Lesson 5


FOUNDATIONS OF THE FAITH  
 





Class Notes for February 9, 2016
   





Romans 3:9-18,  Radical Corruption
In writing to the Romans, Paul is spending a lot of time describing the sinfulness of man.  

Pagan man knows about God but suppresses that truth in unrighteousness resulting in a dishonored 

     body, degrading passions, and a depraved mind.  He is an idolater, immoral, and worthy of death.

Moral man, whether Jew or Greek, has a conscience to know good and evil, but rejects the kindness, 

     tolerance and patience of God to not obey the truth but to practice the same things about which he  

     would judge others.

Religious man, especially the Jew, has the covenants and the prophets, but his heart is not right before    

     God, and by making his own laws he misrepresents and blasphemes the name of God.

Just in case we might think there may be someone not included in these three representative men, Paul continues to show the universal and complete sinfulness of all men, whom we will call natural man.
The extent of the sinfulness of natural man is foundational to understanding all sound doctrine concerning salvation.  

Romans 3:1-8   Paul anticipates their questions as they seek to justify their sinfulness.
Question:
What advantage has the Jew or what is the benefit of circumcision?

      Answer:
Great.  They were entrusted with the oracles of God.  The Law and the prophets.

Question:
Would their unbelief (and judgment) nullify the faithfulness of God?

      Answer:
Never!  God is always true and just.  Even if all mankind lies, God remains truthful.

Question:
Since man's unrighteousness demonstrates God's righteousness, how can He judge man?

      Answer:
It is God's righteousness which requires Him to judge unrighteousness.

Question:
Why does God judge man when man's lie demonstrates God's truth?



Why not say, let man do evil that good may come.  (sarcasm)

      Answer:
Their condemnation is just.

Paul addressed the possible argument that sin is necessary to demonstrate the righteousness of God.  The more man sins, the more God can show grace.  A natural conclusion then would be that by not showing grace but inflicting wrath on sin, God's wrath is unrighteous.  Perhaps Romans 6:1-2 is a bit clearer:  Are we to continue in sin so that grace may increase?  May it never be!  God judges unbelief and disobedience because He is holy and  just.  Sinful man has no excuse.  

Romans 3:9 presents natural man, Jews and Greeks, as corrupt and depraved in all aspects of his being.  To understand the roots of this sinfulness, we have to go back to the original sin recorded in Genesis.      


God (Elohim, plural) created man in His own image:  



Gen. 1:27    



a trinity:  body, soul, spirit   





1 Thes. 5:23


Our faith is monotheistic:  One God, but three persons



Deut. 6:4

The word trinity does not appear in Scripture, but the three persons of the Godhead often appear in very close proximity.  Matt. 3:16-17, 23:8-10;  Luke 1:35;  John 3:35-36; Rom. 8:11, 16-17; 1 Cor. 2:2-5, 14-16;  1 Cor. 12:3; 2 Cor. 1:21-22;  2 Cor. 13:14;  Eph. 2:18; 4:4-6; Titus 3:4-6;  Eph. 4:4-6 . . . . and more.
While the Trinity cannot be defined, the Trinity can be described as


-  identical in essence

Heb. 1:3


-  identifiable in person
2 Cor. 13:3


-  ordered in authority 
1 Cor. 11:3-4


-  cooperative in function
1 Cor. 12:4


-  united in purpose

Eph. 2:18; John 5:19-21

Adam was created perfect in body (to live forever), with exceptional intelligence (named all the animals)

and spiritually alive and in communion with God.  Adam and Eve had one command:  do not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  You know what happened.  They ate and they died.  

     They died spiritually immediately:  They were ashamed and hid from God.  

Gen. 2:8 

     They died mentally (soul = intelligence and personality) in that they had knowledge of evil.

     They began to die physically, although Adam lived 930 years.



Gen. 5:5

God Himself promised redemption (first gospel) through the "seed" of the woman (Gen. 3:15) and demonstrated the acceptable sacrifice for worship in covering their nakedness with the skin of an animal (Gen. 3:21).  They would worship God with a similar sacrifice which was acceptable to Him.  Abel, the first prophet, offered the firstlings of his flock (demonstrating the grace of God) but Cain brought fruit from the ground (which was cursed, Gen. 3:18).  Cain killed Abel and was cursed and banished.  Seth was born in the likeness and image of Adam (Gen. 5:3).  From Seth generations are traced in Scripture to Noah.  When God judged the world and destroyed it through the flood, all mankind perished except Noah and his family.  All mankind, therefore are descendants of Noah, a descendant of Seth, who was born in the image and likeness of sinful Adam.  Every person is born physically dying, mentally disposed to evil, and spiritually dead without communion with God.  This is the doctrine of original sin.  We will look at this again in Romans Chapter 5. 
Those who contend that man is still born in the image of God  claim authority from Gen. 9:6 which forbids murder and distinguishes killing man from killing animals which were given by God for food.  (Gen. 9:3).  Man was made (created not born, past tense) in the image of God and although no longer spiritually alive has that potential, setting him apart from animals.  

Now that we have looked at the natural sinful state of man, the next question is, "How sinful is he?"  
Rom. 3:10-18

There is none righteous, not even one.  
They are born spiritually dead.

     The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great on the earth and that every intent of the 
thoughts of his hear was only evil continually.




Gen. 6:5

     . . . for the intent of man's heart is evil from his youth . . . 



Gen. 8:21

     Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity and in sin my mother conceived me.

Psa. 51:5

     The wicked are estranged from the womb; those who speak lies go astray from birth.
Psa. 58:3

     (The first birth is sinful) unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.
John 3:3

     You were dead in your trespasses and sins . . .





Eph. 2:2

There is an inherent sinfulness which extended to all mankind.

