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Last week we followed David as he fled from Saul, and in spite of ample opportunity David would not harm Saul.  When Saul would get close to David, the LORD would bring circumstances to protect David from conflict with Saul.  At Nob, the LORD caused widespread prophesying and in another instance the Philistines attacked a city in Judah causing Saul to turn from David to defend them.  But there was conversation.  David pleaded his innocence and good intentions toward Saul.   While Saul pretended to show understanding and seemed to relent, he was not to be trusted.  

David's army was growing and supplies were needed.  Nabal refused to help David, but Abigail, Nabal's wife, appealed to David and intervened to help him.  The LORD took Nabal's life, and David took Abigail as his wife.  David sought refuge among the Ziphites who betrayed David to Saul.  David then went to Gath and allied with Achish who gave David and his army their own city of Ziklag.  David's army grew considerably, and he raided nearby Philistine cities, destroying all the inhabitants and bringing bounty to Achish while letting him think that the loot was from raided cities of Judah.

1 Samuel 28:1-6	Pending war between Israel and Philistia
While battles and skirmishes continued regularly, there was all out war on the horizon.  Both sides were getting ready.  Achish was one of five kings among the Philistines, and David had gained his confidence.  David's army had grown considerably while in Ziklag, and David had convinced Achish that he was raiding cities of Judah to the benefit of Achish and the Philistines.  As a result, when Achish informed David of the impending fight against Judah, he promoted David to "his bodyguard for life."  This put David in an untenable position of fighting against Saul, and David's answer to Achish could have been interpreted in several ways.  Achish would certainly see "what your servant can do."
The five kings of the Philistines gathered their armies at Shunem while Israel camped in Gilboa near the city of Jezreel, 75 miles NE of Gath.  A major trade route through the valley was at stake.  From Mt. Gilboa, Saul would have a clear view of the opposing armies below.

David was accompanied by the prophet Gad and a priest from Nob who gave him guidance from the LORD.  Samuel was a prophet to both Saul and David, but Samuel had died.  Samuel had insisted that guidance was only from the LORD and Saul had worked to eliminate the mediums and spiritists from the land. Through  the Law, any person who turned to a medium or spiritist would be expelled from the people and the LORD would turn against them.  Spiritists and mediums were to be stoned to death.   Saul had ordered 85 priests at Nob executed, and there was no prophet of the LORD to guide him.  Saul would have lost the support of the prophets when Samuel declared that the kingdom had been taken from Saul.  1 Sam. 15:24, 28-29  Though Saul had properly inquired of the LORD, the LORD did not answer him by dreams, by casting lots with the Urim, or by prophets.  What was a king to do?

1 Samuel 28:7-25	Looking for wisdom in all the wrong places!
Saul sent his servants to seek out a woman who was a medium to give him guidance.  Evidently Saul had not been completely successful in eliminating them from the land!  Mediums were people who claimed the ability to contact the dead either by serving as an intermediary through whom the dead would speak or by rousing them from the dead to speak for themselves.  A medium was located in Endor
about 6 miles away and 2 miles NE of the Philistine camp.  Saul had to go in secret to meet with her, so he took off his royal robes and jewelry and put on other clothes.  Two of his men accompanied him on this nighttime mission.  Saul commanded the medium to conjure up the spirit he would name.  She feared for her life, but Saul granted her immunity.  Saul asked for Samuel, and Samuel appeared.  
This brings up several questions:
1.  Was this really Samuel?
	The Scripture is a plain statement in Hebrew.
	The woman's reaction of surprise and fear appears genuine.
	Samuel's statements are appropriate for the prophet and consistent with prior interchanges	.
2.  Is it possible for the dead to be contacted by the living?
	This is not explicitly rejected elsewhere in Scripture.
	Doing so may not be altogether a hoax since the practice is forbidden for God's people.
3.  Are there other similar Scriptural occurrences?
	At the transfiguration of Jesus, Moses and Elijah appeared and were recognized.  Luke 9:28-33
A reasonable conclusion:  This passage may be best understood as a unique act of God, as a sign of His 	grace, permitting Saul to have one last encounter with Samuel who had played such a 	determining role for both Saul and David.
Samuel's message recalled Saul's past:  
	Saul had failed to obey God in failing to kill the Amalekite king, and
	Saul had consulted a medium, specifically forbidden by God.
	The LORD had departed from him and become his adversary.
	The LORD had taken the kingdom from Saul and given it to David.
Samuel's message revealed Saul's future:  
	Israel would  be defeated by the Philistines - the next day!
	Saul and his sons would join Samuel in death.
Saul had been fasting and this prophecy from Samuel caused Saul to faint.  After accepting food (fit for a king) from the medium, Saul and his men returned to their camp.

