Lesson 2

FOUNDATIONS OF THE FAITH  
 




Class Notes for January 19, 2016
   




Romans 1:18-32,  God's Case Against Pagan Man  
Last week we looked at the importance of studying with integrity, learning to abide by established rules for interpretation, trusting the Holy Spirit to lead us into truth, and becoming strong in sound doctrine in order to guard against false teachers.  The gospel of Jesus is the power of God for salvation, and faith is the enabling power of God in our lives.  By faith we believe, worship, obey, serve, please God and honor Him in all things.

We identified the five essential truths of the gospel:  Jesus' humanity and deity, Jesus' righteousness

 in life, Jesus' atoning death,  Jesus' resurrection, and Jesus' return to judge and rule.  

Two prevalent false gospels in our time are worthy of mentioning:  

      (1) the social gospel which addresses human needs such as poverty, lack of education, 
inadequate living conditions, etc. but does not bring the true gospel of Jesus with the aid.  

      (2) the gospel of health, wealth and happiness (sometimes called the "American gospel") 


which promises what humanity wants without addressing their need for Christ.

After assuring the saints at Rome of their own salvation (v. 16-17), Paul addresses the issue of how God deals with those who are pagan.  The word "pagan" will not appear in most translations of Scripture.  Other words are used to relate to all those who would worship false gods, idols, the dead, animals, images of angels, the sun/moon/stars; objects made of silver or gold, wood or stone.  Sometimes they are called the wicked, children of the devil, children of disobedience, idolaters.   Their religious practices included feasts and festivals, sexual immorality, temples with prostitutes, sorcery, witchcraft, séances, and sacrifices of harvests, animals and even human sacrifices.  
Rom. 1:18-23
Paul begins by identifying these people in two ways:  ungodly and unrighteous.


ungodly, G763, asebeia, 6x,  wickedness, lust or desire after wicked things, 



disregard or defiance of God's laws.


unrighteousness, G93, adikia, 25x,  unjust, wrong, not right with God or man 

            according to the standard of what man knows to be right by his conscience.

They suppress the truth in unrighteousness--not ignorance.

They are not ignorant about God because God has made Himself known to them in two ways:

     To them          through creation itself which is an expression of the Creator:


His invisible attributes, His eternal power, His divine nature.


The heavens are telling of the glory of God; and their expanse is



declaring the work of His hands.





Psa. 19:1


The LORD has displayed His splendor above the heavens, He has



ordained the moon and stars.






Psa. 8:1, 3


Even mankind who was created in God's image.




Gen. 1:27

Throughout human history God has revealed Himself through  prophets,



through miracles and judgments, through the Law and Scriptures, 



through the nation of Israel, and through Jesus and the church.

     Within them    by simple reason . . . a need to understand our existence  . . .




where did all this come from?  what is the purpose of everything?



Rejecting God as Creator leads to theories of natural evolution,




      a Big Bang without an original cause, even colonization by ancient aliens



     by moral law. . . murder, theft, rape are inherently hurtful and wrong.




Rejecting God's law they become a law unto themselves,




     everyone doing what is right in their own eyes.


Judges 21:25


                 by a desire to worship . . . everybody worships something or someone . . . 




idols, power, money, perhaps even themselves.

There are some universal themes in worship which are revealing.  No matter what is worshiped, the object of worship is both honored and feared.  There is a deep realization of dependence on a superior power who may grant either disaster or success.  When things go well, the "god" is to be shown gratitude.  There is rejoicing, festivals are held and harvests are shared.   When things do not go well, 
the "god" is angry and must be appeased in some way.  The very best must be offered, sacrificed.  It is almost shocking to see how through history, throughout the inhabited world, and in great numbers human sacrifice was practiced.  Only the purest human was to be offered and killed--babies, children, virgins, great warriors.  Evidence shows that humanity instinctively knows God is angry about sin and reconciliation will require a perfect sacrifice on their behalf.  Only God Himself can accomplish that, and human attempts fail every time.
Because of their unrighteousness and ungodliness,


God's wrath has been revealed from heaven and it abides on them.  

