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As we come to 2 Samuel 7:8-17, we reach the pinnacle of this study.  God had made four previous covenants with man, and God's covenant through David would be the last prior to the coming of the Messiah who would fulfill all provisions of all former covenants.  There were many covenants made between people, and many of them were made with God as their witness.

So, what is a covenant?  The Hebrew word is berit which means "cutting" and in the New Testament the Greek word diatheke is translated as covenant, disposition, will or testament.  By covenant, each party bound themselves to an agreement which promised both advantages and often penalties for failing to fulfill certain conditions.  While in a human agreement either party may initiate a covenant, this is not true when God is a party, so Divine covenants are not as such strictly a mutual compact but a promise on the part of God to arrange His providences to accomplish His purposes.  God's covenants with man were both unconditional (requiring nothing from man for fulfillment:  Adam, Noah, Abraham and David) and conditional (blessings depended on obedience:  Moses).  Covenants were a life-and-death matter.  Covenants were sealed with an oath and confirmed by shedding blood.  Often, the parties would participate in a common meal.  

Covenants deserve an intensive and lengthy study, but we will try in an overview to understand how God has worked through covenants He has initiated with mankind to disclose His plan of redemption and restoration of  His people and His creation.  Many attributes of God are revealed in His dealings with mankind throughout the OT.  Jesus was the full and final demonstration of the essence and character of God.  "If you have seen Me, you have seen the Father."  All we need to know about God is contained in Scripture.  Full revelation will come when we are in His presence.

Covenants may be presented in several ways and perhaps with differing designations without violating the veracity of Scripture.  The seven in the attached chart are perhaps the most prevalent.  

Covenant of Creation/ Redemption.  First, God knew the end before the beginning.  Before creation the Trinity lived in total harmony, needing nothing.  Creation, then, is an expression of a basic characteristic of God - Creator.  Through Creation God would manifest many facets of His being, ultimately re-establishing an eternal creation consistent with His holiness.  Initially creation was very good revealing the beauty, grace, love and truth of God.  Man sinned revealing by contrast God's holiness and righteous judgment.  God's plan of redemption is consummated in Jesus' meeting requirements for righteousness for all who are His and a final judgment which will set for all eternity a creation in which God is fully revealed and glorified. 

Adam.  Man was blessed and created to rule over every living thing, be fruitful and multiply, cultivate and keep the garden, and to obey God and enjoy fellowship with Him.  Adam was given everything he would ever need.  When he sinned, he lost everything.
	A perfect body to live forever			He will die - spirit, body, soul
	A keen mind					Sin corrupts the mind          Rom. 1:28
	A suitable companion, helper			struggle for authority
	A family					pain in childbirth
	A perfect place to live				banished
	A plentiful food supply			sweat to eat
	A productive job				toil for bread, thorns and thistles
	Status in the world				his rule was part of his former place
	Blessing from God, communion with Him	judged and separated from God by his sin
	One prohibitive command			sin nature would result in more commandments

The required penalty for sin is death.  Since death would satisfy the sin debt, Adam was prohibited from reentering the Garden for fear that he might eat of the tree of life.  God's plan to redeem for Himself a people is first revealed in Gen. 3:15 - there would eventually be a "seed" of the woman who would destroy the "seed" of the serpent (protoevangeleum:  first gospel).   This One would meet all requirements of righteousness, but die so that his righteousness could be credited to those who would be His.  This was demonstrated by God when an animal was sacrificed (blood shed) to cover the evident sinfulness of man.  The sign of this covenant is shed blood.

Noah.  After about 15 centuries, sin had become so prevalent that "every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually."  Gen. 6:5  Consistent with God's original plan, Noah was rescued by God from a worldwide judgment by flood.  The ark was a type of Christ:  one way in, only those inside were saved while all else was destroyed.  The message of hope was that "seedtime" and harvest would continue.  The sign of this covenant is a rainbow.

