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Last week we studied how five Philistine kings allied their armies to fight against King Saul and the army of Israel.  David had benefited from King Achish's generosity in assigning him the city of Ziklag.  Achish thought that David had turned against Saul and that David's army of 600 were an asset to him.    
DAY 1		1 Sam. 29:2-3		David was excluded from Philistine ranks
DAY 2		1 Sam. 29:10-11	David and his men left early in the morning headed for Ziklag
DAY 3					Nothing recorded, David's men were traveling
DAY 4		1 Sam. 28:4 - 30:17	Saul went to a medium at night
					David reached Ziklag after three days' march to find 
						the city burned and all the inhabitants captured
DAY 5		1 Sam. 30:17-31:6	David pursued and defeated the Amalekites
					Philistines defeated Israel and killed Saul's three sons
					Saul fell on his own sword.
DAY 6	      1 Sam. 31:8 - 2 Sam. 1:1	Philistines displayed Saul's head and armor throughout the land
					David returned to Ziklag with plunder
DAY 7-8	2 Sam. 1:1		David stayed in Ziklag two days
		1 Sam. 30:26-31	David sent gifts to elders throughout Judah
DAY 9		2 Sam. 1:2		An Amalekite informed David of Saul's death

2 Sam. 1:1-11		A great victory followed by a great sadness
	As David and his men returned to Ziklag, there must have been a flurry of activity as they were have rejoicing about their victory over the Amalekites, reunion with their families, and the treasures they had recovered.  The city had been burned, so there was rebuilding to do.  In the middle of all this, a stranger arrived from Saul's camp, with a message for David.  News didn't travel so very fast in those days, and David would have been eager to learn about the pending war he had left just over a week earlier.  The messenger's appearance, clothes torn and dust on his head, would indicate that he was in mourning.  He fell before David, prostrated out of respect for David and perhaps from exhaustion.
As David questioned him, it was revealed that the man had escaped from the battlefield some 80 miles away, many were dead and others had fled.  Saul and Jonathan were among the dead.
	David wanted details and proof, and the messenger had a curious story.  By chance the man had been near Saul who was leaning on his spear from exhaustion or a wound or both.  The enemy was advancing rapidly in chariots and on horsemen.  Saul proclaimed his agony and desire for a merciful death, even by the hand of a stranger.  The man, an Amalekite, claimed to have complied to Saul's request as an act of mercy.  He then told David that he had taken Saul's crown and bracelet, which he had brought with him.  David would have known if the items were genuine from his time in Saul's court.  
	We have to ask why this Amalekite, considering their current and past history with Israel, would have been present at the battle.  Was he a soldier, and if so for which side?  Although he appeared to be in mourning, was he sincere or merely feigning grief?  Was he bringing David the crown assuming David to be the next king over Israel, or was he merely seeking a reward?  

2 Sam. 1:11-27	Truth, but a deadly lie
	David seemed to want to verify details he had heard in the man's story.  Tribal and national identification are of great importance, and this man was an Amalekite, not among God's covenant people, and under judgment from God.  While the man had bragged of his act against Saul, perhaps expecting a reward, David was horrified that the LORD's anointed had been killed.  Often David had protected Saul and refused to cause him any harm.  David's reaction was immediate:  he ordered the man executed on the spot!  The man's own testimony, even though a false one, had convicted him of a great crime.
	David's grief over the deaths of Saul and Jonathan was expressed in a dirge or lament and recorded as a monument to David's love for and loyalty to Israel's first dynastic family.  This is truly one of the most stirring tributes to fallen companions and one of the finest specimens of Hebrew poetry in the OT.  David  expressed his own grief and that of the entire nation.  Both Saul, the LORD's anointed,  and Jonathan, David's covenant brother, are praised.  Three times David notes,  "How the mighty have fallen."

2 Sam. 2:1-11		David is anointed king over Judah
	As this chapter opens, David is in Ziklag which is in Philistine territory.  His question to the LORD reveals his deep concern for the nation that has just lost its first king.  It was time to move, and the LORD instructed David and his family to relocate to Hebron.  Hebron is about midway between Jerusalem and Beersheba, 20 miles from each.  Hebron is the ancient family burial site beginning with Abraham and Sarah, and it is from Abraham's association with Hebron that his descendants became known as Hebrews.  Hebron was the largest of the cities of refuge which would have protected David against anyone who thought David had any part in Saul's death.  David obeyed God and moved his family and his 600 men and their families to Hebron and surrounding communities.  Soon the men of Judah came to Hebron and anointed David king over Judah.  At this time, David had the support of those most closely related to him - the tribe of Judah. In verses 1-4 we see a pattern in David's life worthy of imitating:  pray, obey, serve
	When David learned that Saul had received an honorable burial by the men of Jabesh-gilead, he sent messengers to them with a blessing for their kindness which mirrored his own respect for Saul as God's anointed.  In this two-verse blessing David assured them of the LORD's blessings toward them.  Even though Saul had considered David his enemy, David assured the men of Jabesh-gilead of his own support for them, urging them to move beyond their grief to the future of the entire nation.

