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Last week we began our study looking at history of Israel preceding the establishment of the Kingdom.  For over 300 years the people had turned away from God, worshiped idols, and everyone did what was right in their own minds. There was only a remnant of the faithful. The people were vulnerable to outside aggressors and there was conflict and civil war among the tribes. They had rejected God from being King over them and sought an earthly king like the nations around them.  They desired Saul as king (his name means "asked for"), and God gave them what they wanted.  1 Sam. 9 -  1 Sam. 15.

Saul was tall and handsome, "head and shoulders" above any of  the people.  Through Samuel, God anointed Saul as king, changed his heart and the Spirit of God came upon him.  Saul ruled from Gibeah and led his army in battle defeating many of their enemies and losing in battle as well, while also dealing with unrest and rebellion among his people.  Saul disobeyed God acting as a priest by offering a sacrifice when Samuel was delayed.  He also disobeyed God in battle when commanded to exterminate the Amalekites but he spared their king, Agag.  God's displeasure with Saul grieved Samuel. and Saul plunged deeper and deeper into idolatry even while continuing to acknowledge the LORD.  God desired a man after His own heart to be king over Israel, and David is that man.  The Spirit of the LORD would depart from Saul, and in his remaining years he would plagued by an evil spirit from the LORD.  Saul lost the strength, wisdom and peace which come from the Holy Spirit, and he would live in jealousy, suspicion, anger and fear.

Our faith is not based on or defined by our experiences, but is confirmed and enriched by experiences.  
David's life is a good example of this principle.

In this lesson we will meet David:  	  shepherd,       warrior,       servant,       friend,       fugitive

Shepherd	1 Sam. 16:1-13;    17:12-19, 34-37;     					
	Psalm  23
Warrior	1 Sam.    	      17:1-11, 20-33, 38-54;    	18:5-7, 25-27       19:8
	Psalms 144 and  59
Servant	1 Sam. 16:14-23;   17:55-58;       		18:2
	Psalm  5
Friend		1 Sam. 					18:1, 3-4;      	     19:1-7;      20:1-42
	Psalm 133
Fugitive	1 Sam. 					18:5-30;      	     19:9-24;           21:1-15
	Psalm  34

David, the Shepherd
Saul was the king the people had demanded, but Saul had failed.  God sent Samuel to anoint Israel's next king, a man after God's own heart.  Samuel grieved over Saul's disobedience to God. He also feared that Saul would discover his mission from God to anoint another king.  Samuel went to Bethlehem where he would contact Jesse and his family and with them and the elders a worship service would mask Samuel's primary task.  David, the youngest of eight brothers, was tending sheep.  In 1 Chron. 2:13-15 only seven are listed , but Elihu is a brother of David named in 1 Chron. 27:18.  Not listing Elihu in 1 Chron. 2 may be due to his not having any children, or perhaps he may have died young or even fallen into disrepute and disinherited.  

Shepherding was typical leadership training for men chosen by God:  Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Moses learned about God and His relationship with His people from caring for the sheep.  Often in danger and relying on God's help, David had killed lions and bears.  Psalm 23 expresses much of what David knew about God.  The Messiah was prophesied as a ruler who would shepherd Israel.  Micah 5:2  
	Jesus is the Good Shepherd who lay down His life for the sheep.  John 10:11-18  
	Jesus is the Great Shepherd of the sheep.  Heb. 13:20  
	He is the Shepherd and Guardian of our souls.  1 Pet. 2:25  
	He is the Chief Shepherd who will return with crowns of glory for all who are His.  1 Pet. 5:4

David, the Warrior
David was young, perhaps 15 to 17 years old, when Samuel anointed him king over Israel.  He remained with his family at Bethlehem, tending the sheep, but his three older brothers, who were over 20 years of age and eligible for the military, had joined Saul's army in a long-lasting battle against the Philistines.  David's duty was to go back and forth from home to the battlefield taking supplies for his brothers.  On one of these trips, Saul and his army had long fought without success against the Philistines and their champion, Goliath.  It was customary that a challenge for a one-on-one battle would determine the victor and give glory to his god.  Goliath had cursed David, a son of Abraham Gen. 12:3, and blasphemed the God of Israel.  David knew that the penalty for blasphemy was death by stoning.  Lev. 24:16   Maybe this was one more reason that David refused Saul's armor.  David's victory over Goliath, 3,000 years ago, is perhaps the most well known military battle in history.  

