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Our lesson last week concluded our study of the life of David.  From a young boy watching sheep in the fields, God chose him to reign over the kingdom of Israel. David was a great warrior and military leader, a loyal friend, a dedicated servant to Saul and a defender of Saul’s family and in all things a man after God’s own heart.  Yet, we have seen that David violated the commands of the Torah, primarily when he behaved in ways of other kings of the world by taking a wife that was not his to take, by building a large harem of wives and concubines, by making treaties with ungodly nations, and by sanctioning and even participating in pagan worship of false gods.  David repented of his sins and worshiped God through his music, his desire for a proper worship site for God’s people, and his acts of mercy and justice.  David would remain the standard of righteousness and faithfulness for all future kings.  Years of trials, conflicts and exile would cause the people of Israel to yearn for a king like David. 

1 Kings 3   and   2 Chronicles 1	Getting off to a good start
Solomon began three construction projects: a palace for himself, a wall around Jerusalem, and the Temple. The people had the tabernacle in Gibeon and the tent and the altar in Jerusalem, but there was widespread worship of pagan gods “in the high places.”  Israel had been commanded by God to love 
the LORD, fear Him, and walk in His ways.  Yet, they regularly fell into pantheism or syncretism, worshiping Jehovah as well as pagan gods.  The LORD had commanded that they destroy all the high places of idolatry, but they had failed to do so. Taking foreign wives and succumbing to idolatry was a spiritual vulnerability against which they had been warned, but they did not obey God. 

When Solomon became king, the LORD appeared to him and asked,  “What do you wish Me to give you?”  David had evaluated Solomon as young and experienced.  Solomon saw himself as a little child and God’s servant. Solomon showed some wisdom even before asking for it! We all know that Solomon asked the LORD for an understanding heart to judge good and evil in order to rule wisely over Israel. Because he did not ask for himself but for the people, the LORD granted Solomon wisdom and riches. 

Solomon built a palace complex for himself (1 Kings 7:1-12).  The construction took nearly twice as long to finish as the Temple, and Solomon’s worldly interests never ceased and would cost more than his religious one.  Solomon’s palace consisted of five parts:  the Palace of the Forest of Lebanon, the Hall of Pillars, the Hall of Justice, a residence for himself, and one for Pharaoh’s daughter.  Solomon was the only reigning king to whom Pharaoh would give a daughter in marriage.  The palace was made of stone and wood and testified more to Solomon’s vanity than to God’s blessing. 

2 Chron. 1:14 - 5:14		Building the Temple
After 2500 years of human history, the Tabernacle was the first building commanded by God.  God had given Moses exact measurements and descriptions of the structure and furnishings for the Tabernacle in the wilderness.  Solomon would use the Tabernacle as a template for the Temple.

Materials and workers for building the Temple had been assembled by King David. Solomon began construction in the fourth year of his reign, ca. 960 BC. There are two “hills” in Jerusalem:  Mt. Zion where David’s tomb is now located, and Mt. Moriah where David had declared that the Temple would be constructed when he built an altar on the threshing floor of Onan.  An area of at least 600 by 300 feet was required. The Temple faced east to capture the rising sun. 
Measuring from the inside, the Temple was 60 cubits long by 20 cubits wide and 30 cubits high 
(90 x 30 x 45 feet). The interior was divided into two rooms: The Holy Place, 60 x 30 feet, and the Holy of Holies, 30 by 30 feet with a height of 30 feet, making a perfect cube.  Fifteen feet of space over the Holy of Holies served as upper rooms.  2 Chron. 3:9   The building was made of hewn stones and covered with a flat roof composed of cedar rafters and boards overlaid with marble.  Inside walls were lined with cedar and covered with carvings of cherubim, palms, garlands, and flowers. The floor was made of cypress. The entire interior was overlaid with thin plates of gold. 

The partition between the two rooms consisted of a folding door, 6 feet wide, made of olive wood which was carved and covered with gold like the walls. These doors stood open, but a veil hung over them. The ark of the covenant was in the Holy of Holies which was entered only once each year by the High Priest on Yom Kippur, the Day of Atonement. The entrance to the Holy Place was built of cypress and olive wood divided into upper and lower sections (like Dutch doors) and decorated to match the other surfaces. The Holy Place was furnished with ten lamp stands, incense altar, and ten tables of showbread. In front of the building was a porch, 30 x 15 cubits, with two bronze pillars Jachin  Yahweh will establish thy throne forever  and Boaz  In Yahweh is the king’s strength. On the sides of the Temple, but not touching it, were three-story-high buildings for supplies for Temple service. There was an inner courtyard reserved for priests, and a “great court” for the people.  In the inner court was the bronze altar for burnt offerings and a large laver (sea) for ceremonial washings. 

