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							2 Samuel, Chapters 20 - 24

David, a man after God's own heart, is near the last decade of his life.  From the shepherd boy who would reign over the nation of Israel, he had seen both great victories and many troubles.  He sought the LORD's guidance in his life, and yet he did not always act wisely.  Through David God would establish a covenant which would foresee the King of kings who would rule forever.  David had regained Jerusalem as the capital city and brought the Tabernacle to its rightful site.  He had defeated Israel's enemies on every side and mourned as his own family members battled both him and each other.

After an attempted coup led by his beloved son Absalom, David returned to Jerusalem and was making overt attempts to heal the division among the tribes of his land.  He dealt generously with those who had betrayed (even cursed) him,   His own past wrongs would continue to haunt him, and he was continually challenged  by Israelites who opposed Judah and descendants of Saul, Benjamites, who claimed the throne.

2 Samuel 20:1-22	Sheba's revolt
As David returned to Jerusalem, all was not peaceful and there were still difficulties to resolve.  The northern tribes of Israel had followed Absalom.  His death and defeat would not satisfy them to return to David.  In addition, David had left ten concubines to manage the city of Jerusalem while he fled before Absalom's advancing troops.  The concubines had been publicly humiliated by Absalom, and were no longer acceptable for David's harem.  David chose to protect them and provide for them until their death.  They would no longer have an intimate relationship with David but would be considered as widows.

Sheba, a worthless fellow, would be a new leader for the northern tribes.  He called them to arms with a trumpet, and Israel followed him against David's men of Judah.  In an effort to reunite Judah and put down the rebellion of Sheba, David chose Amasa, Absalom's former commander, to lead his forces against the rebels.  David knew that the revolt must be eliminated quickly or it would spread throughout the northern kingdom.  When Amasa delayed, David instructed Abishai (Amasa's cousin) to take David's  "mighty men" and pursue Sheba.  At this time, Joab (Abishai's brother) was probably not chosen to lead the troops because of his betrayal of David in killing Absalom, but he would accompany Abishai.  Abishai's strong although smaller contingent could move quickly and prevail against a larger army led by Sheba.  The battle would take place near Gibeon, 7 miles north NW of Jerusalem.  Joab was the one to confront Amasa, and although Joab approached Amasa in a friendly manner, he thrust a sword into Amasa killing him.  As Amasa's body lay in a bloody pool, one of Joab's men called for unity among the troops.  Abishai and Joab would lead a united force to pursue Sheba as the gory sight of Amasa's body was covered.  

David's strategy of a quick attack against Sheba proved successful.  Sheba and his troops fled before the advancing army led by Joab.  The chase went as far north as the walled city of Abel, about 30 miles north of the Sea of Galilee.  Siege of the city would involve building a ramp to breach the wall.  As the great and noisy effort of construction was underway, a woman from the city approached Joab to plead for her city stating that they wanted peace and not destruction.  Joab assured her that his only objective was to eliminate Sheba.  If the city would hand over this man, the city could be saved.  The woman returned to the people of Abel who killed Sheba and threw his head over the wall.  Having proof that his objective had been met, Joab sounded the trumpet and the troops returned home.
2 Samuel 20:23-26	David's key administrative officials
This is the second time that we have been given a list of David's administrators.  2 Sam. 8:15-18  This list is from a time near the end of David's life.  Although Joab may not have been David's first choice for commander, due toAmasa's death and Joab's military success, David granted him permission to command the entire army of Israel.  Benaiah was put in charge of David's personal guard.  Adoram (sometimes translated Adoniram) was put over the forced labor (captured enemies and other slaves) who would later be responsible for more then 180,000 men who worked for Solomon's building projects.  According to 1 Kings 9:20 only Canaanites (Hittites, Perizzites and Jebusites) were put into forced labor.  Jehoshaphat was recorder responsible for chronicling David's rule as king.  His assistant was Sheva.  Zadok and Abiathar, who had served David as priests and spies during David's exile from Jerusalem, continued to oversee worship.  They had been with David from the beginning of his reign and were still active when Solomon took the throne.  Ira the Jairite (of the family of Jairus, a Levite) was a personal priest to David in the palace.
_______________________________________________________

