Lesson 7


FOUNDATIONS OF THE FAITH  
 





Class Notes for February 23, 2016
   





Rom. 4:1-25, Examples of Faith in the OT

Last week we studied how sinful, helpless and hopeless sinners are made right with God by His sovereign act of justification.  Although every person is born with a sinful nature, does not seek God, and is spiritually dead, God intervenes to save some through faith and the accomplished work of Jesus.  A clear example is Paul who was "turned around in the road" on his way to do what he thought was right, but he was going the wrong way doing the wrong things.  His encounter with Jesus had immediate results in that he obeyed what Jesus had instructed, he was baptized, and he began to proclaim Jesus as the Son of God.  Paul was saved by power and not by persuasion.
This has always been true.  Abraham and his family were living in Ur, were serving other gods, and moved to Haran.  The LORD called him.  From that moment on, Abraham obeyed God, worshiped only God, believed God which was credited to him as righteousness, and benefited from the covenant which the LORD made to give him a land and many descendants through whom the Messiah would come.  

v. 1-5
As we looked back at Abraham's life, Scripture reveals to us how God worked to bring him righteousness.  Terah and his family were living in Ur serving other gods.  Under Terah's guidance they moved to Haran.  In Haran God called Abram.  The LORD took the initiative and  called Abram to go.  Abram obeyed, worshiped and believed.  His belief was righteous because he had been effectually called and justified by God.  Abraham believed and it was credited to him as righteousness.
v. 6-8
In referencing David's psalm, Paul extends to all mankind that justification is completely apart from any kind of human work or effort.  Righteousness is credited not earned.
v. 9-12  Even Abraham's obedience to the covenant sign would not save him. He was declared righteous before he was circumcised. Many of his descendants would carry that sign in their bodies but would not be right with God.  Righteousness is credited, not earned.
v. 13-15  Obedience to the Law will not bring righteousness, but only through faith is righteousness credited.  And faith is a gift from God.  The Law cannot bring righteousness, particularly since the Law was given hundreds of years after Abraham died. It is by grace through faith that anyone becomes righteous.  The promise that all the world would be blessed refers to the Messiah who is "heir of the world" .

v.16-18  Abraham, as a man of faith, has many descendants of many nations who are of faith like his.  The spiritual promises to Abraham are for all who will believe, those who are of the Law (Jews) and also many nations (Gentiles).  

v. 19-22  Abraham's obedience was an act of faith (a gift from God), 


not from human reasoning or effort.  


Abraham was not weak in faith--despite the circumstances.


Abraham believed God's promises and grew strong in faith.


He was fully assured that God would do what He had promised.


It was his faith, given to him by God, which was credited as righteousness.

v. 23-25  This was recorded for our benefit--that we would understand that God was the source of righteousness and not Abraham or his works.  Because we who are in Christ were saved the same way, and we are spiritual descendants of Abraham.    Gal. 3:29

____________________________________________
This action by God to intervene in a person's life to save him is referred to as an effectual call.  
There is a universal call in that God reveals Himself to all the world through creation and through an understanding within each person so that no one has an excuse and all the world is accountable to Him.  But there is a specific call which results in justification.  That call on a person's life, by the grace of God, is irresistible.  The doctrine is irresistible grace.
No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him.



John 6:44

All that the Father gives Me shall come to Me.





John 6:37

This is the work of God, that you believe on Him whom He has sent.


John 6:29

. . . who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, 


nor of the will of man, but of God.






John 1:13
So then it does not depend on the man who wills or the man who runs,


but on God who has mercy.







Rom. 9:16

The Son gives life to whom He will.







John 5:21

He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness,


but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing 


by the Holy Spirit, whom He poured out upon us richly through 


Jesus Christ our Savior, so that being justified by His grace 


we would be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life.


Titus 3:5
It the will of God that those whom He gave to Jesus before the foundation of the world 



will be saved.  Eph. 1:4 
God acts in sovereign grace in such a way that those who are called will


find Jesus irresistible.  God does not force them to trust in Jesus but rather gives them 


spiritual life.  Regeneration must precede both belief and true repentance.

Whatever is not of faith is sin.  Rom. 14:23









_____________________
Justification of those who are saved was achieved by the life and work of Jesus.  Righteousness is imputed to those who are saved.  2 Cor. 5:21   Since all that is required for natural man to be right with God is that Jesus' death atoned for his sins.  Therefore, if Jesus' death atoned for the sins of all people, all people are saved.  But we know that all people are not saved.  The doctrine that Jesus died only for those who are saved and that His death was effective for all who are saved is called limited atonement or specific redemption.
I am the good shepherd, and I know My own and My own know Me, even as the


 Father knows Me and I know the Father; and I lay down My life for the sheep.
John 10:14-15

But you do not believe because you are not of My sheep.  My sheep hear My voice, and 


I know them, and they follow Me; and I give eternal life to them, and 


they will never perish  







John 10:26-28

He will save His people from their sins.






Matt. 1:21

This is the blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for forgiveness of sins.
Matt. 26:28
_______________________________

Since God chooses those who are to be saved, those for whom Christ died are called the elect.

You have not chosen Me, I have chosen you.






John 15:16

As many as were ordained to eternal life believed.





Acts 13:48

It is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure.

Phi. 2:13

He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world that we would be holy and


blameless before Him.







Eph. 1:4

God has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works,


but according to His own purpose and grace, which was given us 


in Christ Jesus before the world began.





2 Tim. 1:9

This is the doctrine of election.
____________________________

Because those who are saved were chosen by God before the foundation of the world, and

those who are saved will be sanctified and glorified, their eternal destiny is secure.  This is the 

doctrine of predestination--the end was determined before the beginning.

He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself.


Eph. 1:5

We have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to His purpose


who works all things after the counsel of His will.




Eph. 1:11

We speak God's wisdom in a mystery, the hidden wisdom which God predestined


before the ages to our glory.







1 Cor. 2:7
Those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the 


image of His son, and these whom He predestined, He also called; and 


these whom He called He also justified; and these whom He justified, 


He also glorified.








Rom. 8:29-30

___________________________

This is the salvation process:


Foreknown,    elected,   predestined,   called,   justified,   sanctified,   glorified  -- 

All according to God's will and for His glory.

There are some questions yet to be answered:

Why doesn't God save everybody?   



What about man's free will?  

Can a person who is saved lose his salvation?  

How can a person be absolutely sure that he is saved?  

Since God is sovereign in who is saved, why pray for those who are not saved?  

How different is the life of one who is saved from one who is not?

 . . . . . .  and we keep studying.
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