David, the Shepherd King	Lesson 8		Class Notes for October 18, 2016
								2 Samuel, Chapters 15 - 19

Our study has brought us to the last 15 or so years of David's life.  Probably somewhere in his mid-50s, David has remembered and acted on his covenant promises to Jonathan and his descendants by showing kindness to Mephibosheth and restoring his inheritance from Saul.  Israel was enjoying something of a peace having defeated enemies on every side and making a peace treaty with the Ammonites.  However, when the Ammonite king died and his son came to the throne, diplomatic efforts failed and the Ammonites greatly offended David's delegation leading to open conflict.  When Israel went to war, David had remained in Jerusalem, and an adulterous encounter with Bathsheba led to David’s causing Uriah's death, Nathan confronted David concerning his sins.  David repented and was forgiven, but there would be consequences.  When the Ammonites were defeated, there was serious trouble at home among David's children.  Amnon's rape of Tamar, his half sister, resulted in Absalom taking revenge by killing Amnon.  Several years would pass before Absalom and David were reconciled.  

2 Samuel 15  		Absalom's rebellion; David's flight from Jerusalem
We have seen that Absalom is a patient, cunning and revengeful man.  He had killed his half-brother who had violated his sister, he had prevailed on Joab to convince David that he could return to Jerusalem, and he had burned Joab's barley field to compel him to intervene for him with David.  Now Absalom began a long-range plan to gain support from the people and usurp the throne from David.  

Absalom maintained a high profile and some notoriety by acquiring a chariot and horses and having 50 young men running ahead, likely soldiers, adding to his impressive presence.  Neither Saul nor David had traveled in such manner, and only enemies of Israel had previous been identified with chariots:  Egyptians, Canaanites, and Arameans.  This display would fulfill one of Samuel's warning concerning kings.  1 Sam. 8:11

Citizens came to Jerusalem to seek an audience with King David concerning matters of justice.  Absalom positioned himself  before the city gate from early morning to intercept them.  He would express a personal interest in each person (what town have you come from?), indicating that he cared for them individually.  After hearing their concerns, he would say that their claims were valid and proper even though some of them were certainly without merit.  He acted as a friend rather than a ruler by refusing to let them bow down to him which reflected his duplicity and not any humility.  Absalom sought to alienate the people against David by stating that there was no one to hear their claim justly,  that he would certainly give them justice if he were in authority while cleverly avoiding any indication that he wanted to depose David which would have been open treason.  These actions would have fostered political discontent among the people and elevated Absalom in their eyes.  

Absalom's patience is notable.  Verse 7 has been translated as 40 years or 4 years.  Forty years is not reasonable in this context, but it could be four years.  The problem with translating numbers from Hebrew is that while English uses Arabic numerals (1, 2, 3 . . .), Hebrew is like Roman numerals which are comprised of letters (I, X, V, L, C, M).  Also, Hebrew uses small variations on letters such as a "jot" or "tittle" which can be lost in copying.  Another translation considers this to be 40 days, which may be too short a time for Absalom to have gained the support of the people which is evident from the following events.   From these considerations, we will conclude that four years have passed since Absalom's reconciliation with David.  If so, David would be near 60 years old and Absalom would be in his late 20s.

Absalom's next move was to go to Hebron, 20 miles from Jerusalem,  to fulfill a vow made while he was in exile in Geshur to worship the LORD.  Hebron was the city of Absalom's birth, a major religious site, and the place where David first ruled over Judah.  Absalom "invited" 200 of David's most valuable administrators to accompany him, but once there they would become his hostages.  Ahithophel, Bathsheba's grandfather and close advisor to David, switched alliances and joined Absalom.  Absalom also sent secret messengers through Israel to coordinate a proclamation at the sound of trumpets naming Absalom king in Hebron.  Others joined Absalom and as his following increased, his conspiracy gained strength.

When David learned of Absalom's plans, he anticipated that Absalom was poised to overtake Jerusalem and the throne of Israel.  Considering Absalom's popular support and military strength, David instructed all those who served him to flee leaving only non-military concubines to see to the management of the city.  Hebron is west of Jerusalem, so David and his fairly large entourage would leave headed east.  David did not wish there to be any military conflict in Jerusalem, the city of peace.  Among David's people were members of the royal family, priests, soldiers, and many families including children.

