Lesson 3

FOUNDATIONS OF THE FAITH  
 




Class Notes for January 26, 2016
   




Romans 2:1-16,  God's Case Against Moral Man 
Rom. 1:1-17
Paul is writing to the saints in Rome, those called by God and known throughout the 

whole world for their faithfulness.  They are assured of their salvation because they stand in the 
gospel, the power of God for salvation, and they live by faith.

Rom. 1:18-32
Ungodly and unrighteous men suppress the truth in unrighteousness, do not honor God, 
nor give thanks.  They profess to be wise, but they are fools and exchange what they know about 
the glory of the incorruptible God for idols. They are without excuse.  Their wickedness is 
expressed in a long list of sins (v. 29-31) bringing consequences to their bodies, degrading 
passions, and depraved minds.  They are worthy of death and not only practice these sins but 

promote their lifestyle and sinfulness to others.

Rom. 2:1-16  After this bleak depiction of pagan man, Paul addresses those who would condemn idolaters because of their blatant immorality but would not see themselves as offenders since they would profess that they are not murderers, evil, greedy, haters of God, arrogant, unloving or unmerciful.  They would sit in judgment on those who are so immoral and criminal and consider themselves to be much better people.  
While ethics is governed by an outside standard which is pretty much fixed, morality is determined by the standards of the culture in which one lives, and it changes.  Time and geography are often determining factors.  For instance:  in Victorian England it was immoral for a woman to expose her ankles; in 18th century Hawaii it was not immoral for women to be naked above the waist; today in Saudi Arabia women must be fully covered and may not drive cars and men profess abstinence from alcohol and smoking; in the United States one has to be pretty creative to find something considered immoral that is not already criminal.
In our culture, this is moral man:  has a steady job or is looking for one; lies only when it is necessary; seldom cheats or steals and feels guilty when he gets caught; gives to charity such as PETA, Red Cross, etc.; shows tolerance for all persons regardless of lifestyle; donates time and money to programs for the underprivileged such as Boys Club, Scouts, youth athletic teams; and may even occasionally go to a church service such as Christmas Eve.  He lives a compartmentalized life with varying standards.  He is a nice person and a good neighbor.  No wonder he is inclined to pass judgment on pagan man.
There are six principles for God's judgment:


v. 1

Knowledge


v. 6-8

Deeds


v. 2-3

Truth



v. 9-14

Impartiality


v. 4-5

Guilt



v. 15-16
Motive

v. 1
Yet, Paul warns them:  They, too, have no excuse.  God has also made Himself known both to them and within them, yet they do not honor God nor give Him thanks.  Even while they judge others 

by their own moral standards, they are judged by God according to righteous standards.  They are practicing spiritual adultery, stealing from God the honor and glory due Him, worshiping the idols of success and self-satisfaction, and denying the God who created them.  

Unbelievers often challenge Christians by quoting Matt. 7:1:  Do not judge so that you will not be judged.  But John 7:24 instructs us to judge with righteous judgment.  The church is instructed to judge those within the church, maintaining church discipline, knowing that God is the judge of those outside the church.  1 Cor. 5:12-13.  Jesus charged the church to judge with mercy, to pardon and not condemn.  Luke 6:35-37  Jesus did not come into the world to judge the world at His incarnation,  Luke 4:14-21 with Isa. 61:1-2, but Jesus is the righteous judge who at His second coming will render final judgment on the whole world.  John 3:17-21.  Satan has been judged already.  John 16:11

v. 2-3
Truth   God's judgment on them is right.  They are moral but unrighteous.  While they deny the truth of their own guilt, God is the righteous judge, knows their hearts and deeds, and they will not escape judgment.  Every sin will be punished and not overlooked or dismissed.  Those who are in Christ receive grace and mercy because Jesus has taken their punishment for them.  The Law addresses behavior:  do not murder or commit adultery.  Jesus addressed the heart:  lusting is adultery, hating one's brother is murder.  Matt. 6:21-22, 27-28.  Jesus Himself is the embodiment of truth.  John 14:6  
The Spirit of truth abides in believers.  John 14:17, 15:26.
v. 4-5   Guilt  Their guilt includes their refusal to respond to God's kindness, tolerance and patience which would lead them to repentance.  Continuing in this pattern of stubbornness and unrepentance only increases their guilt.  There will be a day of judgment, and they are accountable to God.  Rev. 20:12
v. 6-8  According to their deeds   God's judgment is always just, never non-just, and never unjust.