John 3:36  


God's wrath comes on the immoral, impure, covetous, and idolatrous.  

Eph. 5:5-7


God's wrath comes on the sons of disobedience because of immorality,


     impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed which amounts to idolatry  

Col. 3:5-7

God's wrath is His anger plus judgment.  We must thank God that Jesus took

God's wrath and punishment for us and gave us His righteousness before God.
2 Cor. 5:21


those who are in Jesus have been saved from the wrath to come


Rom. 5:9


through Jesus we are not destined for wrath but salvation



1 Thes.5:9-10

They are without excuse!  They cannot plead ignorance.

They know God but do not honor Him or give thanks.  

The more they practice unrighteousness and ungodliness, the  more futile their thoughts become.

Their hearts become darkened, unenlightened, without the light of truth.  

Thinking they are wise, they are foolish in their speculations.  

Instead of worshiping the true and incorruptible God, they exchange His glory (revelation and  

     demonstration of truth) for an image or idol. (v. 25)  
Four examples are given here:


corruptible man
rulers, spiritual leaders, maybe even Santa Claus (Christmas)

birds


emblems of empires (Hapsburgs, U.S.), maybe even Thanksgiving turkey


four footed animals     Hindu elephants, Egyptian cats, maybe even Easter bunnies


crawling creatures
Snakes, maybe even Halloween creepies

Rom.1:24-28  

Sin and Consequences
"Therefore" introduces a result or a conclusion and is directly connected to what has been presented before.  Man's failure to honor God or give thanks, their futile speculations, the darkness and foolishness of their hearts bring consequences.  In verses 24, 26 and 28, the phrase "God gave them over" appears.  This means that He relented, ceased to contend, or allowed sin to run its inevitable course.  When this was written, this phrase was judicial in nature marking the time when a prisoner was released to his sentence.  God's wrath is revealed in that they will suffer the outcome of their unbelief and disobedience.  He does not intervene.  In wrath there is no grace and no mercy, only justice.  A cautionary word, however:  We do not know if or when God will give over persons to their sin.  Our prayers for them and our witness to them are not interrupted or diminished by their continued sinfulness.
v. 24  Their bodies.  Their darkened and foolish hearts lust after impurity and dishonor their bodies.  Sin impacts the physical body in the form of diseases, addictions, destruction.  We can think of examples of physical suffering resulting from drunkenness, drug addiction, and sexual immorality.  
v. 26-27  Their passions.  When love is wrong.  In their sinfulness their passions are degrading, corrupt, depraved, evil.  Their affections are misplaced and misdirected.  The examples given here relate explicitly to sexual sins.

Women exchanged the natural function to that which is unnatural.  Mentioning females (not using the usual Greek word for "women"), emphasizes the extent of debauchery because in most cultures women are less likely to participate in moral collapse.  Verse 26 is understood to be parallel (in the same way also) as the admonition in verse 27.  Some commentators speculate that this may be a reference to abortion since childbearing is a natural function specific to a woman.  Whether or not this application can be made here, abortion is prohibited by Scripture and unborn children are protected by law.  Violence causing the death of an unborn child was a capital offense.  Ex. 21:22-25; Lev. 24:17.  

Men who abandon the natural function of the woman and desire other men is indecent.    The Greek word for "indecent" is ascheosune and is used only 2x in the NT, while there are several synonyms.  The word means shame, nakedness.  The other occurrence is Rev. 16:15 .  Homosexual practice is sodomy, named after the city which God destroyed for this specific sin.  It was a beautiful city, like the garden of the LORD, located in a lush and fertile valley.  The men of the city practiced this sin with pride (Isa. 3:9) and suffered a destruction that has not been equaled since.  (Gen. 19)  God rescued Abraham's nephew Lot and his family when the city was destroyed.  The destruction of Sodom became the standard by which other destructions would be measured.  Among the righteous acts of King Jehoshaphat of Judah was to remove the remnant of sodomites from the land.  (1 Kings 22:46).

