Lesson 9


FOUNDATIONS OF THE FAITH  
 





Class Notes for March 8, 2016
   





Rom. 6:1-23, Life and Death

So far in our study we have seen that the gospel is the power of God for salvation,

justification comes by faith through grace, not of works or merit, and


those who are made righteous live by faith.

All mankind are born in the image and likeness of sinful Adam and will remain in that condition


unless and until God justifies those who are in Christ and they are born again.

Justification is the sovereign work of God whereby He imputes the sins of those who are in Christ


to Jesus and His righteousness is imputed to them.

Having been justified by God, one has peace with God, Jesus as Mediator and intercessor, faith, grace,


hope, great joy and gratitude, a new perspective on suffering, the love of God, the Holy Spirit, 


and the reliable promises of God.

Through Adam, one man's act sin brought sin into the world and death to all men through sin.


Through Jesus, one man's act brought righteousness and eternal life to many.  A federal system.
Those who are in Jesus have a special knowing relationship with God in which 

they possess a oneness with the Father, the Son and all others who are in Christ.

As Chapter 5 concluded, Paul states that while sin reigned from Adam to Moses, the Law brought further knowledge of sin, and therefore sin increased - God's grace is inexhaustible and sufficient to guarantee eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Rom. 6:1-7
Paul continues teaching in the "Socratic" method - asking the next obvious 
question and then answering it.  If increasing sin increases grace, and grace is a good thing, 
shouldn't we continue to sin so that grace will continue to increase! 
 
If not, why not?  It is a life-and-death matter

Paul further develops the relationship of Jesus with those who are justified by demonstrating the 
practical outcomes of salvation for those who have been justified - that God would produce 
actual righteous behavior in believers.
Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? . . . 


such were some of you; but you were washed, but you were sanctified, but 


you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and in the Spirit of our God. 1Cor. 6:9,11

To illustrate his point, Paul compares being justified in Christ to baptism, but he is not discussing 

water baptism here (that's a whole other topic) but is using baptism as an illustration or 
metaphor of  how we die to sin and live to Christ.  Those who practice baptism by immersion

point out that it is an effective picture of dying to self and being raised to walk in new life.

. . . having been buried with Him in baptism, in which you were also raised up with Him


through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead.

Col. 2:12
We no longer live in sin because, as Christ died because of sin and our sins are forgiven, 

our old, sinful self was crucified with Him.  As Paul wrote 

"I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but 


Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith


in the Son of God who loved me and gave Himself up for me."


Gal. 2:15-21

 Christ was raised from the dead so that our sinfulness was done away with,


 we are no longer slaves to sin.  A dead person is free from sin.

We are new creatures, the old things passed away, new things have come from God.
2 Cor. 5:17-18

Jesus' resurrection was with power through a demonstration of the power of God.


We, too, walk in new life by the power of God.  Those who are made righteous live by faith.

This baptism into Christ is a picture of being united with Him.  


It is an immersion and an identification - we are in Christ and He is in us.

For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks,


 whether slaves or free, and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.

1 Cor. 12:13

For all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.

Gal. 3:27

. . . baptism now saves you - not the removal of dirt from the flesh, but an appeal to God

for a good conscience - through the resurrection of Jesus Christ.


1 Pet. 3:21

The one who joins himself to the Lord is one spirit with Him.



1 Cor. 6:17

Rom. 6:8-13
Death to sin    and    life in Christ.
When someone is convicted by the Law, condemned and executed, the Law has no further claim on him.

Our identification, unity, is with Jesus:

He died for sin






we die to sin


He was raised from the dead and lives


we live with Him


He will never die again, death is no longer master

we have eternal life in Him

Therefore, we are to declare our selves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.



     to not let sin reign in our bodies to obey its lusts.  Flee immorality.
1 Cor. 6:18



     to present ourselves to God as those alive from the dead



     to devote ourselves as instruments of righteousness

Sin is not master over us because we are in Christ and sin has been defeated by His resurrection.