1 Kings 8:1-66		Dedicating the Temple
While these verses present the pomp, ceremony and ritual associated with a major religious building dedication, it also underscores Israel’s theological heritage.  For seven days, there was a procession, prayer, speeches, and sacrifices. By this dedication, God’ promises to Abraham, Moses and David are completed, and Israel is warned of its future disintegration. 
v. 1-13		The ark is brought into the Temple and the glory of the LORD filled the Temple.
v. 14-21	God’s greatness proclaimed by the Temple: to honor his name and house the ark.
v. 22-53	Solomon’s prayer had seven petitions to the LORD
		- continue to bless David’s dynasty			v. 25-26
		- be attentive to Solomon’s prayers			v. 27-30
		- give justice to the innocent				v. 31-32
		- forgive the repentant					v. 33-40
		- hear prayers of foreigners who visit the Temple	v. 41-43
		- give victory in time of war				v. 44-45
		- restore Israel after captivity				v. 46-53
v. 54-61	People are exhorted to keep God’s commands
v. 62-66	Sacrifices of worship 		22,000 oxen and 120,000 sheep

1 Kings 9:1-9
Solomon finished building the Temple and his palace, and the LORD appeared to him a second time (the first was to grant his one desire). This message from the LORD would be one of promise and a warning. The promise:  if Solomon continued to obey the LORD, He will make his dynasty secure just as He promised David.  The warning:  if the people disobey and forsake Him, the LORD will disperse the people and destroy the Temple. 


1 Kings 9:10-28	2 Chron. 8:1 - 9:30	Solomon’s wealth
At this point, over half of Solomon’s reign has passed. There are long lists of Solomon’s wealth, and his wise and just rule was widely recognized. He had territory, cities, servants, foreign forced laborers, flocks, herds, vineyards, orchards,  ships,  gold,  silver and bronze.  Solomon was famous and people, including foreign rulers, came to Jerusalem to seek wisdom from Solomon.

Although Solomon offered sacrifices to the LORD three times a year (required feasts, Ex 23:14-19) fulfilling his obligations to the LORD, his heart was not wholly faithful. 

1 Kings 10:1-13	The Queen of Sheba  heard of Solomon’s fame and came to Jerusalem to test him, a trip of about 1500 miles. She knew of his relation to the name of the Lord and recognized that only a powerful and great God could produce such a great king.  Israel was indeed blessed to have such a great king.  Solomon far exceeded his reputation, and she brought a large amount of gold and an even greater amount of spices.  Solomon gave the queen all that she desired.  Jesus referred to her in Matt. 12:42 as one who would listen to Solomon, but Jesus, One greater than Solomon, would not be heard. 

1 Kings 10:14-29	Solomon’s splendor
Solomon’s tax revenue amounted to many tons of gold (1 talent = 66 pounds;  666 talents = 43,956 pounds)  which is not a fantastic number considering all of Solomon’s economic interests in Egypt, Syria, Arabia, and the Mediterranean world.  Solomon made silver and gold as plentiful in Jerusalem as stone.  2 Chron. 1:15   Solomon had gold drinking vessels and made shields of gold probably used in ceremonial events.  Solomon’s ivory and gold throne was magnificent, elevated by steps and flanked by lions.  He had great numbers of horses, exotic chariots and horsemen.  Solomon exceeded all the kings of the earth in riches and in wisdom (v. 23). 

1 Kings 11:2-40	Solomon’s apostasy
Solomon (and Israel) excelled in wealth and prominence, and perhaps due to the presence of the Temple the people remained faithful for some period of time.  However, despite his obvious strengths, Solomon had a notable weakness for foreign women – Egyptian, Moabite, Ammonite, Edomite, Sidonian and Hittite. While most of these 700 wives may have resulted from political alliances, they would turn Solomon’s heart away from the LORD to serve idols.  In fact, Solomon had succumbed to all the warnings about kings given by Moses in Deut. 17:14-17, and he has not followed the requirements 
for kings of Deut. 17:18-20.  The gods Solomon worshiped included the fertility goddess Ashtoreth. Human sacrifices and especially children were offered to Molech (aka Milcom).  Chemosh was a god associated with astrology.  Solomon’s idolatry brought judgment from God and half the kingdom would be torn from his son, Rehoboam. 

Solomon reigned over Israel for 40 years. He enjoyed success in every area of his life, excelling in both domestic and foreign affairs.  He had subdued his rivals for the throne, organized the nation, built a palace and the Temple, made alliances with Tyre and Egypt, and brought peace to the land.  His final 
16 years brought many changes. A new Pharaoh in Egypt would support Solomon’s enemies and would invade Israel under the reign of Rehoboam, Solomon’s son.  The northern tribes would feel that they were bearing more than their share of conscripted labor and taxes. At Solomon’s death, Jeroboam would lead the northern tribes in rebellion against Rehoboam, dividing the nation. The people would follow idols and the Temple would be desecrated (2 Kings 23:3-20 630 BC) and destroyed in 586 BC.  A new Temple would be built in 515 BC, restored to grandeur by Herod, and destroyed in 70 AD. 
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