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								David's Psalms

This week we are studying a few of David's psalms to perhaps gain a deeper understanding of his love for God and how his experiences in life drew him to God for strength, understanding and forgiveness.

Psalm 56	This psalm addresses the question, "What can mere man do to me?"  v. 4b, 11b   It was written during David's time in Philistine Gath between his visit to Nob and his arrival at Adullam 
(1 Sam. 21-22).  Three things are evident in these verses:  
1.  David was alone.  He was without soldiers, food or weapons.  His army would begin to gather after 	his time in Gath.  
2.  David was desperate.  Gath was the home of giants and relatives of Goliath whom David had killed.  	Gath would not be the most hospitable place for him.  
3.  David was afraid.  King Achish was reminded of David's military success in killing tens of thousands 	of his enemies, including Philistines.  Verses 1, 2, 5 and 6 describe the hostilities David faced.

David's fears were overcome by his faith and trust in God.  In verses 3, 4, 7, 8, 9 - 12   David called out to God to rescue him.  David knew that he could trust God and appealed for righteous justice for those who sought to do him harm.  God remembered David's sorrows, and God is always faithful to keep His promises.  David's relationship with the LORD is set forth in v. 13:  God delivered his soul from death (justification); God delivered his feet from stumbling (sanctification); and God would cause him to walk before Him in the light of the living bringing him to maturity (glorification).

David's understanding of God's sovereignty in all situations is echoed in Rom. 8:30-31:  . . . these whom He predestined, he also called; and these whom He called, He also justified; and these whom He justified, He also glorified.  What then shall we say to these things?  If God is for us, who is against us?"  There is always opposition to the righteous.  Although our enemies are many and their attacks cruel, they will not prevail.

Psalm 57	This psalm is attributed to David when he hid in a cave from Saul.  Confident that God would  save him from his enemies, David praised God. 
v. 1	David acknowledged God's grace to give refuge,  This image of protection under God's "wings" 	might cause us to remember Jesus' lament over Jerusalem in Matt. 23:37: " Jerusalem, Jerusalem 	. . how often I wanted to gather your children together, the way a hen gathers her chicks under 	her wings, and you were unwilling."  A similar image is given in Psalm 17:8, "Hide me in the 	shadow of Your wings." 
 v, 2-3	God Most High, El Shaddai, is protector, sustainer, the all-sufficient One.   God is David's 	advocate who sent His lovingkindness (covenant love and grace) and His truth.  
v. 4-6 	describe the hostilities David faced.
v. 7-11 are joyful praise to God with voice and instruments, and his desire to proclaim His majesty 	among the peoples and nations.

Psalm 5	This psalm is appropriate for preparation in coming to God's house.  Preparing our hearts and minds is essential for worshiping in spirit and in truth.  David speaks of his prayers each morning.  Persistent prayer is the practice for all believers.  Paul admonished us to pray without ceasing. Our prayers should be expectant, consistent with the revealed will of God, acknowledging the character of God and His love for all who are His.  David asked God to lead him in the right path and to bring justice to his enemies.  God rejects the wicked (v. 4-6,9-10) and blesses the righteous (v. 7, 11-12) .  David called on all who find refuge and are enveloped in God's blessings to rejoice and praise Him.  

Psalm 6	This is a prayer of repentance and for mercy in the time of trouble.  Directions for singing this psalm assign the accompaniment of an eight-string lyre.  In this psalm David confessed his sin and asked God for mercy and forgiveness.  Other penitent psalms are 32, 38, 51, 102, 130 and 143.  In this psalm David spoke of the physical agony which often accompanies guilt, sometimes referred to as "the dark night of the soul."  In verses 1-7 David was in great distress.  He sensed the anger of God.  He experienced great sorrow, weariness and could not sleep.  In verses 8-10 David became aware of God's presence and moved from his distress to a renewed faithful conduct.  Even from the beginning of this psalm, David was seeking the LORD.  Five times in the first four verses, David called upon the LORD.  In the last two verses David was assured that the LORD had heard his weeping and his prayers, and that the LORD would act on his behalf.  Prayer is powerful in our lives because we pray to a powerful God who loves his children and acts on their behalf.  Certainly this is a model for us as we face even the most difficult challenges of life.