1 Samuel 29:1-11	A Reprieve for David
These verses describe events which would have occurred a few days earlier.  David's close alliance with Achish of Gath had put him in an unenviable position of  having to take up arms against Saul and Israel's army.  David had consistently refused to harm Saul in any way.  He has deceived Achish concerning his loyalty by pretending to have attacked cities of Judah and letting Achish believe that David would go with him to fight against Israel.  The other Philistines, however, were not confident about David's loyalty.  David knew what God wanted from him.  Psalm 40:4-5, 8-10

The Philistine army was a considerable number.  David and his men had been assigned positions in the rear with Achish.  When questioned about the presence of the Hebrews, Achish defended David claiming that David had deserted Saul to serve him.  His argument only made the Philistine commanders angry and they demanded that David be ordered to return to Ziklag.  Previously soldiers of Israel had disguised themselves among the Philistines only to turn against them during battle and in the confusion the Philistines had killed many of their own men.  1 Sam. 14:20-21  The Philistines also recalled that "David had killed his ten thousands" of  Philistines, of course.  Achish acquiesced to the pressure and sent David back to Ziklag early the next morning before the battle began.  David had been rescued from the prospect of fighting against Israel, and his alliance with Achish was also maintained.

1 Samuel 30:1-21	The Amalekites destroy Ziklag;    David's revenge
It would take David and his men three days to return to Ziklag.  During David's absence, the city had been left vulnerable to attack from other enemies.  The Amalekites (descendants of Esau) had raided the area, overthrown Ziklag and burned it down, taking all the inhabitants into captivity including David's two wives, Ahinoam and Abigail.  The Amalekites had a long history of conflict with Israel.  They opposed Moses as he led the children of Israel in the wilderness.  Ex.17:8-16, Deut. 25:17-19  Saul had failed to totally destroy them as commanded by the LORD.  1 Sam. 15:2-9, 17-19

There was great distress among David's men because their homes and been destroyed and their families taken, and they threatened to stone David.  David turned to the LORD for strength. Psa. 69:4-5, 8-12, 16-18  Through Abiathar the priest and the use of the ephod, the LORD assured David that he should pursue the Amalekites, overtake them, and rescue the captives.  David and 600 of his men went after the Amalekites, but 200 were soon too exhausted to continue and were left behind at the brook Besor.

Still in pursuit, David and his men encountered a sick and starving Egyptian who had fought with the Amalekites and had been left behind.  After assurance that he would not be killed by David's forces, the Egyptian led them to the Amalekites who were celebrating their victories by dividing their spoils, eating, drinking and dancing.  It was a large army, but in a lengthy battle (almost 24 hours) all of them were destroyed except for 400 who fled on camels.  David recovered all that had been taken, including his wives and all the other captives, their sheep and cattle and other livestock.  Nothing had been lost, and David's army also gained the booty previously captured by the Amalekites from the Cherethites, Calebites and other Judahites.  1 Sam. 30:14

1 Samuel 30:22-31	Dividing the spoils
As the victorious army was returning toward Ziklag, they encountered the 200 men who had been exhausted to continue with them and were left behind.  There was a mutiny among David's men, described as "wicked and worthless", who do not want to share the spoils with those who did not fight.  They want to share nothing but to send the non-fighters away with only their families returned.  David reminded them that their victory was from the LORD and all would share and share alike.  Those who stayed and served share equally with those who were on the front lines.  David's proclamation became law for Israel to be followed for centuries thereafter.  Upon his return to Ziklag, David sent portions of the spoils to the elders of cities throughout Judah.  Within a short time David would be anointed king over all Judah.

1 Samuel 31:1-13	Saul's death and burial		1 Chronicles 10
The morning after Saul's encounter with Samuel, the Philistines defeated the army of Israel.  Saul's three sons, Jonathan, Abinadab and Malchi-Shua, were killed, and Saul was wounded by an arrow.  Saul was terrified of being captured by the Philistines to be humiliated and killed.  When Saul's armor bearer refused to kill Saul, Saul fell on his own sword and died.  The armor bearer also committed suicide, and Saul's army was destroyed in battle.  When news of the defeat and death of Saul reached the people, they abandoned their cities to the Philistines.  The bodies of Saul and his sons were found by the Philistines.  Saul's head and armor were paraded throughout Philistia and taken to their pagan temples.  The bodies of Saul and his sons were nailed to a wall at Beth-shan.  The men of Jabesh-gilead , a walled city E of the Jordan River which had not been abandoned, traveled about 15 miles through dangerous territory all night, crossing the river, to retrieve the bodies, burn the flesh and bury the bones.  Mourning continued for seven days.  Saul formerly had rescued the city from humiliation. 1 Sam. 11:1-11  David later commended them for their act of loyalty to Saul.  2 Sam. 2:5-7  
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