Abraham.  Another 5 centuries pass, and God further reveals His eternal plan through Abraham who was to keep God's ways, practice righteousness and justice, and teach his children to be faithful.  
Gen. 18:19  Abraham did not earn righteousness but was declared righteous. Gen. 15:6  How this was accomplished was demonstrated in the sacrifice of Abraham's son Isaac, and the substitute which was given by God to fulfill His own requirements for perfect obedience.  Gen. 22  God promised Abraham a land, many descendants, and blessings.  In Abraham's "seed" all nations of the earth will be blessed.
That "seed" is Christ.  Gal. 3:16  The sign of this covenant is circumcision, a sign through which all Abraham's covenant descendants through Isaac will be conceived.

Moses.  Almost another 5 centuries pass.  Abraham's descendants through Jacob were removed to a foreign land (Egypt), kept in slavery for 400 years, and set free by miraculous acts to return to the land promised to Abraham.  In the wilderness God gave the people everything they would need to live faithfully with Him as their King.  They had Godly leadership, Moses, Aaron and Joshua; religious and civil laws to be obeyed; a priesthood with designated worship provisions including blood sacrifices as substitutionary atonement for sins; a tabernacle at the center of their worship which pictured God; judges to administer justice and settle disputes; a standing army of over 600,000; and they would live in prosperity occupying houses they did not build and harvesting crops they did not plant.  It was a rich land, flowing with milk and honey. The Law would be the path to righteousness "until the seed would come."  Gal. 3:19  The sign of this covenant was their observance of the Sabbath.   But, their blessings were dependent on their obedience.  Disobedience would bring judgment.  Deut. 27 and 28.

David.  In yet another 500 years, the nation was scattered into regions and the people were without a central leader.  Worship had suffered as the people had intermarried with the Canaanites and been drawn to idolatry.  The people demanded a king, and Saul was anointed to rule over the nation.  But Saul disobeyed God, and David, a man after God's own heart, was to be king.  David was the founder of the only royal family the Lord would ever sanction in perpetuity.  David would be the source of all Israel's uniquely favored dynastic line, and he would become the standard by which all future kings, his descendants, would be judged.  This covenant with David              2 Sam. 7:8-16  and 1 Chron. 17:7-15 would become the foundation of Israel's expectations for restoration and was essential in their Messianic expectations. 

Let's look at the New International Version translation:       		2 Sam, 7:8-16    
Now therefore this is what you are to tell my servant David: 
This is what the LORD of the Heavenly Armies says: 
I took you from the pasture myself—from tending sheep—to become Commander-in-Chief over my people, that is, over Israel. Furthermore, I have remained with you everywhere you have gone, annihilating all your enemies right in front of you. 
I will make a great reputation for you, like the reputation of great ones who have lived on earth. 
Certainly King David's name and reputation have endured throughout all time.  Every king from Solomon and all the kings of Judah during the Divided Kingdom were direct descendants of David.
	Jesus as King of kings and Lord of lords is the ultimate fulfillment.
I will establish a homeland for my people—for Israel—planting them so they may live in a secure location where they will never be disturbed anymore. Wicked people will no longer afflict them, as happened in the past when I had commanded judges to administer my people Israel.  I'll also grant you relief from all your enemies.  
These promises continue the Abrahamic covenant for a future land for Israel when there will be peace.
The LORD also announces to you:   The LORD will himself build a house for you.  When your life is complete and you go to join your ancestors, I will raise up your offspring after you, who will come forth from your body, and I will fortify his kingdom.  He will build a Temple dedicated to my Name, and I will make the throne of his kingdom last forever.  I will be a father to him, and he will be to me a son who, when he commits iniquity, I will discipline with the rod wielded by armies and with wounds inflicted by human beings. But I'll never remove my gracious love from him as I did from Saul, whom I removed from your presence. 
Your dynasty and your kingdom will remain forever in my presence—your throne will be secure forever. 
	Some aspects of this prophecy relate to Solomon, but the primary application of this verse is for Jesus, the ultimate "son of David."  The forever time reference elevates this promise past Solomon to Jesus.  Three of Jesus' claims about himself allude to this verse:  that He would build a temple (Matt. 26:61; 27:40; Mark 14:58; 15:29; John 2:19-22), that He possessed an eternal throne (Matt. 19:28-29); and that His kingdom was imperishable (Luke 22;29-30; John 18:36).  Jesus is the Son of God, and God would be His father is accepted literally through the virgin birth.  
	Though David's descendants would sin and suffer discipline, God would not withdraw His favor.  While not personally sinning, Jesus suffered for sin vicariously assuming the sins of those who are His.
				
