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Last week our lesson was about Divine covenants and the importance of the Davidic Covenant and how it pictures Jesus as King to rule and reign forever.  Now we will return to the events of David's life.  At this point, David ruled from Jerusalem, he had set up his administration and expanded the kingdom defeating the Arameans to the north, Philistines to the west, the Moabites to the east, and Amalekites to the south.  Joab was commander of the army and military garrisons were established throughout the conquered lands.  As David ruled with justice and righteousness, he may have been pondering all that the LORD had done.  And some unfinished business comes to mind . . . .

2 Samuel 9:1-13	Mephibosheth
Although Saul in his jealous wrath had made David a fugitive, David had never raised a hand against Saul despite ample opportunities and the urging of his own men.  David had mourned the death of Saul and treated Saul's family and servants with respect.  Saul's son, Jonathan, loved David as himself and the two of them had entered into a covenant to show lovingkindness even through future generations. 
1 Sam. 20:42  As the descendants of Saul died or were killed, there was a five-year-old child who survived when Saul and his three sons were killed in battle at Jezreel - Mephibosheth, the son of Jonathan.  In the rush to evacuate the palace at Gibeah, a fall injured his feet which made him permanently lame.  2 Sam. 4:4  Mephibosheth has gone to the house of Machir in Lo-debar which was a few miles north of Mahanaim.  Machir was a wealthy and powerful man who later proved to be a loyal supporter of David.  Mephibosheth grew up there, married and had at least one son.  

David did not know of any surviving members of Saul's family, so he inquired of Ziba, a former servant of Saul.  Ziba was considerably well-to-do and probably had managed Saul's royal estate.  Ziba informed David about Mephibosheth, and David sent for Mephibosheth and brought him to Jerusalem.
Mephibosheth must have wondered about his future as he came before David, and, perhaps awkwardly, he bowed down before the king, referring to himself as David's servant.

David's decree would change Mephibosheth's life.  1.  David restored all of Saul's family estate and lands in Gibeah to Mephibosheth.  2.  Mephibosheth was given the privilege of eating at David's table continually which meant that he would have access to the king.  3.  David provided Mephibosheth with a large contingent of servants and considerable wealth.  Ziba, who had served Saul, along with his 15 sons and 20 servants, would now serve Mephibosheth, farm the land, and give the proceeds to Mephibosheth.  Mephibosheth responded in abject humility considering himself David's slave and a dead dog.  His name, Mephibosheth, is interpreted to mean "one who scatters shame."  Ziba had no choice but to accept his new assignment.  Later (2 Sam. 16:2-4) we will see that Ziba will endeavor to renegotiate his situation.  So, Mephibosheth, and presumably his entire family including a young son named Mica, permanently relocated back in Benjaminite territory.  David's acceptance of a lame man into his house confirms that his royal proclamation banning the lame was intended as a figurative reference to the Jebusites as an ethnic group, and not to impaired individuals.

David's covenant faithfulness is an example of the highest Hebrew ethic.  By this David proved himself worthy to rule God's people, even though he ran the risk of injuring his own dynasty.  Covenant faithfulness is essential in our understanding of God's promises, and keeping our own oaths is testimony of who we are in Christ.  Failing to keep our covenants (contracts, marriage, church membership, sworn obligations of any kind) dishonors Jesus and misrepresents the character of God.

In this chapter we can see a parallel between our own salvation and Mephibosheth.  We, too, are incapacitated by a fall (Adam's fall into sin), helpless to restore ourselves, beneficiaries of the grace of God and His covenant promises through Jesus, given every provision for life, and brought into the Kingdom to "eat at the King's table" forever.

2 Samuel 10:1 through 11:1		Defeating the Ammonites and Arameans
While Israel had conquered surrounding lands, David had a peace treaty (another covenant) with the king of the Ammonites, Nahash.  1 Samuel 11:1-11  When Nahash died and Hanun his son came to the Ammonite throne, David sent a delegation to show sympathy and respect, an act which would have confirmed this covenant.  However, the princes (military leaders, sons of prominent Ammonites) either misunderstood David's intentions or contrived to cause hostility between the two nations.  David's delegation was humiliated, desecrating their bodies, their clothes and their mission.

