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Last week our study covered the seven years when David was king over Judah in Hebron.  Saul's three sons (Jonathan, Abinadab, and Malchi-shua) had been killed in battle, and Saul had taken his own life. David learned of their deaths from an Amalekite who claimed to have killed Saul, but much to his surprise David was not pleased but executed him for his confessed act against Saul.   Western Israel was largely occupied by the Philistines, and Ish-bosheth was eventually made king to rule from Mahanaim.  Civil war was imminent, and when Abner and Israel's army engaged Joab and Judah's army, Abner fled but killed David's nephew, Asahel.  Ish-bosheth was a weak king, and there was conflict between him and Abner causing Abner to seek a peace agreement with David.  When Joab and Abishai learned of his plans, they went behind David's back and killed Abner because he had killed their brother.  David was greatly distressed by this action, especially since it had occurred in a city of refuge, Hebron.  Two of Abner's commanders assassinated Ish-bosheth, and Israel was without a king.  Only one descendant of Saul remained:  Jonathan's son, Mephibosheth.

2 Sam. 5:1-10		David rules over all the land             1 Chron. 11:1-9; 12:23-40; Psa. 2:1-6
The northern tribes of Israel sent representatives to Hebron to appeal to David.  There are at least five reasons why any resistance to David's claim to be king over all Israel would have been insignificant following the deaths of Abner and Ish-bosheth:
	- Both Judah and Israel were descendants of Abraham and related by blood and covenant.
	- David had an impressive military record while in service to Saul and against Israel's enemies
	- All Israel was aware of prophetic revelations regarding David's destiny to rule Israel
		as a shepherd, one who would defend, lead and care for his people
	- Abner had sought a consolidation of the nation under David's rule
	- David had been respectful of the slain leaders of Saul's dynasty
A covenant was "cut" anointing David king.  This was done "before the LORD" indicating that it was a religious agreement and not just political or military in nature.  In that event, Levitical priests  would have paid a significant role in the formal agreement.  David was "anointed" not just "crowned".  The difference would be that crowning gives authority, while anointing gives both authority and enabling power from the LORD.  

The author's note here defining David's reign as 7 years in Hebron and 33 in Jerusalem, anticipates events which will follow.  As king over a united Israel,
	- David will conquer Jerusalem, long held by the Jebusites.
	- David will establish an administrative and military system which will ensure Israel's victory
		over their enemies
	- David will fulfill his covenant commitment to Jonathan to care for his descendants
	- David will reestablish the worship center in Jerusalem
David's first act as king over all Israel was to regain its national capital, Jerusalem.  Continuing to rule from Hebron might have indicated a dominance of the tribe of Judah over the others.  The city was held by the Jebusites, a tribe of Canaanites.  The Jebusites had been under judgment from God since the time of Moses (Ex. 23:23, Deut. 7:1-2).  

Although Joshua had some success against the Jebusites, Israel was unable to drive them out of the high ground in Jerusalem (Judges 1:20-21).  As the years passed, Israel had intermarried with the Jebusites and even worshiped their idols (Judges 3:5-7).  The high ground in Jerusalem is understood to be the place where Abraham sacrificed Isaac, and it was designated by God to be the only place where Israel could offer sacrifices and honor His name.  As Joshua had entered and captured the promised land, the Tabernacle traveled with the people and was set up at different places including Shiloh, Mizpah and Gibeon (1 Chron. 16:39-40).   It eventually fell into disuse and the furnishings were scattered, some at Nob and Gibeon.  However, God's instructions concerning worship had not changed.  By conquering Jerusalem, David would demonstrate his obedience to the commands of the Torah given through Moses.

There were some geographical obstacles to conquering the high place of Jerusalem.  It was a relatively small city, 12 acres,  with walls and valleys on three sides.  The water supply was from a reliable spring making a siege very difficult.  The Jebusites were not afraid of David and Israel's army.  They felt so secure that "even the blind and lame" could defend the city. Verse 8 had many translation and interpretation challenges.  The Hebrew word translated "water shaft" (NIV) could also be translated grappling-iron, dagger, trident, joint, neck and windpipe.  The most widely accepted is "water shaft" and is corroborated by archaeological evidence, perhaps referring to "Warren's tunnel", a narrow vertical shaft 40 feet long dug through rock.  This tunnel provided access to water from the Gihon spring.  Although it was difficult to climb, David's army evidently entered by this tunnel and captured the city.  