Ittai, a Gittite (Gath) and a Philistine, along with 600 men had joined David the day before.  The Philistines were long-standing enemies of Israel.  David urged him to return to Jerusalem with the "king", referring to Absalom.  However, after making certain of his loyalty, Ittai was permitted to continue with David.  David was a king without a country, and all the people wept as David and his followers crossed over the Kidron brook.  

Zadok and the other Levite priests had brought the ark of the covenant!  Possession of the ark would strengthen David's claim to the throne and demonstrate Divine favor.  However, David would not allow the ark to be seen as a talisman or as an effort to coerce the Lord in any way.  He ordered Zadok and his son Ahimaaz to back to Jerusalem along with Abiathar and his son Jonathan.  And they did.  David also learned of Ahithophel's allegiance to Absalom.  David's prayer to the Lord was that Ahithophel's counsel would be foolishness, and prayer which will come to pass.

This was a time of great mourning.  David, with the Kidron Valley behind him, walked barefoot with his head covered up the Mount of Olives, and the people with him followed in like fashion.  On the way David encountered Hushai near the worship site at the summit showing that he identified with David as he was also in mourning.  David realized that he could benefit most from Hushai's presence in Jerusalem as an advisor to Absalom to counter the counsel of Ahithophel.  The priests who were to spy for David would not have direct access to the king, but Hushai could send word through them back to David.
As this chapter ends, Absalom came into the city of Jerusalem.

2 Samuel 16		David's flight continues; Absalom enters Jerusalem
Crossing over the summit of the Mount of Olives, David was met by Ziba, Mephibosheth's servant.  Ziba has brought supplies:  animals for transportation, especially for the women, children and elderly (flocks or herds would have slowed their progress), and food to sustain the group for at least a short while.  It seemed that David was suspicious asking Ziba to explain why he had brought the supplies and why Mephibosheth was absent.  Ziba claimed that Mephibosheth had stayed in Jerusalem expecting the kingdom to be restored to the dynasty of Saul.  As a result, David disinherited Mephibosheth by giving it all back to Ziba who showed great gratitude.  Perhaps this was not David's finest hour, but his suspicions concerning Saul's family may not have been unfounded. As he approached Bahurim, a Benjamite town,
David was met by Shimei, a relative of Saul, who led a crowd in cursing and throwing stones at David and his companions.  Shimei cursed David as a murderer and a scoundrel of base moral character, symbolically carrying out a Torah-style execution by stoning.  Shimei considered David's present troubles a judgment from God should David have had any role in the deaths of Saul and his three sons as well as the assassination of  Ish-bosheth.  Although David could have executed Shimei on the spot, he reasoned that perhaps the LORD had truly sent Shimei.  Shimei followed David for some distance shouting curses and throwing stones as they descended some 3700 feet and a distance of 20 miles to the Jordan River where they stopped to rest

At the same time, Absalom was entering Jerusalem accompanied by Ahithophel gaining both the throne and the citadel in a bloodless coup. They were met by Hushai who feigned allegiance to Absalom claiming to have been convinced by the loyalty of the people of Israel and that his loyalty to David would easily transfer to David's son.  Absalom then asked his two counselors, "What's next?"  
Ahithophel's counsel was for Absalom to publicly demonstrate his kingship by taking David's concubines as his own, a common practice for conquerors.  The LORD's judgment against David's sin with Bathsheba (Ahithophel's granddaughter) is recalled here.  2 Sam. 12:11-12  However, for Absalom to do this was a violation of the Torah, mandating a death penalty  Lev. 20:11  Absalom might escape David's judgment, but not the LORD's.  