2 Sam. 2:12 - 3:1	Civil War
	Saul and his three oldest sons were dead.  Following Saul's death the country was divided as David ruled from Judah,  A large portion of Israel was occupied by Philistines.  Ish-bosheth was old enough to have fought at Gilboa, but perhaps he had been exempt to preserve an heir to Saul's throne.  Israel was without a king for five years.  To reestablish Saul's dynasty, Abner, Saul's first cousin and commander of his army, took Saul's son Ish-bosheth across the Jordan River to Mahanaim and made him king over all Israel.  Ish-bosheth was 40 years old and would reign for 2 years.  The two years of his reign would correspond to David's 6th and 7th years in Hebron.  Civil war was imminent.  The two armies would gather at Gibeon--Abner leading those who served Ish-bosheth, and Joab, David's nephew and commander of his army,  leading those loyal to David.
	Joab's army would not let Abner's men proceed past the pool, so a contest was agreed upon where  representatives from each army would battle in hand-to-hand combat.  All 24 men would be killed.  Further conflict was not prevented and fierce battle began.  
	Three of David's nephews would play key roles.  Asahel, a good runner, pursued Abner relentlessly, but Abner turned and killed him with the butt end of a spear.  Joab and Abishai continued the chase, and Abner was able to reach the protection of men of Benjamin.  Abner called for a cease fire, and when Joab agreed Israel's army retreated in the darkness of night back to Mahanaim.  Many died in the battle:  Joab's army lost 20, including Asahel, and 360 of Abner's army died.  The two surviving brothers of Asahel, Joab and Abishai, would not forget Asahel's murder.  Asahel was honorably buried in the family grave in Bethlehem.  Joab led his army all night the 30 miles back to Hebron.  The battle at Gibeon was only the beginning of a long war.  David's army continued in victory as 
Ish-bosheth's army weakened.  

2 Sam. 3:2-5		David's family at Hebron
	From our perspective, monogamy is required by God.  The LORD was husband to only Israel and Israel was to have no other gods.  Jer. 31:31, Ex. 20:3   Adam and Eve, the first marriage, became one flesh whom man was not to separate.  Gen. 2:24, Mark 10:9  Jesus' only bride is the church.  
Eph. 5:25-32  However, during much of the OT time period, the Torah was interpreted to command God's people to be fruitful and multiply, Gen. 1:28, and that kings were not to have "many" wives.  Deut. 17:17  David's choice of wives indicates that he was deliberately using marriage for political as well as procreation reasons.  Ahinoam and Abigail were from southern Judah, and Maacah was from a region just north of Mahanaim.  Nothing is known about the other three.   This list also gives dynastic succession, and Amnon would be heir apparent to the throne.  The list from 1 Chron. 3:1-3 gives Kileab's name as Daniel.

2 Sam. 3:6-39		David's rule is strengthened; Abner is murdered
	Abner was obviously the power behind Ish-bosheth's throne, and conflict arose between them.  
Ish-bosheth accused Abner of taking one of Saul's concubines as his own - a privilege reserved for only a king.  When confronted by Abner, Ish-bosheth was afraid.  Abner contacted David and offered to defect.  David agreed only if Michal were returned to him, and Abner complied leaving Michal's grief stricken husband, Paltiel.  Next Abner convinced the elders of Israel, including Saul's tribe of Benjamin, and 20 of them accompanied Abner to Hebron to meet with David.  After a feast, Abner offered to gather all of Israel in covenant to declare David king over all Israel.  
	Joab and his men had been away in battle, but when they returned and learned of Abner's proposed alliance, they protested to David.  Without David's knowledge, Joab lay in wait for Abner.  Upon Abner's return to Hebron, Joab and Abishai killed Abner to revenge their brother's death.  Any hope for a peaceful unification of the nation was gone.  David was innocent of Abner's death, and it was David who ordered mourning for Abner, Deut. 17:18-19, marching behind the bier in the procession and composing a lament, and all the people wept.  With this action David distanced himself and the people from Joab and placed a curse on him and Abishai.  2 Sam. 3:28-29, 39

2 Sam. 4:1-12		Ish-bosheth's murder;   David's justice
	Abner's death caused a great disturbance throughout Israel.  Ish-bosheth could no longer mount a military defense against David's army.  Two of Ish-bosheth's lesser commanders decided to seize this opportunity to assassinate him and took his head to David with no hint of remorse for their deed.  Their claim to have revenged David against Saul backfired.  David reminded them of his previous action against the Amalekite who claimed to have harmed Saul.  Their rebellion against Ish-bosheth resulted in their execution at the hands of David.  To exemplify their judgment as a divine curse, David had their hands (which were raised against the family of the LORD's anointed) and their feet (which rushed to gain them favor with David) were cut off, and their bodies were hanged in Hebron.  Ish-bosheth's head was buried in Abner's grave in Hebron.  
	Saul had one last descendant--Jonathan's young son, Mephibosheth who had been crippled escaping when the Philistines defeated Israel at Jezreel. (more about him later)     1 Samuel 29.
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