  Such was the case when someone acted in the name of Caesar in the time of Paul.  Christians are to realize that everything that they do and say is reflecting upon the character of Jesus Christ, whom we represent.  I had this verse taped to my computer when I worked in the world to remind me that at work I also represented Him.  We should also always give thanks to God the Father through the Lord Jesus Christ for all God has done for us.  As stated below, God is not through with us and one day we will also be glorified.  Praise and thank Him!
Rom 8:29-30 For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the first-born among many brethren; 30and whom He predestined, these He also called; and whom He called, these He also justified; and whom He justified, these He also glorified.

Col 3:18 Wives, be subject to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord.

Col 3:19 Husbands, love your wives, and do not be embittered against them.

Col 3:20 Children, be obedient to your parents in all things, for this is well-pleasing to the Lord.

Col 3:21 Fathers, do not exasperate your children, that they may not lose heart.

These five verses are specific applications of the general principle of verse 17.  These verses are an abbreviated version of Eph 5:22-33 where Paul also paints a picture of the church as the bride of Christ and the correlation of marriage to the church.  The brief presentation here of the wife, husband, children, and the father’s attitude toward the children is to be taken as a perfect interaction representative of the unity of the church.  There is one head of the church and He is Jesus Christ.  In verse 18 Paul makes it clear that these relationships are among the members of a Christian family and not for a worldly family.  Wives are subject to their husbands because both are subject to Jesus Christ and such a husband will not lead his wife astray from Christian principles.  Paul tells husbands to love their wives and the noun means that he is to have a caring love for the wife so that he is devoted to her welfare.  The attitude of such a husband is one of devotion to her with a caring attitude.  To not be embittered against them means not to be cross with them.  The relationship between the husband and the wife should be one of mutual love and respect but with the husband being the head of the family.  The obedience of the children to the parents is to be one that is habitual.  As the children develop such an attitude of obedience they are being trained in a similar attitude that they will have to the Lord if they become His children.  Of course neither the wife nor the children are to obey a father who commands them to do or say anything contrary to the character of God.  
Fathers additionally have the responsibility to not lift up impossible standards for their children so that they become discouraged.  They should not constantly criticize them so as to make them feel that they cannot please him.  Discipline may be necessary but it must be meted in the right spirit and with a balance with positive possibilities when the discipline is complete.  The child must know that he is a worthwhile person with great potentials but he must also know when he has “crossed the line”.  

Col 3:22 Slaves, in all things obey those who are your masters on earth, not with external service, as those who merely please men, but with sincerity of heart, fearing the Lord.

Col 3:23 Whatever you do, do your work heartily, as for the Lord rather than for men;
Col 3:24 knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance. It is the Lord Christ whom you serve.
Col 3:25 For he who does wrong will receive the consequences of the wrong which he has done, and that without partiality.

Paul deals here with the role of the slave because, in his culture, slaves were considered a part of the household.  Slavery was universally accepted at this time even among doctors and teachers as well as with menial workers.  Nowhere in the NT is slavery condemned but it is also not affirmed.  The apostles were not social reformers but people who proclaimed the Gospel of Jesus Christ to the world.  Of course the spiritual equality of all people was clearly stated in that message:
Gal 3:28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free man, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.

To the apostles, the important point of life was to become a child of God and one’s status in life was of no consequence.  

1Cor7:21-22 Were you called while a slave? Do not worry about it; but if you are able also to become free, rather do that. 22For he who was called in the Lord while a slave, is the Lord's freedman; likewise he who was called while free, is Christ's slave.

Just as we all are to do all that we do as representatives of Jesus Christ (3:17), slaves also are to do their work as to Jesus.  He makes it clear that they serve Jesus and their actions toward their worldly masters should so reflect that service.  A slave who does his worldly work unto the Lord will be a great witness to the family and to others.  His reward will be from the Lord and his inheritance will be in heaven.  Knowing who we really serve is another factor in bringing to life that peace of Christ within us.  There is a corresponding treatment of slaves in another letter:
Eph 6:5-8 Slaves, be obedient to those who are your masters according to the flesh, with fear and trembling, in the sincerity of your heart, as to Christ; 6not by way of eyeservice, as men-pleasers, but as slaves of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart. 7With good will render service, as to the Lord, and not to men, 8knowing that whatever good thing each one does, this he will receive back from the Lord, whether slave or free.

God shows no partiality (Gal 3:28) and even though a slave is mistreated he is still to act as a representative of Jesus Christ and is not free to wrong his master just because of wrongs he has received.  All of us should understand that our work in the world is unto Jesus Christ and, just as slaves in Paul’s time; we should respect those in authority over us.  I know of many Christians who worked as staff and were badly treated by their boss.  Although they were right to try to improve their working environment, they still respected their boss and submitted to his/her orders as long as such did not violate some aspect of God’s character.  There is a statement toward the masters (or bosses) in Paul’s letter to the Ephesians:  
Eph 6:9 And, masters, do the same things to them, and give up threatening, knowing that both their Master and yours is in heaven, and there is no partiality with Him.

Those who have authority over others should all pay heed to this verse as we are all subject to judgment from God regarding all that we do.  
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