Israelite men always wore beards except rarely for certain religious rituals or to express profound emotional distress.  Lev. 14:9; Num. 6:18; Ezek 5:1   Forcibly removing a man's beard violated the Torah and showed contempt for him personally.  Lev. 19:27  Their garments were cut short to expose nakedness and publicly humiliate them.    Num. 15:38; Deut. 22:12, Num. 15:39   David withheld response to this offense long enough for his men to stay in Jericho until their beards were grown back so that their humiliation would not be suffered before their families or at the royal court in Jerusalem.

The Ammonites had intended to be a "stench in David's nostrils", and they succeeded.  To prepare for an anticipated military response, the Ammonites hired mercenaries from several Aramean city-states which were located north and east of the Sea of Galilee.  Hanun paid them 1,000 Talents (about 75,000 pounds) of silver.  Hiring mercenaries was a common practice.  Israel had previously defeated the Arameans led by Hadadezer.   2 Sam. 8:3-8

When David learned of the Aramean army's advances, he sent Joab and the army to meet them.  As they approached Rabbah, the Israelite army discovered that they were trapped between the Aramean army, 33,000 men with chariots and horsemen, to the north and the formidable Ammonite army at the city gates.  Trapped between two battle fronts, Joab divided the army giving Abishai command against the Ammonites while Joab commanded the army against the Arameans, agreeing to turn and help each other should the battles go to their disadvantage.  However, at the attack of Joab's troops, the Arameans fled causing the Ammonites to retreat also.  

As the Arameans regrouped under the leadership of Hadadezer, David led his forces and met the enemy at Helam, a site about 30 miles east of the Sea of Galilee.  The enemy suffered catastrophic losses and fled before Israel.  These victories would greatly expand Israel's influence over territories north to Damascus including trade routes of the Via Maris and the King's Highway, as well as increased resources and forced labor.  From then on the Arameans were afraid to assist the Ammonites.

11:1	One year after the humiliation suffered by David's ambassadors to Ammon, David sent Joab with the army to finish off the Ammonites, but David stayed in Jerusalem contrary to the practice of kings.

2 Samuel 11:2 -27		Bathsheba
David had seven wives while ruling from Hebron.  Some time had passed since David began his rule from Jerusalem.  Bathsheba was the daughter of Eliam, one of David's best fighters, and the granddaughter of Ahithophel, one of David's closest counselors.  2 Samuel 16:23; 23:34; 15:12   
She was the wife of Uriah, a soldier in the inner circle of David's military, a Hittite and probably a mercenary.  Kings often surrounded themselves with a private bodyguard of  "mighty men" instead of their own military as a precaution against an internal revolution and a coup.  

David saw Bathsheba bathing, and she was beautiful.  Nothing in Scripture indicates that Bathsheba intentionally enticed David.  Also, she may have been reluctant to resist one so powerful as the king.  
A pattern for sin should be noted here.  David saw, he desired and he took.  So did Eve in the Garden.  She saw that the tree was good for food and delightful to the eyes, the tree was desirable to make one wise, and she took, ate and gave it to Adam.  Gen. 3:6  Achan saw the spoils from the defeat of Ai, he coveted them, and took them.  John. 7:21  David knew that he was forbidden to take another man's wife.  As a result of this "encounter" Bathsheba became pregnant even though she had made some effort to remove her "uncleanness." 

David had a plan to avoid his guilt.  First, he recalled Uriah from the battlefield with the intention that Uriah would be with his wife and therefore assume that this child would be his.  But Uriah was exceedingly loyal to David and would not go to his own house  while his commander and companions slept in an open field.  David even made Uriah drunk, but Uriah did not go to his own home.  David's
plan B was to send Uriah to the front lines of battle where he was most likely to be killed.  Written instructions to Joab would put Uriah near the walls of the city under attack, and Uriah as well as others were struck with arrows and killed.  Bathsheba would mourn the death of her husband.  Now widowed, she would become David's wife.

2 Samuel 12:1-24		Nathan

The LORD had blessed David personally, militarily, and as ruler of the nation.  Although David had been a faithful servant of the LORD, his twin sins of adultery and murder brought serious consequences.  The Torah would sentence David to death for either adultery Lev. 20:10, Deut. 22:22  or murder  
Num. 35:16.  David had repented, but his sins caused irreparable damage and David would suffer the consequences of his disobedience and rebellion.