The last four chapters of 2 Samuel give us six accounts and lists which relate to David's life but are chronologically detached from the previous chapters.  These chapters are often considered as an appendix, or just additional information.  These events parallel those recorded in 1 Kings and Chronicles sometimes with a slightly different perspective.  Authorship of all these books is not entirely clear.  Nathan and Gad are most often identified as authors of 1 and 2 Samuel, and Jeremiah is thought to have written most of 1 and 2 Kings.  These books were written contemporary with the events.  However, 
1 and 2 Chronicles were written for the generation of Israel who would return from exile almost 500 years later by an unknown author, but probably by Ezra.
_________________________________________________________

2 Samuel 21:1-14	Satisfying the Gibeonites
Where there is no textual indication of when these events occurred, but it was probably after Mephibosheth came back to Jerusalem and before Absalom's rebellion.  For three years there had been no crops. Drought and famine were understood as divine judgment, which caused David to seek the LORD perhaps through Ira or Zadok and Abiathar.  The LORD revealed to David that it was the sin of Saul in violating his covenant with the non-Israelite Gibeonites by putting them to death.  David met with the Gibeonites to determine what would atone for this offense and set aside the curse.  At first they refused to make any demands, certainly silver or gold would not be acceptable compensation.  They had no right to put anyone to death, but David could give them satisfaction.  The Torah called for retribution in kind.  Ex. 21:23; Lev 24:21; Deut. 19:21  Justice could be served by executing seven of Saul's descendants, only a symbolic and representative number since Saul had certainly killed many more of the Gibeonites.  Their bodies were to be displayed "before the LORD" and left unburied in disgrace.

David's motivation for approving this proposal is not clear.  Perhaps David saw the validity of following the Torah or perhaps he was willing to further reduce the Saulites and their claim to the throne.  It is not surprising that the Benjamites continued to resist David's reign.  David was challenged to choose whom to include in the list to be executed.  He had to honor his oath to the LORD to protect the house of Saul 1 Sam. 18:3, 20:42; 23:18; 24:21-22 and still satisfy the legitimate demands of the Gibeonites.  David's covenant with Jonathan protected Mephibosheth.  Seven of Saul's grandsons were chosen and executed. 
This action must be seen as one of justice rather than of human sacrifice to appease an angry god which would have been purely pagan. 
Rizpah mourned openly demanding a dignified and proper burial for her sons and relatives.  David complied, burying their bones with those of Saul and Jonathan which he retrieved from Jabesh Gilead where they had been buried following their deaths at the battle of Jezreel.  Their graves would be in the Promised Land, at an unidentified family burial place a few miles north of Jerusalem.

2 Samuel 21:15-22	Battling the Philistines
These verses record four accounts of heroic actions of David's men in their wars against the Philistines.  
Four sons born to the giant in Gath were killed by Savid's soldiers:
v. 15-17   	Ishbi-benob, a gigantic warrior, attacked David but was killed by Abishai.
v. 18		Another giant Philistine was killed by Sibbecai.
v. 19		Goliath, the Gittite, was killed by Elhanan.
v. 21-22	Another giant, with excessive fingers and toes, was killed by Jonathan.

2 Samuel 22:1-51	David's hymn of praise to the LORD
v. 2-7	Praise for the LORD's protection.  The LORD is identified as his rock, fortress, deliverer, refuge, 	shield, stronghold, savior
v. 8-16    The LORD's power and strength exhibited in natural events
v. 17-25  The LORD's gracious provision; David's faithfulness
v. 26-28  The LORD's perfect justice
v. 29-32  The LORD's proven dependability
v. 33-46  David, the LORD's warrior
v. 47-51  David, the LORD's worshiper

2 Samuel 23:1-7	David's last psalm
While these are probably not the very last words of David, they may be the culmination of his frequent praise for the LORD.  David praised God for his own anointing and empowerment as king.  The Trinity are referenced in v. 2-3:  the Spirit, the God of Israel, and the Rock of Israel (Jesus, 1 Cor. 10:4).  In 
v. 4-5 David praises the sovereignty of God and the blessings of the Davidic covenant.  The just wrath of the LORD is praised in v. 6-7.

2 Samuel 23:8-39	David's loyal and heroic soldiers
There are 37 men listed here.  Some of the names are familiar.  Heroic deeds are recorded including 800 enemies slain by Adino at one time, Eleazar who fought until his sword stuck to his hand, soldiers stealing water for David from the camp of the Philistines, and Abishai who killed 300 enemies with his spear.   1 Chron. 11:10-47 has a parallel list.  These verses acknowledge the union between human skill and divine enablement.  The LORD trained, strengthened and gave victory to David and his men.

