Lesson 6


FOUNDATIONS OF THE FAITH  
 





Class Notes for February 16, 2016
   





Romans 3:19-31,  Justification by Faith
In our past few lessons we have studied the condition of natural man and the extent of his sinfulness.  All mankind is sinful from birth having been born in the image of sinful Adam, does not seek God, and is incapable of understanding spiritual truth.  Since mankind is inherently sinful, prone to sin, loves the darkness, is under the power of Satan, and all his actions are without merit before God, it becomes obvious that he can do nothing to save himself or make himself right with God.  His only hope is that God will intervene and do for him what he cannot do for himself!  

Rom. 3:19-20

All the world is accountable to God.

By the Law (good works), no one is justified.  Obeying the Law to the letter, even if that were possible, would not make man just before God.  But the Law gives knowledge of sin and makes everyone accountable to God.  No one can claim ignorance.  Rom. 1:19, 2:14.   

The Law, however, has three purposes:

1.   The Law reveals to us the perfect righteousness of God and our own sinfulness and 

      shortcomings.  It gives knowledge of sin and by showing us our need for forgiveness and 

      danger of  condemning judgment, it leads us to repentance and obedience in Christ.

2.   The Law has a civil function in that it establishes standards by which ruling authorities 

      administer justice and provide safety and security for the people.

3.   The Law is a guide to those who are in Christ to do good works as an expression of 

      their love for Him and to accomplish the good works for which they were saved.

Rom. 3:21-23

Apart from the Law.

How then can sinful, helpless and hopeless man be made holy and blameless before God?

Through faith in Jesus Christ.  Remember:  Faith is the enabling power of God.  
We are saved by faith and those who are saved by faith (the righteous) will live by faith.       Rom.1:17
Throughout all history God has revealed His righteousness not only through the Law but also by the prophets.  This righteousness is attainable only through faith in Jesus Christ.  By faith those who are saved believe. It is cause and effect:  Faith is the cause; belief, worship, obedience, etc. are the effects. Belief (a cognitive process by which one accepts the validity of information and acts upon it) 
without faith as its source will not save.  

Rom. 3:24-25

Justification is a gift!

As we have studied natural man it has become unquestionable that we have no merit before God nor can any good works make us righteous before Him.  Unless God acts to change that condition, there is no hope.  Justification is an instantaneous, sovereign, intercessory, beneficial, unilateral act of God (grace) to declare a sinner righteous.  It is a judicial act by which one is judged guilty but declared righteous.  By grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God.  Eph. 2:8

. . . justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and in the Spirit of our God.

1 Cor. 6:11

. . . a man is not justified by the works of the Law but through faith in Christ Jesus.
Gal. 2:16

. . . no one is justified by the Law before God is evident . . .




Gal. 3:11

. . . the Law has become our tutor to lead us to Christ so that we may be justified by faith. Gal. 3:24

He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according

to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit, whom 

He poured out upon us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that being justified 

by His grace we would be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life.


Titus 2:5-7

Justification is instantaneous, but in that instant several things are accomplished by God.
The sinner is now a saint, set apart and devoted to God.
Rom. 1:7; Eph. 1:1; 1 Cor. 1:2; Col. 1:2; . . . 
The saint is a new creation.  Once dead in sin, now alive in Christ.
 


Created in  Christ Jesus for good works . . . 


                     Eph. 2:10; 2 Cor. 5:17  


That creation event brings a new heart and a new spirit.  


        Ezek. 11:19-20


Those in Adam all die; those in Christ will be made alive.



 1 Cor. 15:22


Even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive with Christ  

       Eph. 2:5


When you were dead . . . He made you alive together with Him


      Col. 2:13


Christ died for sins so that He might bring us to God made alive in the spirit
    1 Pet. 3:18

The saint is redeemed. A satisfactory price has been paid.