Paul prayed that God would deal with the abusive Alexander according to his deeds.  2 Tim. 4:14

False apostles will be judged according to their deeds.  2 Cor. 11:13-15  The church at Thyatira is judged according to their deeds.  Rev. 2:21-23  God judges his people according to each one's works.

v. 7  There is undeniable evidence in the lives of those who are saved.  They persevere in doing good,
        and in so doing seek those things which God  has promised to all who are in Christ:    

        glory, that Jesus will be fully revealed in them;  
        honor, reward for those works which glorify God.   1 Cor. 3:10-15, 10:31;   and 
        immortality, not simply duration of life for even unbelievers will live forever,



2 Thes. 1:9; Rev. 14:9-11m  but 
        eternal life, the outcome is spiritual life as God has life, holy life forever.

v. 8  There is also undeniable evidence in the lives of those who are not saved.  They are

        selfishly ambitious which is earthly, natural, demonic. 


James 3:14-16

        disobedient to truth, knowingly reject that which is revealed to them by God.

        obey unrighteousness, the one who practices sin is of the devil 

1 John 3:4-10
        wrath and indignation (fierce judgment), the outcome for those who abide under His judgment
v. 9-15
  God's Impartiality   Under God's covenants with Israel through Abraham, Moses and David,

they were first to benefit from grace, and they were the first to whom Jesus came.  John 1:11; Rom. 1:16  They will receive more severe punishment because they were given greater light and blessing.  
Rom. 9:3-4    Whether Jew or Greek, those who do good (1 Cor. 101:13-15) glory, honor and peace.
All who sin, with or without the Law, will be judged.

The Jews had the law and sinned.  They are not justified before God simply because they heard the Law, 
but those who obey the Law will be justified.  The Jews will be judged by the Law.

Greeks also sinned, but without the Law.  Their consciences, a law of their own, would have led them 
instinctively to the Law which is written within their hearts.  Their inherent understanding of 
right and wrong would have either accused or defended them concerning their deeds.  
v. 16  In the final judgment, all people will be judged according to the gospel through Christ Jesus.

Conscience is one's understanding of right and wrong.  The Jews had the Law given through Moses to mold their consciences; Gentiles instinctively observed the things of the Law.

In 1 Cor. 8:7-12 and 10:23-33 Paul addresses an issue in the church concerning whether meat sold in 
the market place which may have been offered to idols was permissible for believers to eat.  
Often this meat was sold at a lower price.  Paul's answer is twofold:
What believers can do:   all things that are lawful; it is permissible for them to eat this meat

What believers should do:  those things which are profitable and which edify (build up)


Protect the conscience of the other person:  Do not offend either Jew or Greek on this issue.



If a believer's conscience forbids eating meat offered to idols, do not eat it, or be



a stumbling block or wound their conscience. This is a sin against Christ.



If an unbeliever gives you meat offered to idols, take it without asking questions.


Do what is consistent with the love and righteousness of God.  
Paul's conduct manifested truth while commending himself to the conscience of others.  
2 Co. 4:2

Paul's own conscience confirmed that his conduct, in the grace of God, was in holiness and godly 
sincerity, not in fleshly wisdom.






2 Cor. 1:12

Paul's teachings were known to God and were intended to persuade men and affect their consciences.













2 Cor. 5:11

Being subject to governing authorities was necessary in part for conscience' sake.

Rom. 13:5
The conscience of unbelievers is described as


accusing or defending them

Rom. 2:15




weak




1 Cor. 8:7, 10, 12


seared




1 Tim. 4:2


defiled




Titus 1:15


evil




Heb. 10:22


unperfected by sacrifices

Heb. 9:9
The conscience of believers:


Paul's perfectly good conscience



Acts.23:1



              blameless




Acts 24:16




  bears witness in the Holy Spirit

Rom. 9:1


bears unjust suffering





1 Pet. 2:19



loves from a pure heart and good conscience


1 Tim. 1:5


keeps the faith and a good conscience


1 Tim. 1:19


holds to the faith with a clear conscience


1 Tim. 3:9


serves with a clear conscience



1 Tim. 4:2


conducts oneself honorable with a good conscience 
 
Heb. 13:18

Let us draw near with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled clean 


from an evil conscience . . . 




Heb. 10:22
1