The concept of being in its leader and founder is unique to Christianity.  No one is in Mohammed or in 
Buddha or any other religion.  This unity is much more than learning the teachings or following 
the leader.  Those who see their religion as being only followers pick and choose their beliefs, 
fall in and out of acceptance and conformity, and may float from one religion to another without 
violating their conscience.  

Paul teaches what it means to be "in Christ" in the book of Ephesians.
Over 20 times the phrase "in Christ" or "in Him" appears.  From the first 13 verses of chapter 1, we see

We are faithful in Christ Jesus.


God has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ.


God chose us in Jesus before the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before Him.


God predestined us to adoption through Jesus Christ to Himself.


God's grace was freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.


In Jesus we have redemption and forgiveness.


God's will has been brought about in Jesus, in that all things are summed up in Christ.


We have an inheritance in Christ.  


We have hope in Christ.


In Jesus we were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise.

We were created in Jesus for good works.






Eph. 2:10

Through Jesus we have access to the Father.






Eph. 2:18

Rom. 6:14-15

Law    or   Grace
Back to the original question in v. 1:  Shall we sin because we are not under law but under grace?

Same answer:  May it never be!








We are not justified by works but through faith.  Jesus is not a minister of sinners.  


We died to the Law to live to God, crucified with Christ and Christ lives in me.


If the Law would save, Jesus died needlessly.




Gal. 2:16-21

The Holy Spirit is given not through works but by hearing with faith.


Gal. 3:2

The Law condemns, but grace redeems.  






Gal. 3:19-27
Rom. 6:16-23

Slaves to Sin

or
Slaves to Righteousness
Jesus said, "Everyone who commits sin is the slave of sin."




John 8:34

The Apostle John wrote, "No one who is born of God practices sin, because 


His seed abides in him; and he cannot sin, because he is born of God.  


By this the children of God and the children of the devil are obvious:  


anyone who does not practice righteousness is not of God 


nor the one who does not love his brother."





1 John 3:9-10

Those who are saved were formerly slaves of sin . . .


loved the darkness rather than the Light because their deeds were evil

John 3:19


are of their father the devil who is a liar and a murderer



John 8:44


walked according to the prince of power of the air




Eph. 2:2


lived in the lusts of the flesh; indulging the flesh and the mind;



were children of wrath





           2 Tim. 2:25-26


The whole world lies in the power of the evil one




1 John 5:19


are spiritually dead and cannot understand spiritual things


Eph. 2:1, 2 Cor. 2:14

The god of this world has blinded their minds




2 Cor. 4:3-4
Those who are slaves to impurity and lawlessness resulted in more lawlessness.




Those things are shameful and the outcome is death.

Jesus freed us from slavery to sin and we became slaves of righteousness.


Being a slave to righteousness brings sanctification!



Being freed from sin (the penalty and power of sin), 


we are enslaved to God which brings sanctification and the outcome is eternal life.

The wages (that which is earned and due) of sin is death, BUT


the free gift (not earned nor merited) of God is eternal life in 


Christ (the promised Messiah of God) Jesus (Savior) our Lord (Master)!
If everyone is either a slave of sin or a slave of righteousness, knowing that slaves are subject to their master, what is man's free will?  There is constant debate concerning whether God acts sovereignly or if God acts in response to man's ability to make choices free from any restraints (therefore - free).  Does God save us by His power or by persuasion which changes our minds?  Is God's initial work in our minds or in our inner being (heart)?  Does man have the capacity to choose his eternal destination-- heaven or hell, to accept or reject Christ?  Once justified, does man then have the ability to change his mind or lose his salvation?  These are important questions.  Does one who is a slave have free will?
In the OT, freewill is one word, used 23 times, and is an adjective modifying offering.  It means voluntary (not required), liberal, plentiful, spontaneous.  It refers to the motive and spirit of the offerer and not the nature of the offering or the external mode in which it is offered. Free will in the NT is two words, only used in Philemon 1:14. and meaning voluntary.  
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