Psalm 7	The intensity of David's psalms seems to grow as we progress through these psalms.  In this one, David cried for justice.  David was overcome by the harsh wrongs done to him, and he pleaded for divine vindication.  In asking for rescue, David entreated God to search him for any wrongdoing which would have justified his enemy's actions.  God is the righteous judge who is indignant concerning all sin.  David is not alleging that he is perfect, only that he is innocent of the sins of which he was charged.  David does not presume to take vengeance into his own hands.  David also knows that his plea for justice is not a selfish concern but a recognition that God does indeed righteously judge all people.  Verses 12-16 speak to the consequences of unrepentant sin.  God's people are thankful for righteous judgment and praise God for answers to their prayers.

Psalm 51	True repentance was expressed by David in this psalm.  The prophet Nathan had confronted David concerning his sin with Bathsheba and by having Uriah murdered.  In repenting David recognized his own transgressions (violating a specific law), his iniquity (condition of sin), and his sin (personal act of sinfulness) while appealing to God's lovingkindness (covenant grace and love) and compassion (mercy).  Sin may be against oneself or someone else, and is always against God and therefore evil.  David recognized that God is justified and blameless in His judgments.   Mankind is sinful by nature (from conception) and some degree of sinfulness persists throughout life (ever before me).  A state of repentance is required for forgiveness.  In that forgiveness, God will cleanse and purify our lives and not count those sins against us.  But more than that, a clean heart and a steadfast spirit bring joy and a willing spirit to be obedient in the future.  Restoration of that relationship with God permits true worship from a broken and contrite heart.

Psalm 36	This psalm is divided into three parts: 
v. 1-4 describe the wicked:  no fear of God, wicked and deceitful words, 
	wicked plans, and not despising evil.  Rom. 1:32 tells us that evil heartily approves of evil.
v. 5-9 attest to God's holiness:  His lovingkindness, faithfulness, righteousness, great judgments;
	God preserves all creation. He is a refuge and a source of bountiful blessings.  He is the fountain
	of life, and the Light for all who see light.
v. 10-12 are a prayer that God will continue his lovingkindness to those who are upright in heart, protect 	them from personal pride and from those who would bring them harm.

Psalm 32	There is a strong connection between this psalm and Psalm 51.  In v. 3-4 David described his agony before he confessed his sin.  In v. 5 David defined confession for us:  he acknowledged his sin (agreed with God and took personal responsibility).  Confession was made without deceit.  v. 2   
1 John 1:9 says that "If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness."  God is faithful to his promises in Christ who saved us from the wrath of God, He is righteous in that justice for sin was suffered by Jesus on behalf of all who are His, and God's forgiveness cleanses those who are forgiven.

Isaiah expressed the urgency and importance of repentance.  "Seek the LORD while He may be found; call on Him while He is near. Let the wicked forsake his way and the evil man his thoughts. Let him turn to the LORD, and He will have mercy on him, and to our God, for He will freely pardon."    Isa. 55:6-7

In v. 1-2 David expressed great joy in his restored communion with God.  His sin was covered, removed and not to be considered again.  v. 6-7  Forgiveness brings protection and access.  v. 8-9 are written as if God is speaking concerning the future obedience of those who are forgiven.  God Himself will guide and teach them.  They are not to be stubborn or resistant to His instruction and counsel.  David concluded this psalm (v. 10-11) by acknowledging the sorrow of sin and the joy, love and grace experienced by the righteous.
_________________________________

Conclusion.

David, the shepherd boy who became King over God's people, was
	a man after God's own heart, 
	a faithful friend, 
	one who sinned but repented,
	a man whose praise for God overflowed into song, 
	the model for all the kings to come,
	the one through whom the King of kings was promised.
Our study of David, the shepherd king, only introduced us to this extraordinary man whose relationship with God is a testimony, and in some sense a model, to all of us today.  In the days ahead, you will build on the things you have learned in this course to more fully comprehend God's holiness, love and mercy.  

When you are sorrowful over sin, you can turn to David's psalms for comfort.
When you are persecuted by your enemies, you can turn to David's psalms for refuge.
When you have unanswered questions, you can turn to David's psalms for wisdom.
When your prayers lack direction, you can turn to David's psalms for guidance.
When you are overflowing with gratitude and praise for God, you can turn to David's psalms.  

We have only begun to learn from all that is recorded in Scripture about David.  
_______________________________________________
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