2 Samuel 24:1-25	Taking a census
Like the events recorded in Chapter 21, David is the person who acts to halt the disaster brought by the foolish actions of Israel.  In these accounts the importance of having leaders who are obedient and sensitive to the LORD is evident.  God's anger must have been due to Israel's violation of some aspect of the Torah, perhaps idolatry which was a constant tendency.  In order to bring judgment against them, the LORD incited David to take a census of Judah and Israel.  1 Chron. 21:1 states that "Satan stood up against Israel and moved David to number Israel." The LORD acts in several ways:  directly by His own hand (Nabal's death, 1 Sam. 25:38), through natural events (like Sodom and Gomorrah), through supernatural powers (Satan entered Judas, Luke 22:3; the oppression of Job); and/or through human agency (Joshua's conquering Canaan; Pharaoh, Rom. 9:17).  Evil persons, who act according to their own wills and are accountable to God, are still subject to the sovereignty of God who will accomplish His purposes, sometimes through their actions.  No evil action occurs that is not subject to God's oversight and divinely imposed limitations, and nothing can occur which is not ultimately for the good of God's people and for His glory (to reveal or demonstrate something true about God).  Rom. 8:28

The census would count men above the age of 20 eligible for military service.  David's motivation is not clear.  The Torah permitted a military census but warned of a plague if it was  not done properly.  Num. 1:2, 4:2, 22; 26:2  David's sin does not seem to lie in the fact that he conducted one.  Perhaps it was pride to know how many in order to boast.  Or perhaps David did not require enrollees to pay the half-shekel ransom required by the Torah.  Ex. 30:13-16

Joab was clearly troubled and openly challenged David's command.  While expressing a desire that the LORD would multiply David's troops, he felt that the census would automatically endanger them.  However, Joab relented and went in a counter-clockwise route on both sides of the Jordan River taking 285 days to complete his task.  1 Chron. 21:6 states that Joab did not number the Levites, who were exempt from military service, nor the Benjamites (Saul's tribe) because Joab hated the king's command.  The census counted 1.1 million for Israel and 470,000 for Judah.  Most scholars reject these large numbers, and consider the Hebrew term for thousands to refer to an unspecific number in a military unit, as well as the tendency to round off numbers.  However, a much smaller number would require Israel's population to have decreased since the army of Joshua, 400 years earlier, numbered 603, 550.  
Ex. 38:26; Num. 2:32

God was displeased and struck Israel with a pestilence which killed 70,000 people from Dan to Beersheba.  David's realized his sin and confessed to the LORD.  Through the prophet Gad, David was given three choices:  7 years of famine; pursuit by enemies for 3 months; or 3 days of pestilence.  Here God could use the forces of weather to bring about famine; work through Israel's human enemies to pursue Israel; or bring about a plague.  David was greatly distressed, but he also knew of God's great mercy.  David chose the punishment that did not require a human intermediary and was also the shortest.  The angel of the LORD began the plague in Israel but, as an act of mercy, not Jerusalem, the site of the tabernacle.  David pleaded before the LORD to spare the people because it was David, their shepherd, who had sinned and not the people, the sheep.  v. 17

Now God ordered David to build an altar on the crest of the plateau in Jerusalem which would later become the site of the Temple.  Offerings there would end the plague. The site belonged to Araunah (Ornan) and was used as a threshing floor for grain.  Perhaps from respect or even fear of David, Araunah offered to give the king whatever he pleased including the land, the animals and even the wood for the fire.  David knew that offerings were sacrifices, and he refused to offer to God that which cost him nothing.  David purchased the altar site for 600 shekels of gold and made burnt and peace offerings.  The LORD commanded the angel, and he put his sword back in its sheath.

David foreshadowed the actions of Jesus, the ultimate son of David, who also gave sacrificially on a hill near Jerusalem for His people so that an even more tragic judgment might be stopped.  Wood and blood marked the sacrifice, and by Jesus' wounds His people were healed as He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross.  The sacrifices of David were a demonstration of the ultimate sacrifice to come through the Son of David.  The perfect Shepherd would die for the sins of His sheep.  
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