2 Samuel 17		Hushai's counsel
Further Ahithophel recommended a bold, simple and predictably successful military strategy to attack David with overwhelming force, surprise and a single objective of killing David.  Hushai's counsel discredited Ahithophel's advice pointing out that David's men were fierce soldiers, David was an expert in warfare, and that David would not be easily found during the night.  Retaliation after the first attack would defeat Absalom's forces even though they were many and Absalom would be disgraced.  Hushai recommended waiting to gather a larger force to utterly destroy David and all his men even pursuing them to any walled city where they might retreat.  Absalom rejected Ahithophel's advice accepted Hushai's counsel just as David had asked the LORD. 2 Sam. 15:31

Remember, David had sent the two priests and their sons into Jerusalem to spy for him and report back.  The priests' absence would be noted, but their sons had greater freedom.  Hushai sent word to Zadok and Abiathar who gave the message to a servant girl to deliver to Ahimaaz and Jonathan at En-Rogel, the site of a spring or well in the Kidron Valley less than 1/4 mile from Jerusalem.  The young men were observed receiving the message by a lad who reported this to Absalom.  Ahimaaz and Jonathan arrived at the home of a man in Bahurim (Shimei's hometown) who hid them in a well.  The man's wife covered the well and disguised it with grain.  When questioned, the woman told Absalom's men that the spies had already gone.  The message from the spies was for David to cross the Jordan River during the night to reach safety.

Ahithophel was distraught that his advice had been rejected by Absalom.  Ahithophel returned to his home, put his affairs in order, and committed suicide.  Ahithophel had been known for his wisdom, even divine revelations.  Absalom had sought human wisdom.  David sought the counsel of the LORD through either a priest or prophet. Human wisdom would lead to Absalom's downfall and serve as an example to future kings to seek the word of the LORD through His authorized mediators and obey it.

Absalom and his considerable army pursued David who had reached Mahanaim.  Amasa, was put in charge of Absalom's army while Joab, David's nephew, was commander over David's army.  It appears from 2 Sam. 17:25 and 1 Chron. 2:16 that Amasa's mother and Joab's mother were both David's sisters.  In Mahanaim, where Ish-bosheth had ruled, David was befriended and generously supplied by Shobi an Ammonite from Rabbah which had been conquered by David, Machir from Lo-debar where Mephibosheth had found refuge, and Barzillai, an 80-year-old man from Gilead.  The LORD truly prepared David a table in the presence of his enemies!

2 Samuel 18		War
As David prepared to meet the oncoming massive army assembled by Absalom, he began to organize his troops into five levels of command: 1. basic troops,  2. commanders of hundreds , 3. commanders of thousands,  4. three divisions led by Joab, Abishai and Ittai, and 5. David the supreme commander.  The people objected to David putting himself in jeopardy of being killed or captured.  Even if they sustained a 50 percent casualty rate, David would have 10,000 more soldiers who would continue to fight.  David recognized their wisdom, and he stood by the gate reviewing his army as they proceeded to battle.  David publicly gave specific instructions to his three commanders, Absalom was to be dealt with gently.

The battle took place in a forested area which would have minimized the advantage of Absalom's larger army.  David's three commanders deployed their men in different areas spreading Absalom's troops over the whole countryside.  David's men heard Absalom crying out and discovered that, while riding a mule as a fast escape, he was caught in tree branches by his hair.  He was hanging helplessly calling out for help.  One of David's men reported this to Joab.  The Hebrew word for "hanging" was used only once in the Torah.  Deut. 21:22-23  Absalom had rebelled against his father and Divine law by taking David's concubines.  God Himself had sent a curse against him.  Hearing of Absalom's predicament, Joab became angry and proved himself to be a rebel against his king.  Joab had offered 10 pieces of silver and a belt to the soldier who killed Absalom, v. 11 but the men had heard David's instructions and refused to harm Absalom.  Joab would do the job himself, and he thrust three spears into Absalom's heart.  Ten of Joab's armor bearers would join in the desecration.  Joab blew the trumpet to end the conflict.  In accordance with Torah requirements, Absalom's body was removed before nightfall, buried in a forest pit denying him an honorable burial in the family tomb in Judah, and covered with rocks as a rebellious son who was stoned.  Deut. 21:21 Having no living sons to carry on his name, the only monument to Absalom's life was one he had erected himself in the Kidron Valley about 1/4 mile east of Jerusalem.