Surviving Jebusites were despised by David and designated as "blind and lame" which would have excluded them from access to "the house" referring either to the entire walled city, David's house and/or the sanctuary to be established there.  Lev. 21:16-18  David renamed the city after himself and expanded the city to include space for the buildings and population which would be needed.  Construction evidently required bringing in soil and rocks to fill in and level the ground around the original wall.

David's success and power grew because the LORD (Jehovah) God Almighty (Elohim) was with him.  
Jehovah is YHWH and is God's covenant name with His people.  It also refers to the self-existent and eternal God.  Elohim is the first name for God in Genesis and is plural, Creator God, and also refers to LORD of hosts, a military title.

2 Sam. 5:11-16	Putting down roots in the City of David 
Indicative of David's growing power was the arrival of a delegation from Hiram King of Tyre including workmen and supplies to build a palace for David.  Historically Tyre was one of the most powerful regions of the area, and was a significant concession to David's new position.  Even this tribute did not make David proud for he knew that all these things occurred for the sake of God's people, Israel.
The LORD would continue to bless David's family, and his concubines and wives would bear him many children.  Additions to his family would require expanding his residence and adding other buildings.  In Jerusalem, the only named wife is Bathsheba who bore David four sons.  (also 1 Chron. 3:1-9; 14:4-6)  

2 Sam. 5:17-25	Attacks from the Philistines		1 Chron. 14:8-17
While he was in Hebron, the Philistines had considered him somewhat of an ally since he was technically at war with Saul's dynasty.  When David was anointed king over all Israel, however, he was seen as a threat.  The Philistines came against David in full force, and David retreated to the fortress formerly occupied by the Jebusites.  They spread out in the Valley of Rephaim, less than a mile SW of the city.  The Philistine army was a great enemy in full view from David's position.  David inquired of the LORD with two questions:  Shall I go against them?  Will You give me victory?  The answer was Yes and Yes!  David's army attacked the Philistines like a flood, and they fled abandoning their idols.  David named the place "Baal Perazim", Lord of the Breakings Forth.  It was named to honor the LORD, but the use of the term "Baal" seems a little odd to us.  David's men removed the idols, but there is no record of what was done with them.  Although they had retreated, the Philistines gathered in the same place once more.  David inquired of the LORD again.  This time the LORD instructed David to circle around behind the Philistines utilizing the element of surprise for the attack.  David's army was to wait until they heard the sound of marching in the treetops, a sign from God to proceed.  David obeyed and struck down the Philistines from Geba (Gibeon) to Gezer, more than 20 miles.

2 Sam. 6:1-23		A Place for the Tabernacle
David had chased off the Philistines but he was sure that they were not finished.  David had disposed of the Philistine idols, and he may have had some concern about the ark of the covenant which the Philistines had previously stolen (1 Sam. 4 - 6) and which was now in a place not far from Philistine territory.  Perhaps to forestall any attack from the Philistines, David took an elite army of 30,000 men at Baalah of Judah (lords of Judah), also known as Kiriath Jearim (city of the forests), an Israelite settlement to retrieve the ark.  The ark was viewed the most important object for Israel's religion and is identified here with the throne of God.  It contained the tablets of the commandments, Aaron's rod, and a container of manna.  (Heb.9:4)

Perhaps as a sign of respect, a new cart was brought to transport the ark.  However, this violated Torah requirements for transporting the ark.  (Num . 4:15; 7:9)  A great procession back to Jerusalem included music from both stringed and percussion instruments.  Ahio and Uzzah, sons of Abinadab and probably Levite priests and Kohathites, were guiding the cart.  Going down a hill the oxen stumbled and the cart was nearly upset.  Intending to stabilize and protect the ark, Uzzah reached out and took hold of it, and by doing so defiled the ark and committed a capital offense (Num. 4:15).  He was not an Aaronic priest and was forbidden to touch this holy object.  Judgment was immediate and the LORD struck Uzzah and he died there on the spot.  1 Chron.13:1-14  This is the third time that the LORD Himself has defended the ark as recorded in the books of Samuel. (See 1 Sam. 5:3-12; 6:19-20)  David was angry, most probably at Uzzah, and memorialized the spot by naming it "Perez Uzzah", Uzzah's breach or the Outburst against Uzzah.

