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It seems that David's life has been a bumpy road.  Although he has stayed on course in his love for the LORD and in living to honor Him, there have been potholes and detours.  David was chosen by God as a man after His own heart, and God's covenant with David will be fulfilled in Jesus who is the King who rules forever.  

A Temple for the LORD		1 Chron. 21:28-30
As David grew old, the wilderness tabernacle had been set up in Gibeon (where the human sacrifices had been made by the Amorites).  David would not go there to worship because of the judgment of God he had experienced.  David had built a new tent in Jerusalem to house the ark when he brought it to Jerusalem.  2 Samuel 6  David's desire to build a Temple for the LORD was denied because David was a man of war and of blood.  1 Kings 5:3; 1 Chron. 22:7-8, 28:3  It was Solomon, a man of peace and  David's son, who would build the Temple.  David accepted that his son would build the Temple in Jerusalem and saw his role as making preparations for that task.  1 Chron. 22:6-10  

The LORD's covenant with David has several references to "houses."  David wished to build a house (Temple) for the LORD, but the LORD would build a house (descendants) for David.  David's descendants through Solomon (who would build the Temple) would rule over Judah as long as it existed (just over 500 years until the exile), and a future son of David (Jesus) would reign over an eternal kingdom and a house (church) which God would build for Him.  Eph. 2:19-22

Making preparations		1 Chron. 22:1-16
David declared that the Temple would be built at the site of the altar on the threshing floor acquired from Ornan, the place for the bronze altar for burnt offerings.  Since the Temple would be a major undertaking for Solomon who was young and inexperienced.  David's heart was to make the necessary preparations which would have taken a substantial length of time.  Supplies included great quantities of iron, bronze, stone and timbers for the walls, ceilings, doors and gates.  Unlimited gold and silver would be available for the Temple.  Forced labor and skilled workers were put to work to make what would be needed when construction began.  Thus, David would complete ample preparations before his death.  

1 Chron. 22:11-16.		David's charge and blessing to Solomon. 
The blessing:	May the LORD be with you to be successful and to build the house of the LORD
			              to give you understanding and charge over Israel
				  to keep the law of the LORD		
The charge:	Be careful to observe the Law given through Moses.  Be strong and courageous.

1 Chron. 22:17 - 27:34    David's instructions to the leaders and assignments for the Temple.  
22:17-18	Leaders were instructed to set their heart and soul to seek the LORD and
		to give support to the building of the Temple.
23:1 - 26:32	Assignments for the Levites
Levites were descendants of the third son of Jacob, Levi.  From the time of Jacob and while in slavery in Egypt, the children of Israel had multiplied to several million.  In the wilderness under Moses, God chose the Levites to serve in His tabernacle.  They were assigned duties according to the families of his three sons:  Gershon, Kohath and Merari.  Aaron, the grandson of Kohath,  and his sons would be the priests who would offer the sacrifices and lead the worship.  The Tabernacle was moveable and strict instructions were given through Moses for the specific duties of each family and how moving the tabernacle and its furnishings was to be accomplished.  When the Temple was constructed, there were new assignments, and the Levites were to assist the Aaronites in making provision for the sacrifices and observing the sabbaths and festivals.  There were 38,000 Levites over age 30:  24,000 overseers for the work of the Temple, 6,000 officers and judges, 4,000 gatekeepers, and 4,000 worship musicians.  Of the musicians, Asaph is notable in the psalms.  Zadok and Ahimelech were high priests and in charge of the other Levites who serve at the Temple.
27:1-15	Military assignments
David divided his army into 12 divisions, each with 24,000 troops, and assigned commanders over them.  Each division was called up for active duty one month per year.
27:16-34	Other officials
David appointed leaders for each tribe.  Tribal lists vary in the Bible.  Here the tribes of Gad and Asher are not mentioned.  Overseers were in charge of David's storehouses, agricultural workers, vineyards and their produce, olive and sycamore trees, oil, cattle, camels donkeys and flocks. Among David's counselors are some familiar names: Ahithophel, Hushai, Benaiah, Joab and others.

