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Last week we studied various aspects of David's life:  shepherd, warrior, servant, friend and fugitive.
As we continue, David is still a fugitive from Saul who has made many personal attempts to kill David and has schemed to put him in danger in battle with the Philistines and with his own men who were sent to kill David in his own home.  It seems that everyone is choosing sides between Saul and David.  Saul is king and commands his army, but Saul's daughter Michal loved David and became his wife.  Saul's son Jonathan loved David as himself, made a friendship covenant with him, and conspired against Saul on David's behalf. 

As David fled from Gibeah in fear for his life, he went to Samuel at Naioth in Ramah.  There as Saul's men pursued David, the LORD caused widespread prophesying, even Saul himself, to allow David to escape.  From there David would hide in the fields and contact Jonathan to find out why Saul's anger burned so against him. Jonathan, true to his friendship with David, conspired to rescue David from Saul.  However, Saul discovered Jonathan's deceit and in his anger threw a spear at him.

David's next place of refuge was in Nob where he asked the priest for bread.  All that was available was the consecrated bread reserved for priests, and David's men may not have been ceremonially clean.  After assurance that his men had not been in warfare or with women, David and his men were given the bread.  Before leaving, David was given the sword of Goliath.  

Afterward David went to Philistine Gath where Achish was king.  Achish and his servants knew that David was a ruler in the area (although not over all Judah yet) and that he was a fierce warrior with many victories.  Because he was so well known, David's defense was to feign insanity.  Therefore, Achish did not fear David and only rejected him sanctuary there.

1 Sam.22:1-5			David gathers his army.		
When David escaped from Gath, he went to Adullam, living in a cave there.  Adullam was a small town in Judah SW of Jerusalem and about 10 miles east of Gath.  David was well known throughout the land, and his conflict with Saul was gaining him allies.  He was joined by his brothers and other relatives who would have learned of his return to Judah and probably feared that Saul's tirade against David would extend to his family.  Men who lived on the fringes of society also joined David.  These men were misfits in Saul's kingdom.  Their circumstances had brought them into distress or indebtedness, and many were discontented with their situations.  David would lead this band of warriors which would number about 400.  

David was concerned about his family's safety and took his parents to Mizpah in Moab away from Saul.  They would remain there during the time that David was fleeing Saul's army.  Moab was connected to David's family through his great-grandmother, Ruth!  The prophet Gad warned David to go back to Judah where he hid in the forest of Hereth. Gad probably traveled with David for some period of time and is credited with writing the books of Samuel.

1 Sam. 22:6-23		Slaughter of the Priests from Nob
These verses begin with Saul holding court in Gibeah, and he had been told where David and his men were hiding.  The servants around him were of his tribe, and Saul reminds them that he was their benefactor for both their fields and vineyards as well as the protection of his military.  Saul was angry, feeling sorry for himself and frustrated that he had not eliminated David.  He was also angry that none of them had informed him of Jonathan's covenant with David.

Doeg the Edomite told Saul about what had happened when David had received aid from the priests at Nob.  Saul commanded that all the priests appear before him.  Ahimelech's defense, based on David's position in Saul's family and the priests' ignorance of any conflict with Saul, was useless.   Saul demanded that his guards kill them all.  When they were unwilling to kill the priests of the LORD, Saul commanded Doeg to carry out his orders.  That day, Doeg killed 85 priests and then attacked the city of Nob destroying men, women, children and infants as well as their livestock.  Only one escaped.  Abiathar reported the events to David who gave him refuge.

1 Sam. 23:1-13		Defending Keilah
David was informed that the Philistines were attacking and looting Keilah about 8 miles NW of Hebron.
After prayer for guidance, the LORD instructed David to defend Keilah.  David's men were afraid to leave their safe refuge from Saul, but David prayed once more and was assured of victory by the LORD.
Abiathar's presence was important for he had brought an ephod with him from Nob.  This was most likely similar to the ephod described in Ex. 28:6-35 and Num. 27:18-21 which would have had a pouch containing the Urim and Thummim which were cast as lots to determine God's will.

David was indeed victorious at Keilah which was a city with considerable walls and a great gate.  Saul learned of David's location (perhaps from the residents of Keilah who would not have enjoyed David and his men much more than the Philistines), and Saul determined to go set siege to the city.  David sought counsel from Abiathar and the ephod.  Assured that Saul was coming, David and his army of about 600 men departed and Saul did not come after them.