. . . from the curse of the Law






  
Gal. 3:13


. . . redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses 

 Eph. 1:7


. . . sealed by the Holy Spirit for the day of redemption



Eph. 4:30


. . . rescued from the domain of darkness, transferred to the kingdom of 


      His beloved Son, in whom we have reception, the forgiveness of sins.

Col. 1:13-14


. . . Christ obtained eternal redemption. . . 





Heb. 9:11


. . . Jesus' death accomplished redemption . . . 




Heb. 9:15


. . . you were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold from your 


futile way of life inherited from your forefathers, but with precious blood, as of 


a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ.



1 Pet. 1:18-19
Propitiation has been achieved on his behalf.   The payment was satisfaction for the debt.

Jesus had to be made like His brethren in all things, so that He might become 



a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God to make 



propitiation for the sins of the people.




Heb. 2:17

He Himself is the propitiation for our sins . . .




1 John 2:1-2


God loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins


1 John 4:10

Rom. 3:26
     Justification demonstrates God's righteousness. 

Not man's merit or good works (which he does not have before God) which would glorify man. 

God is glorified (revealed, demonstrated).

God is the just (righteous) judge of the sinfulness of natural man, and He is also the one 
who will justify (declare righteous) the one who has faith (given to him by God) in 
Jesus (who satisfied the sin debt of death on behalf of all those who are in Him).

Rom. 3:27-31     Who, then, can boast since God is the only One who has done anything?

In verses 21-31 which define justification, the word faith appears eight times.  At the point of justification man has done nothing--he has not believed, done any good works, or had any merit 
before God.

A good example:
Saul / Paul

Saul was in hearty approval of putting Stephen to death.


He participated in a great persecution against the church in Jerusalem 



causing the church to scatter throughout Judea and Samaria.


Saul began ravaging the church, entering house after house, 



dragging off men and women putting them in prison.


Acts 8:1-3

Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the


high priest to go to Damascus so that if he found any belonging to the Way


both men and women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem.


Acts 9:1-2

Before Agrippa, Paul spoke of his past behavior:


I thought to myself that I had to do many things hostile to the name
 of Jesus of Nazareth.


And this is just what I did in Jerusalem; not only did I lock up many of the saints in prisons,


having received authority from the chief priests, but also when they were being put to death, 


I cast my vote against them.  And as I punished them often in all the synagogues, I tried to 


force them to blaspheme; and being furiously enraged at them, I kept pursuing them 


even to foreign cities.








Acts 26:9-11

Later, in writing to Timothy, Paul recalled his actions


I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because He considered


me faithful, putting me into service, even though I was formerly a blasphemer


and a persecutor and a violent aggressor.  . . . 



        1 Tim. 1:12-13

What happened to change Saul?  Jesus confronted him on the road to Damascus.

Acts 9:3-20


The confrontation was individual.  Others heard the voice but did not see Jesus.


The condemnation was specific:  Saul's persecution was against Jesus.


Saul was blinded physically, symbolic of his spiritual blindness.


Saul obeyed Jesus.  He was led to Damascus where he fasted and prayed for three days.


Jesus had instructed Saul that he would be told what to do.  



Later Paul taught about being created in Christ Jesus for good works.  
Eph. 2:10


Through Ananias, Jesus told Saul that he would



bear Jesus' name before the Gentiles and kings and sons of Israel, and



suffer for Jesus' name sake.


Saul's sight was restored and he will filled with the Holy Spirit.  


His fasting was over and he was baptized.  


He ate, was strengthened, and immediately began to proclaim Jesus as the Son of God.

Jesus told Nicodemus that unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.
John 3:3

That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.
John 3:6

Every saint is saved in exactly the same way as Saul:  going the wrong way, doing the wrong thing.  

Confronted by Jesus, changed, and given spiritual life.  It is the truth about Jesus (the gospel) 

which is the power (not persuasion) of God for salvation.   




Rom. 1:16
Our heart (inner being) is changed.  Our mind will be changed later.     


Rom. 12:2
This is God's work of justification by grace alone, through faith alone, in Christ alone.
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