Saul would send David into battle expecting that sooner or later he would be killed by the Philistines.  While David had "opted out" of marriage to Saul's older daughter, he loved Michal and she loved him.  As a dowry, Saul required 100 foreskins of Philistines as proof of their deaths.  David brought 200!
Years later, in service to Saul, David was repeatedly victorious over Israel's enemies so that they fled before him.  No military challenge was too great although they never conquered the Philistines.    Although Saul was a successful warrior, people sang in the streets that Saul had killed his thousands, 
but David had killed his ten thousands.  David glorified God for victory and recorded his praise in Psalms 144.

David, the Servant
At his anointing by Samuel, the Spirit of the LORD came mightily upon David.  The Spirit of the LORD departed from Saul and he was from then on tormented by an evil spirit from the LORD which terrorized him.  What is this "evil spirit"?  This phrase is used only once in Judges (9:23) and eight times in the book of 1 Samuel.  There are no demons, only idols, in the Old Testament.  The Hebrew words here are    H7451, rah, 663x, meaning bad, evil, wickedness, trouble, adversity
H7377, ruwach, 378x, meaning breath, mind, deep feelings generated within a person, one's disposition.
What we know for sure is that it was the LORD who troubled Saul's soul.

One of Saul's servants identified David as one who could bring some relief to Saul.  Although David was a valiant warrior, his first assigned duty was to soothe Saul's troubled spirit. through music.  He played so well that Saul was refreshed and the evil spirit departed from him.  David was also a mighty man of valor, a warrior, one prudent in speech, handsome (but perhaps not so "Greek" as Michelangelo's statue), and the LORD was with him.  When Saul called David to play for him, David came.  When Saul sent David into battle, he went.

Although Saul would try many times to kill David, David never raised his hand against Saul.  After all, Saul was God's anointed king, and it must be God who delivered the kingdom to David.  
David honored God's sovereignty in all matters, and he knew the character qualities required by God.
Psalm 5.

David, the Friend
Jonathan was the eldest son of Saul and heir apparent to the throne.  During the early years of Saul's reign Jonathan had distinguished himself as a warrior and leader.  1 Sam. 13:2-3  The tyranny of the Philistines was unbearable for the Israelites, and Jonathan led a brave assault at Michmash.  1 Sam. 14:1, 4-14.  It is estimated that Jonathan was around 30 years old at that time, so he would have been decades older than David.  Their friendship began with David's victory over Goliath and was confirmed with a solemn covenant.  Several symbolic occurrences foretold David's future kingship.  Saul placed his own armor on David 1 Sam. 17:38-39, and Jonathan gave David his clothing 1 Sam. 18:1-4.  Jonathan actually conspired against his father and warned David of impending danger.  Their covenant extended to their descendants.  1 Sam. 20:42  David expressed his close friendship with  Jonathan in  Psalm 133.

Covenant friendship transcends all other friendships.  Jonathan loved David as himself, and their souls were knit together.  1 Sam. 18:1  Jesus expressed this covenant friendship in John 15:12-15 when He assured His disciples that they were His friends.

David, the Fugitive
Saul was David's enemy continually.  Scripture records that Saul was angry with David, viewed him with suspicion, was afraid of him, dreaded him, and was jealous of David's popularity with the people and with Saul's own servants.   David was protected from Saul by his friendship with Jonathan and his marriage to Michal.  Jonathan stood by David and protected him from Saul, pleading with Saul to spare David's life.  When Jonathan warned David that Saul would not relent 1 Sam. 20,  they parted company for some time until meeting again at Ziph when Jonathan again expressed confidence in David's rise to the throne, and David returned to Saul's royal court.   1 Sam. 23:15-18

At the defeat of Goliath and the Philistines, Saul had promised the victor great riches and his daughter in marriage, a promise not quickly fulfilled. Saul tried several tactics to eliminate David.  Twice Saul hurled a spear at David, intending to kill him.  Saul saw his opportunity to obligate David to continue to risk his life in battles against the Philistines by offering his daughter Merab in marriage.  David refused this offer, stating that he was unworthy.  David loved Saul's younger daughter Michal.  Saul agreed to their marriage because he thought Michal would become a "snare" to him.  Although David was devout in his faith to the LORD, Michal practiced idolatry.  When Saul sent men to David's house to murder him, Michal helped him escape.  

David fled to Samuel at Naioth in Ramah.  When Saul sent men to capture David, the LORD caused widespread prophesying (even Saul).  David returned to seek help from Jonathan who conspired with David against Saul.  Once more David fled, and he and his men were nourished by the priests' bread at Nob and was given Goliath's sword. 1 Sam. 21:1-9  Encountering Achish, king of Gath, David escaped by feigning insanity.   Psalm 34 acknowledges the LORD's protection from Achish.
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