Lesson 8


FOUNDATIONS OF THE FAITH  
 





Class Notes for March 1, 2016
   





Rom. 5:1-21, Results of Justification, Federal Identity

After covering four chapters we have been introduced to several foundational doctrines.  
For a quick review:   
The gospel is the power of God for salvation.


Rom. 1:17



The righteous shall live by faith.




Rom. 1:18

Original sin:  Adam's sinful nature was passed down through Seth to all humanity.

Total depravity or radical corruption:   The effects of sin are physical in that all die; 

mental in that all have knowledge of evil; and 

spiritual in that until regeneration by God all are spiritually 
dead.


Rom. 3:10-18
Predestination or unconditional election:  


Those who are saved were chosen by God before the foundation of the world.
Eph. 1:4


Salvation is by God's grace through faith given by God, not by merit or works.
Eph. 2:4-9

Irresistible grace or effectual call:  God acts in sovereign grace so that 


the elect will find Jesus irresistible.  God gives spiritual life to 


those who were dead in their trespasses and sins and


and frees them from the power of Satan.



John 6:29, 2 Tim. 2:25-26

Limited atonement or specific redemption:  Jesus' life, death and resurrection were 

for the benefit of only those whom the Father gave Him.



Rom. 8:32
Justification is a sovereign, unilateral, instantaneous act of God whereby 


Jesus' righteousness is imputed to an individual, and 


that person's sins are imputed to Jesus--double imputation



2 Cor. 5:21


Justification is followed by sanctification and culminates in glorification.

Rom. 8:28-29

Rom. 5:1-5  That instantaneous justification by God brings many benefits.  As Paul continues 
his letter to the church at Rome, he lists for them (and for us) what it initially and instantly means to be justified by faith.
v. 1
We have peace with God.  Scripture speaks of two kinds of peace:  Peace with God 


which comes with our justification in Christ.  We were formerly enemies. 

Rom. 5:10

And the peace of God which passes all understanding.

                   John 14:27; 16:33


Jesus is our mediator through whom this peace is realized.



Heb. 7:25
v. 2
Introduction to God. We now have access to the very throne of God 


through our Jesus our Mediator.






Heb. 4:15-16


The faith that justifies is also the faith by which we will live and be sanctified.
Rom. 1:27

The grace of God; His sovereign disposition to grant us all that is beneficial.


His lovingkindness which is love plus grace given only to those who are in Christ.


We have hope--the sure expectation that God will fulfill all that He has promised.


This  hope does not disappoint!  v. 5

v. 3-4
We exult, having great and constant joy, not only because of hope, 

but we have a new perspective on suffering which brings perseverance and

proven character.








2 Pet. 4:14-16

v. 5
The love of God, not in small measure, but poured out in our hearts.

1 John 3:1


The Holy Spirit who will guide, teach, comfort, help our prayers . . . . 

John 16:13-15
Perhaps the promises in verses 3-5 have to be experienced in order to be fully believed.  Because we have hope in Christ, we are constantly joyful.  Look at the progression which confirms this hope:

We exult in hope . . .


We exult in our tribulations



knowing that tribulation brings perseverance


Matt. 5:10-12; 1 Pet. 2:20



perseverance brings proven character (moral excellence)


Rev. 2:2-3



and proven character brings hope for all who are in Christ.


2 Pet. 5-8


Hope does not disappoint because of 



God's love and the Holy Spirit's work in our lives.

Rom. 5:6-11
In these verses Paul goes back to remind us of the former condition of those who are 
not justified:  helpless, ungodly, sinners, enemies!  And abiding under the wrath of God.
John 3:36

What brought about this justification?  Christ died for us.  In that condition!  

We are saved from the wrath of God through Jesus.  Surely the greatest benefit of all!

Not because we were righteous or good.  But because of God's love for us.


Eph. 2:4-5

We were reconciled to God  (we did not initiate or contribute to this reconciliation)

through the death of His Son which satisfied our sin debt and made us sinless before God, 


by His life of perfect righteousness which was imputed to us making us righteous before God.

Our response must be constant gratitude and joy 


to God through Jesus who has accomplished all this on our behalf.

What excuse would we have to grumble and complain?  Fail to worship, witness, obey, study?  

Be ungrateful, greedy, selfish?  