[bookmark: _GoBack]From the battlefield, Ahimaaz asked permission to take the news to David at Mahanaim.  Perhaps fearing that Ahimaaz would suffer the fate of previous messengers who had taken unwelcome news to David, Joab refused and sent a Cushite, perhaps Joab's slave, instead.  However, Ahimaaz persisted and was granted permission to go behind the first messenger.  But Ahimaaz knew a short cut and arrived first.  David expected good news.  Ahimaaz announced that God had delivered up David's enemies.  When asked about Absalom, Ahimaaz said he knew of a commotion but did not know what it was.  When the Cushite arrived he affirmed the victory, but perhaps in his ignorance of David's love for Absalom and without specifically naming Absalom, revealed that Absalom had suffered a fate due all David's enemies - he was dead.  David grieved deeply.

2 Samuel 19		Restoring David as king
As the returning troops learned of David's mourning for his son, they entered the city quietly and with some sense of humiliation that a great wrong had been done to their king instead of the usual celebration of a victory.  David could be heard crying out "O my son Absalom, O Absalom, my son, my son!  Would I had died instead of you."  But Joab was not so sympathetic.  He admonished David saying that his grief and foolish behavior had put his men to shame.  After all, their victory had saved David's life and that of his entire family. Joab pointed out that David's behavior indicated that he loved those who hated him, and he hated those who loved him.  Joab accused David of preferring that Absalom were alive and all of his men were dead.  Joab encouraged David to speak to the troops and assure them so that the men would not desert him, a situation worse than he had experienced in his entire lifetime.  David did speak to his men and they stood by him.  All Israel had fled, each to their own homes.

David was still residing in Mahanaim east of the Jordan River, but it was time to return to Jerusalem.  Although the army under Absalom had been defeated, there was still a notable division between Judah and the northern tribes of Israel.  Although David had delivered them from the Philistines, they had anointed Absalom as king over them.  Now Absalom was dead, why was David not returning to Jerusalem?  Were they going to realign with David?  They had no realistic alternative, but no one had sent for David.  The deep traditional schism between the northern tribes of Israel and the ruling tribe of Judah was evident.  

David's first step was to send word to Zadok and Abiathar, the Levite priests, asking them to lobby for his support among the elders of Judah by telling them that other tribes of Israel had already given their support to David.  The priests were to appeal to their sense of solidarity since David was one of their "brothers."  Second, David enlisted Amasa, Absalom's former commander, to replace Joab as commander of David's army, perhaps in retaliation against Joab for Absalom's death.  This action would build bridges with those who had served under Absalom.  This strategy would prove successful, and David and his entourage would soon return to Jerusalem.  On the way and arriving at the Jordan River, David once again encountered Shimei who had earlier cursed David.  He was accompanied by 1,000 of his men as well as Ziba and his 15 sons and 20 servants.  This time, however, they did not oppose David but were diligent to help David and his people cross the river.  Shimei fell down before David confessing his sin against David and asking for mercy.  Abishai recommended that Shimei be put to death.  Without disputing that Shimei had committed a capital crime, David refused to spoil the day of victory by executing a fellow Israelite.

When Mephibosheth arrived, dirty and not groomed,  David learned that Ziba had deceived him by denying Mephibosheth access to a mule which prevented him from accompanying David.  David believed Mephibosheth's version and as a compromise restored half his estate.  Mephibosheth indicated that the inheritance was of little value compared to David's return to Jerusalem.  Barzillai, who had sustained David at Mahanaim, came some 50 miles to welcome David to Jerusalem.  When David sought to repay Barzillai by moving him to Jerusalem, Barzillai asked that any reward go to Chimham, evidently a relative, and that Barzillai only desired to live in a rural village and be buried near the tomb of his parents.  Barzillai departed with David's affection and blessing.

David's return to Jerusalem was met with much joy and expressions of unity between Israel and Judah.  Israel claimed preeminence due to their ten tribes, but Judah's claim was their close relation to David.  And the internal conflicts continue.
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