David feared the LORD and had a deepened respect for God's power and willingness to use it against anyone who would violate the Torah.  Evidently, David was afraid to proceed with his plan to move the ark to the City of David where it would have been protected inside the city walls.  He placed the ark in the house of a Levitical priest, Obed-Edom who was from Gath, a Gittite.  The ark would remain there for three months and bring blessings, not curses, to Obed-Edom's house.  David would conclude that Jerusalem would benefit from the presence of the ark and God's favor.   1Chron. 15 and 16

The second leg of this journey, 10 miles, was a little different.  First, it was carried by hand, and second, the trip was preceded by a fellowship offering after the Levites had taken 6 steps, perhaps signifying a sabbath rest and consecration of the journey.  David had erected a special tent in the city for the ark.  This was done without removing the tent in Gibeon which still housed remaining tabernacle furnishings. (1 Chron. 16:39-40)  David also prepared and wore special ritual garments, a linen ephod, otherwise reserved for priests.  There is no reason to assume that David had acquired priestly credentials unless he had done so by conquering Jerusalem and gaining all titles and honors due the king of that city.  This would have been connected to Melchizedek, who was both king of Salem (Jeru-salem = city of salem) and priest of God Most High.  Melchizedek's position as both priest and king foretold Jesus' office as both priest and king.  Heb. 7:1-10  

	Trumpets announced the progression of the ark, and David was dancing with all his might before the LORD.  Miriam, Moses' sister, had exalted the LORD with singing and dancing (Ex. 15:20).  However, the people had worshiped the golden calf with dancing (Ex. 32:19).  The arrival of victorious armies were celebrated by Israel with singing and dancing.  (1 Sam. 18:6; 1 Sam. 30:16).  Dancing in praise to the LORD is recorded in Psalms 149:3 and 150:4.  Davidic Psalms 15, 24, 65, 68 and 110 give praise to the LORD for His sanctuary.  
	When the ark was put in its place in the tent which David had prepared, David once again acted as priest in bringing offerings and blessing the people.  After a simple meal the people returned to their own houses.  However, David's return home was not peaceful.  There is some speculation concerning Michal's absence from the procession.  She may not have agreed to being taken from Paltiel, she may have resented the attention to David's LORD since she was known to have practiced idolatry, and she may have been jealous of feminine attention to David's enthusiastic display.Michal accused David of acting inappropriately and not being properly dressed in front of the servants, stating that his motives were immoral and sexual rather than zeal for the LORD.  David defended his motives, humility and reputation.  Michal had acted more as the daughter of Saul than the wife of David.  Michal would have no children which would be understood as judgment from God who opens and closes wombs.  Saul's descendants would forever be separate from the eternal royal dynasty established through David.

2 Sam. 7:1-29		David's house and God's house
Some time has passed since the defeat of the Philistines and bringing the ark to Jerusalem.  David became concerned that the royal palace was grander than the house of the LORD.  When he inquired of the prophet Nathan what to do, Nathan advised him to go ahead and build whatever he desired.  However, the LORD spoke to Nathan rejecting David's plans but revealing His own.  Verses 8-17 here establish God's covenant promises through David which we will study in detail next week.

David was humbled by the LORD's blessings and anticipated even greater future blessings,  David knew that the LORD actions were for His own glory and for the benefit of His people.  God's name would be magnified.  David's request was for God to continue his house forever, consistent with the covenant promises which God had given him.  David's son would build a house for the LORD, and the LORD would build a house for David in preserving his descendants and the Kingdom of God through Jesus.

2 Sam. 8:1-18		Establishing David's rule throughout the land
Immediately after God's covenant with David, events would demonstrate the fulfillment of God's promises.  The Philistines were overcome and their capital city captured.  David defeated the Moabites to the SE and then Hadadezer and the Arameans to the NE in Syria.  To control the conquered lands, David established military garrisons.  He received tribute from the captured nations of gold, silver and bronze which was taken to Jerusalem.  Toi, king of Hamath (upper Syria), was pleased that David had conquered Hadadezer who was Toi's enemy, and Toi sent tribute by his son to David.  David killed 18,000 Arameans in the Valley of Salt and put garrisons in Edom making all the Edomites slaves. The LORD helped David whever he went.  David reigned over all Israel, administered justice and righteousness for his people.  Psa. 16  David established his administration with Joab as commander of the army, appointing an official recorder and secretary, identifying the chief priests, and making his sons chief ministers.
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