Knowing God 
God has revealed Himself through creation and through an internal knowledge to all mankind.  Therefore, everyone knows about God.  However, there is a special relationship with God 

for all those who are justified, and that is to know God.  

In His high priestly prayer, Jesus defined eternal life as knowing God, the only true God, and 


Jesus Christ, whom God sent.







John 17:3

The world does not know God in this way, but those who are in Christ have that knowledge


through which God's love is in them.






John 17:25-26

Jeremiah wrote of this knowledge.







Jer. 9:23-24.

Hosea wrote,  "For I delight in loyalty rather than sacrifice, and in the knowledge of God


rather than burnt offerings.







Hosea 6:6

Paul also wrote about this extraordinary knowledge of Christ. 



Phil. 3:8-10.

A classic work on this topic is a book by J. I. Packer, "Knowing God."
To be known by God.  

While God is omniscient, having all knowledge, there is a relational "knowing" which is 

only between God and those who are His in Christ which is yet another benefit of justification.
Earlier we had seen from Matt. 7:21-23 that this knowing is crucial.

They called Him "Lord, Lord"   Claiming to know Jesus is not sufficient.


They did great works in His name.  Works do not confirm a relationship with Jesus.

Only the acknowledgement by Jesus that He knows them is assurance.  

Otherwise even their "good" works are lawlessness.

Moses prayed to know God's ways so that he could know Him and find favor in His sight.  Ex. 33:13

God's reassurance to Moses what that He knew Moses!




  Ex. 33:17
Jeremiah was known by God before He formed him in the womb.



  Jer. 1:5

Nahum wrote that God knows those who take refuge in Him.



  Nahum 1:7

In the parable about the ten virgins, 


those who were left out of the wedding were not known by the bridegroom,
  Matt. 25:12

Jesus declared, "I am the good shepherd, and I know My own, and My own know Me,


even as the Father knows Me and I know the Father;  . . .



John 10:14-15

And "My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me; and 


I give eternal life to them, . . . 






John 10:27-28

"If anyone loves God, he is known by Him."






1 Cor. 8:3

"But now that you have come to know God, or rather to be known by God, 


how is it that you turn back again . . . . 





Gal. 4:9

"Nevertheless, the firm foundation of God stands having this seal, 


"The Lord knows those who are His," . . .





2 Tim. 2:19
"Knowing" expresses a oneness with God in Christ, "that they may all be one;


even as You, Father, are in Me and I in You, that they also may be in Us,. . .
John 17:21
Rom. 5:12-21

A Federal Identity:  From  Death in Adam  to  Life in Christ
In Rom. 5:10-11, Paul has asserted that we are saved through Jesus' death and His life. 
The obvious question is, "How can the death of one person, Christ, provide salvation for many?"  
To prove  his point, Paul explains how Adam's actions affected many other people.

v. 12-14
Through one man sin entered the world and death through sin.



Death spread to all men because all men sinned.



Even before the Law (from Adam to Moses) death reigned because of sin.



The Law brought an objective measure of sin and specific accountability.


Adam, the one who brought sin and death, is a type of 


Jesus, the one who brought righteousness and eternal life.


This contrast between Adam and Jesus is also found in


      1 Cor. 15:45-49
v. 15-21
Paul continues by contrasting 


the condemning act of Adam with the redeeming act of Christ.  They were different in
- their effectiveness.  The word "many" used here is a parallelism which is repeated in




verse 18 by the use of the word "all."


All people, without exception, bear the guilt of sin and are therefore subject to death.


Jesus' act of redemption was immeasurably greater than Adam's one act of condemnation.

- their extent.
Through Jesus, the gift is salvation resulting in justification for many transgressions.


Through Adam's one transgression resulted in judgment and condemnation.

 

- their efficacy.  Adam's sin brought universal death.



  Jesus' sacrifice brought grace and righteousness for all who reign in life in Jesus. 

- their essence.
  Adam's one transgression resulted in condemnation; many were made sinners.


  Jesus' one act of righteousness resulted in justification; many were made righteous.
- their energy.  The Law, by explicitly defining sin, brought a consciousness of sin and therefore

sin increased.  God's grace is always sufficient, and as sin increased grace increased more.


Sin reigned in death; Grace reigns through righteousness to eternal life through Jesus.
As we continue our study.    Next question:  If sin increases grace from God, which is a good thing, 
why not just sin more?    Paul answers that next week!
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