1 Sam. 23:14-29		Betrayed by the Ziphites
David had fled to Horesh which was in Ziph in the highland area of Judah between Carmel and Juttah.  Jonathan came to David there to encourage him in God.  He assured David that he would indeed be king over Israel and Jonathan would rule beside him.  They covenanted  before Jonathan departed.  But, David was betrayed by the Ziphites who offered to surrender David to Saul who sent them back to spy out precise information about David's location.  Psa. 54   But they also told David that Saul was coming, and David hid in the wilderness of Maon, 7 miles S of Hebron only to be pursued by Saul.  Their armies came very close, only a mountain separated them.  Saul's army was much larger than David's and battle could have gone to Saul, but upon receiving a message of an attack from the Philistines Saul went to fight against them. The place is memorialized: the "Rock of Escape." Psa. 31:1-5, 14-16; 18:1-3, 30-31

1 Sam. 24:1-22		Encounter in a Cave in Engedi
Engedi is a hilly pasture land, and David had found refuge in the caves there.  Saul was still in pursuit with 3,000 choice men.  Along the way, Saul separated himself  from his men to "relieve himself" in one of the caves.  David and some of his men were hiding in the back recesses of the cave, and his men saw this as a prime opportunity for David to kill Saul.  David refused but managed to sneak up on Saul and cut off the edge of Saul's robe.  Even that bothered his conscience since Saul was the anointed of the LORD.  As Saul and his men camped in the valley, David humbly approached Saul inquiring of Saul's motives to kill him and pointing out that David could have taken Saul's life that very day.  David implored Saul to let the LORD judge between them.  Psa. 7:6-11  Saul was deeply moved by David's actions and words, and Saul gave a blessing to David and asked that when David became king he would not destroy Saul's descendants.  After making that oath, David went back to the caves and Saul to his home in Gibeah.

1 Sam. 25:1			Samuel Died
This is a short verse but a significant event.  He was much loved and deeply mourned by the people.  Samuel was the last judge over Israel.  He was a priest and the center of religious life for Israel.  He was the LORD's prophet to the people.  At his death, the kingdom of Israel was firmly established.

1 Sam. 25:2-44		Nabal and Abigail
Armies depended on family support and foraging the land for food and supplies.  Victories in battle would gain them weapons and other loot.  David and his army were still in the hill country around Maon where a wealthy cantankerous man lived in Carmel.  Nabal was a descendant of Caleb and therefore of the tribe of Judah.  Num.13:6   David sent ten men to Nabal during a festival to respectfully ask for supplies, pointing out that they had not been a threat to any of Nabal's shepherds or flocks.  Nabal rudely refused, and David readied to take what he needed by force.  Nabal's wife Abigail intervened, bringing supplies and appealing for mercy from David.  David granted her plea, and she returned home to find Nabal drunk.  When she told him of her dealings with David, Nabal fell very ill and ten days later the LORD struck Nabal and he died.  Psa. 53  When David learned of these events, he sent for Abigail and married her.  David also had taken Ahinoam of Jezreel as a wife.  His first wife, Michal, had been given by Saul to Palti of Gallim.  Remember him; he will show up later!

1 Sam. 26:1-25		A spear and a jug of water
Once again the Ziphites betray David, and Saul and his army of 3,000 went to the wilderness of Ziph.  David's spies reported back where Saul was camped along with Abner, his uncle's son (1 Sam. 14:50) and commander of the army.  Although Saul was surrounded by his men, during the night the LORD caused a deep sleep to fall on the men, and David and Abishai sneaked into the camp and stole Saul's  spear and water jug.  Abishai was the son of David's sister, Zeruiah, and brother to Joab and Asahel (1 Chron. 2:16).  David's refusal to harm Saul is explained in 1 Sam. 26:10.  Saul's fate was in the LORD's hands.  From the mountain top, David called to Saul and his men once again declaring only good intentions and putting the matter in the LORD's hands.  Saul appeared to regret his behavior, but Saul was not to be trusted.

1 Sam. 27:1-12		A haven among the Philistines
Once again David would seek refuge with Achish, king of Gath.  1 Sam. 21:10 - 22:1  On their first encounter David was not accompanied by his men, and he feared Achish and feigned insanity to escape.  This time David, his two wives, 600-man army and their families moved into the city.  Saul did not pursue David, but David realized that they could not continue to live in Gath and requested a city for them.  Achish gave him Ziklag, a Philistine city which would continue in Judah's possession.   See also 1 Chron. 12:1-22   David and his army lived there for a year and four months, raiding neighboring Philistine cities for their goods and livestock while killing all the inhabitants. David deceived Achish pretending to have raided cities of Judah, and there was no one left alive to contradict him.  As a result, Achish considered David to be hated by the people of Israel.   
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