This covenant became the foundation of hope for restoration proclaimed by future OT prophets.  
	Isaiah foresaw One who would break the yoke of Israel's oppressors and would be known as Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.  Isa. 9:1-7  The Stem of Jesse would rule with the Spirit of the LORD, wisdom and understanding, counsel and strength, knowledge and fear of the LORD.  Isa. 11:1-16  His throne would be established in lovingkindness, faithfulness in the tent of David, seeking justice and prompt in righteousness.  Isa. 16:5  There would be an everlasting covenant according to the faithful mercies shown to David.  Isa. 55:3
	Jeremiah prophesied of days when God would raise up for David a righteous Branch who would reign as king, act wisely and do justice and righteousness.  Jer. 23:5-6  Future days when God would restore the fortunes of His people and bring them back to the land to dwell quiet and at ease in the land.  Jer. 30:3, 9  Days were coming when God would cause a righteous Branch of David to execute justice and righteousness on the earth.  Jer. 33:14-15	
	Ezekiel encouraged Israel to look for one Shepherd like David.   Ezek. 33:23-24     In their future kingdom, David will be king over them forever.  They will have one shepherd, and they will keep God's statutes and ordinances.  Ezek. 37:24-25
	In the last days, the sons of Israel will return and seek the LORD and David their king.  
Hosea 3:4-5,   Amos 9:11,   Zech. 12:7-8.

The words of this covenant are foundational for seven major NT teachings about Jesus.
1.	Jesus is the son of David and inheritor of the covenant promises.
			Matt. 1:1;   Acts 13;22-23;   Rom. 1:3;   2 Tim. 2:8;   Rev. 22:16,   etc.
2.  	Jesus is the One who would rise from the dead.       	Acts 2:30;  13:23
3.  	Jesus is the builder for the house of God.     	     John 2:19-22;  Heb. 3:3-4; Eph. 2:19-22; etc.
4.	Jesus is the possessor of the throne.  			Heb. 1:8;   Rev. 3:21;  etc.
5.	Jesus is the possess of the eternal kingdom.  
			1 Cor. 15:24-25; Eph. 5:5; Heb. 1:8; 2 Pet. 1;11; etc.
6.	Jesus is the Son of God.  
			Mark 1:1;  John 20:31;  Acts 9:20;  Heb. 4:14;  Rev. 2:18, etc.
7.  	Jesus' Father is God and therefore His conception was immaculate.   Luke 1:32-35

The sign of this covenant is anointing which brings both authority and enabling power.

Jesus - the Covenant of Grace in which all promises of former covenants are fulfilled:
     Adam:	Rom. 5:14-21;    1 Cor. 15:22, 45
     Noah:	Matt. 24:37-39;    Heb 11:7;    2 Pet.2:4-9
     Abraham:	Rom. 4:1-16;   Gal. 3:8-9, 16
     Moses:	Matt. 5:17;   John 1:17, 3:14;   Acts 13:38-39, 26:22-23;   Heb. 3:4-6;   Gal. 3:10-19
     David:	John 19:19-22;   2 Tim. 2:8;  1 Tim. 6:13-16;  Rev. 5:5, 17:14, 19:16
The covenant of grace is sealed by the blood of Christ and celebrated in a covenant meal of bread and wine.  The sign of this covenant is baptism symbolizing that one who belongs to Christ has died to self and lives for Him.

So, from before Creation God's plan to redeem for Himself a people,  glorifying Himself (revealing and demonstrating what is true about Himself), has been unfolded through covenants and fulfilled in Jesus.  All covenants were initiated by God and guaranteed by Him.  God chose us in Jesus before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless before Him.  In love, He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will, to the praise of the glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of His grace.  Eph. 1:4-7  We who are beneficiaries are saved by grace through faith, and that not of ourselves, it is the gift of God.  We are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.  Eph. 2:8, 10
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