1 Kings 1:1 - 2:46	Israel's next king
As it became obvious that David's life was coming to a close, his dynasty was to continue.  Ordinarily the oldest would be heir apparent.  David had many wives and concubines, eight of whom were named, and many children, the tenth son was Solomon.  Heir apparent to the throne was traditionally the oldest living son, but by the time of David's death 
	Amnon (means faithful) violated Tamar and had been killed by Absalom,  
	Chileab (means restraint) aka Daniel (means God is my judge), nothing else is known
	Absalom (means father of peace) rebelled and was killed by Joab, 
	Adonijah (means my Lord is Jehovah) might assume he is next in line
	Shephatia and Ithream were listed, but nothing further is known
	Shammua  (means renown or heard about)  aka Shimea (means report, rumor, fame)   
		2 Samuel 12:14-23 does not specifically name the child born to
		David and Bathsheba who died at 7 days of age, but it was probably Shammua.
	Shobab (means backsliding and rebellious) nothing further is known  
	Nathan  may have been mentioned in Zech. 12:12 and is in the lineage of Jesus through Mary
	Solomon (means peaceful) aka Jedidiah (means loved by God)
		2 Samuel 12:2-25 does not list by name any of Bathsheba's children except Solomon.
		These verses are considered proof text of Solomon's claim to the throne of David.
We can see that David's family structure is very complicated.  It certainly outstrips any concept of a "blended family."  Adonijah is a handsome man and imitates Absalom's earlier strategy for becoming king by riding in chariots with 50 men running before him.  His actions were not challenged by David.
Adonijah gained the support of Joab and Abiathar, but Zadok, Benaiah, Nathan, Shimei, Rei and the mighty men remained loyal to David.  

In preparation for a coup, Adonijah had a summit worship service at the cliff beside En-rogel which included the men of Judah,  the king's servants, and all David's sons except Solomon.   He also excluded Nathan and Benaiah.  This conspiracy could not be kept secret, and Nathan approached Bathsheba with a plan to secure the throne for Solomon.  Bathsheba would approach David and report Adonijah's behavior while reminding David that he had promised the throne to Solomon.  Nathan would arrive at the critical moment to confirm Bathsheba's report.

David acknowledge his vow to make Solomon king and called the high priest, Nathan the prophet, and Benaiah, head of his mighty men.  They were commanded to take Solomon in a procession which announced Solomon as King and anoint him in Gihon (a spring in the Kidron Valley) then bring Solomon back to Jerusalem and sit him on David's throne.  There was a great celebration as all the people rejoiced so that the earth shook at their noise.  When Adonijah learned of this, he and all his followers were terrified and they fled.  Adonijah went to the altar of the tabernacle for sanctuary and appealed to Solomon for his life.  He was pardoned but told that any future attempt would be fatal.  

David's life was ebbing away.  It was time to officially transfer the power to Solomon.  David charged Solomon to be strong and keep the commands of the LORD and to walk in His ways, so that Solomon would have success and maintain the throne of David as the LORD had promised.  In addition David asked that Solomon execute Joab and Shimei for their past crimes, but show kindness to the sons of Barzillai for their past faithfulness.  2 Sam. 19:31-39

David's prayer is recorded in 1 Chron. 29:10-19.  In verses 10-17 David praises God for His greatness, power and generosity to His people.  In verses 18-19 David petitions God to preserve the hearts of the people to obey Him and the heart of Solomon to build the Temple and to keep God's word.

1 Kings 2:10-11, 1 Chron. 29:26-30   David died at the age of 70 having ruled over Judah from Hebron for 7 years and over all Israel from Jerusalem for 33 years, "full of days, riches and honor."  He was buried in the city of David about 960 BC.  Around 500 BC when Israel was returning from the Babylonian exile, the tomb of David was still identified in the same place.  His tomb became the general burial place for the kings of Judah.  The building shown as David's tomb from the time of the Crusades is on the western hill of the city of Jerusalem commonly called Mt. Zion, but this is not consistent with the original site of burial for David.
2:13-25  Some time after David's death, Adonijah approached Bathsheba with a threat against 	Solomon.  Adonijah claimed a continuing right to the throne and asked that he be given David's 	nurse, Abishag the Shunammite, as a wife.  Solomon was incensed by this request, seeing it as a 	challenge to his rule, and commanded Adonijah be executed.
v. 26-27  Abiathar was deposed as priest because of his support for Adonijah.  
v. 28-35  As David had requested,  Joab was executed by Benaiah for brutally murdering Abner and 	Amasa, and Benaiah became commander of Solomon's army.
v. 36-46   Shemei had cursed David but had been shown mercy.  On his deathbed David had condemned 	Shemei, but Solomon had shown him mercy and allowed him to live but not leave the city.  	Three years later Shemei left in search of two runaway slaves, and upon his return Solomon had 	him executed.

David was a man after God's own heart.  The foundations of his character were firm and unshaken in his trust in the LORD.  His praise in psalms reveals deep spiritual awareness and a tender and sensitive awe for Jehovah.  When rarely straying from the commands of God, David was deeply grieved, repented and returned to obedience.  Scripture is uncompromising in presenting the truth of David's character including both flaws and strengths.  David set an example for the devotion and integrity required for leadership of God's people.  
1