     Just as through one man sin entered into the world, and death through sin, and so death spread to all 
men, because all sinned . . .







Rom. 5:12

     The heart is more deceitful than all else and is desperately sick . . .


Jer. 17:9
     Who can say, "I have cleansed my heart, I am pure from my sin"?


Prov. 20:9
There is no one who understands.    They are spiritually unreachable.
     But a natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness


 to him; and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually appraised.
1 Cor. 2:14

     And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing, in whose case 


the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving so that they might not see


 the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.

2 Cor. 4:3-4

     For everyone who does evil hates the Light, and does not come to the Light 


for fear that his deeds will be exposed.





John 3:20

There is none who seeks for God.

They are irresistibly drawn to Satan.

     . . . and men loved the darkness rather than the Light for their deeds were evil.  

For everyone who does evil hates the Light and does not come to the Light . . .
John 3:19-20

     . . . we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh 


and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest.

Eph. 2:3
     . . . the whole world lies in the power of the evil one




1 John 5:19

     No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws (drags) him; . . . 

John 6:4

They are taken captive by Satan at his will.
     . . . if perhaps God may grant them repentance leading to the knowledge of the truth 


and they may come to their senses and escape from the snare of the devil, 


having been held captive by him to do his will.



           2 Tim. 2:25-26

      You are of your father the devil, and you want to do the desires of your father . . .   
John 8:44

     . . . you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince 


of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience. Eph. 2:2
All have turned aside, together they have become useless.

There is none who does good, there is not even one.


     . . . whatever is not from faith is sin.






Rom. 14:23

     Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name and in Your name cast out demons, 


and in Your name perform many miracles?  And they Jesus will declare to them,


 "I never knew you; depart from Me you who practice lawlessness.


Matt. 7:22-23
v. 13-14
Their speech is vile.  They lie and curse.

     Their throat is an open grave, with their tongues they keep deceiving,

     The poison of asps is under their lips; whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness.

v. 15-17
They are belligerent and seek to demolish that which is good.
     Their feet are swift to shed blood,

     Destruction and misery are in their paths, and

     The path of peace they have not known.

v. 18

There is no fear of God before their eyes.    The most condemning condition of all.


Fear is G5401, phobos, 47x,  to be afraid, frightened, alarmed.  That which may cause flight.

Also, a reverent fear of God as a controlling motive of life in matters spiritual and moral.  Not just a mere fear of His power and righteous retribution, but a wholesome dread of displeasing Him.  It is the fear of God which influences the disposition and attitude of one whose circumstances are guided by trust in God.

Believers are instructed:  Honor all people, love the brotherhood, fear God, honor the king.  1 Pet. 2:17

Those who are saved (justified) are being sanctified (set apart, conformed to Christ), do not practice sin. Saints will still unintentionally sin, be convicted by the Holy Spirit, confess that sin to God, and repent.  It is an ongoing life-long process from justification to glorification.  This is sanctification.  

The Bible distinguishes those who are saved as saints from those who are not:  sinners, the wicked, children of the devil, children of disobedience.  Once all saints were sinners (Col. 3:5-7), and it is they whom Jesus came to save (Luke 5:32).   Those who are saved, in Christ, must understand that they are no longer sinners in that they do not practice sin.  Sin would be unintentional and would require immediate confession and repentance.   1 John 1:9        Some truths to keep in mind are:
The Son of Man was betrayed into the hands of sinners.




Matt 26:45 

Sinners love only those who love them.  Sinners do good to those who do good for them.


Sinners loan to other sinners expecting to receive back the same amount.

Luke 6:31-34


God does not hear sinners.








John 9:31 

The sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination to the LORD, 


but the prayer of the upright is His delight.





Prov. 15:8 

The mouth of the wicked pours out evil things.





Prov.15:29

He who turns away from listening to the law, even his prayer is an abomination.

Prov. 28:9 But your iniquities have made a separation between you and your God, and 


your sins have hidden His face from you so that He does not hear.


Isa.59:2 

The law is not made for a righteous person but for those who are lawless and rebellious, 


for the ungodly and sinners, for the unholy and profane, for those who kill their 


fathers or mothers, for murderers and immoral men and homosexuals and kidnappers


 and liars and perjurers, and whatever else is contrary to sound teaching.

 1 Tim. 1:8-11


For it was fitting for us to have such a high priest (Jesus), holy, innocent, undefiled, 

separated from sinners and exalted above the heavens; . . .



Heb 7:26

For consider Him (Jesus) who has endured such hostility by sinners against Himself, 


so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.




Heb. 12:3

Love your neighbor as yourself.  If you show partiality you are committing sin 


and are convicted by the law as transgressors.




James 4:8-9 

Jude teaches about certain ungodly persons who turn the grace of our God into licentiousness


 and deny Jesus.  The Lord will execute judgment upon all and convict the 


ungodly of all their ungodly deeds which they have done in an ungodly way,


 and of all the harsh things which ungodly sinners have spoken against Him.        Jude 1:4, 14-16

Everyone who practices sin also practices lawlessness; and sin is lawlessness.


The one who practices sin is of the devil . . .  




1 John 3:4, 8 

In summary:  Man's depravity as a result of the Fall is total:  soul, body and spirit.  He is bound to Satan who takes man captive at his will.  All men were born into this world spiritually dead in trespasses and sins so that their dead human spirits are irresistibly drawn to the ruler of this world, Satan.  Man is depraved in the sense that he is spiritually dead, blind, deaf, unreachable in the things of God and ruled by Satan through his perverse heart and corrupt soul.  Man therefore abides under the wrath of God (John 3:36).  Whether pagan man, moral man, or religious man, all are entirely sinful.  This is known as the doctrine of total depravity or radical corruption.
How, then, can any sinner be saved?         How can a sinner be made righteous before God?    
1