The prophet Nathan came to David concerning a matter for a man whose favorite lamb had been wrongly taken.  David's sense of justice caused an angry response that the man should be put to death but certainly make restitution.  Nathan's words to David echo through the ages:  You are the man!  What David had done was evil in God's sight and acts which showed that David had despised the LORD.  In showing contempt for the LORD and made the enemies of the LORD show contempt.  God's judgment was that violence would never depart from David's house, and that God would raise up evil against him from his own family,  David's sexual sin would be bring similar sins against him.  David's wives would be taken from him and given to others who would lie with them publicly even though David's offense had been done in secret.  God's judgment included the death of the unborn child.

David immediately repented of his sins and the LORD forgave him. David would not die for this evil. Psa. 51  The LORD struck the child with illness, and for seven days David fasted and prayed for mercy.  When the child died and David knew he had received his answer from the LORD, his grieving ended.
David and Bathsheba would have more sons.  Solomon was their fourth.  1 Chron. 3:5  His name means "peaceable", and the LORD loved him and sent word through Nathan to give him the name of Jedidiah meaning "loved by God".  These verses are considered central to the dynastic succession of David's line.  Solomon had nine older brothers, but it is Solomon who will reign after David.

2 Samuel 12:26 through 13:39		War abroad and at home
Joab foresaw victory against the Ammonites and capture of the capital city of Rabbah.  He sent for David to come to the battle, or Joab would finish the battle and name the city for himself!  So David led the army in the final assault against Rabbah, placed the Ammonite crown on his own head, and took the spoils from the city.  The people were put to work as forced labor, David's practice against all the Ammonites.  Then David returned to Jerusalem, but there was trouble brewing at home.

David's children from Hebron had grown up. Tamar and Absalom shared both parents, David and Maacah.  Amnon, the oldest and presumed heir apparent, had incestuous intentions toward his half-sister Tamar and conspired with Jonadab, his first cousin, to seduce her.   Tamar was a virtuous woman according to the laws of the Torah, and when she continued to refuse Amnon's advances, he forced her.  According to the Torah a man who had relations with a virgin was obligated to marry her and pay a financial penalty.  Ex. 22:16-17, Deut. 22:28-29  Amnon's frustration and violence turned to hate, and he threatened to have her banished, an even greater offense.  Tamar mourned and tore her dress which was elaborate and ornate as a virgin daughter of the king. Her brother Absalom took her into his house and she was instructed to keep silent about the matter.  Absalom had a plan for revenge.

When David learned of these events he was angry.  Absalom hated Amnon and did not speak to him.  He would wait two years to exact revenge.  All the king's sons were invited to a celebration at the end of sheep shearing season.  Absalom instructed his servants to kill Amnon, and the other sons fled.  Word got back to David that Absalom had killed all of David's other sons, but Jonadab reported that only Amnon was dead because Absalom had determined to kill him since the day Amnon had violated Tamar.  David's sons returned to Jerusalem, and there was bitter weeping.  Absalom fled and found refuge in the house of Ammihud,  his mother's father.  David would forgive Absalom who was apparently next in the line of succession to the throne.

2 Sam. 14:1-33	The woman from Tekoa;  Reconciliation
Joab conspired to reunite David and Absalom by sending a woman to David with a story remarkably paralleling the events of Cain and Abel:  two brothers, alone together in a field, one killed the other, concern for the life of the murderer, an authority figure intervening to save the murderer, and a threat of retaliation for anyone disobeying the authority's decision.  Gen. 4:1-15  David realized that her story was similar to his own dilemma, and he suspected that Joab was a party to this matter.  David ordered Absalom brought back to Jerusalem but would not let Absalom into his presence for two years.  Absalom was handsome with massive hair (perhaps virility).  He had three sons and one daughter whom he named Tamar.  Absalom enlisted Joab's intervention with David by burning Joab's field.  Joab appealed to David, and David called for Absalom.  Absalom came before David with humility and David received Absalom with affection.             But the tide is turning . . . . .!        More next week.
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