Homosexuality in our culture today is presented as sophisticated, intellectual, moral and a desirable lifestyle.  Sexual immorality is about lust and sex and not love.  The Bible is specific and lists this sin among other grievous sins and sexual immorality.  1 Cor. 6:9-10, 1 Tim. 1:8-11, Jude 1:7, 
2 Pet. 2:6, Gal. 5:19-21.  Believers are commanded to flee immorality of any kind which includes adultery and fornication.  Our bodies are a temple of the Holy Spirit.  Glorify God in our body.  
1 Cor. 6:18-20  Behave properly, not carousing and in drunkenness, not in sexual promiscuity and sensuality, not in strife and jealousy--putting on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh in regard to its lusts.  Rom. 13:13-14

v.28  A depraved mind.  Like their passions, their minds are evil and corrupt.  A mind set on the flesh is death, hostile toward God, not subjecting itself to the law of God or even able to do so.  Rom. 8:6-7 Believers set their minds on the Spirit which is life and peace (Rom. 8:6), are renewing their minds to know God's will (Rom. 12:2), have the mind of Christ (1 Cor. 2:16), are instructed to set our minds on things above, not on the things that are on earth (Col. 2:2), we are to love the LORD our God will all our heart, soul and mind (Matt. 23:37), and we are to set our minds on whatever is true, honorable, right, pure, lovely, of good repute, any excellence, anything worthy of praise.  Phil. 4:8
v. 29-31  The Shorter Catechism defines sin as any want of conformity unto, or transgression of, the law of God.  Bible teaches of iniquity, the condition of sin; sin, the act of sin; and transgression which would refer to breaking one of the specific Laws (break one, break them all  (James 2:10).  

Practicing sin, without repentance, has consequences.  Paul is specific, yet not exhaustive, as he lists for us twenty sins:

being filled with all unrighteousness, wickedness, greed, evil;


full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, malice;


they are gossips, slanderers, haters of God, insolent, arrogant, boastful,


disobedient to parents, without understanding, untrustworthy, unloving, unmerciful.
There are other lists:  2 Tim. 3:1-5 in addition to the ones we have listed above .

v. 32  Those who suppress truth in unrighteousness, do not honor God, and are not grateful receive in themselves the penalty of their own actions.  The law of sowing and reaping takes effect (Gal. 6:7-8). They know the ordinance of God (that which is sin), they knowingly practice sin, and 

(sin loves company) they give hearty approval to others who practice sin.              1 John 3:4-10
Deliberate, rebellious, intentional sin, without repentance, is not forgiven.  
Moses taught God's people that those who sin defiantly are not forgiven.  

         Num. 15:22-31
Remember that the work of the Holy Spirit is to convict us of sin and lead us into truth . . .


When convicted of sin, one who does not repent is not forgiven.  Therefore, 


Blasphemy against the Holy Spirit is not forgiven.


    Matt. 12:31; Luke 12:10

Deliberate and rebellious sin is without confession or repentance, and therefore there is no forgiveness.

Unintentional sin is often committed by one who is ignorant of the sin.  


Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing.


Luke 23:34


If you were blind, you would have no sin; 



but since you say, "We see" your sin remains.



John 9:41


If I had not come and spoken to them, they would not have sin,



but now they have no excuse for their sin.




John 15:22-24


Having  been enlightened, . . . then have fallen away, it is impossible



to renew them again to repentance . . .




Heb. 6:4-6


Priests performed worship, sacrifices, for sins committed in ignorance . . .

Heb. 9:6-7


There is no sacrifice for those who continue sinning willfully . . .


Heb. 10:26-29


The wrath of God is revealed for those who suppress the truth in unrighteousness,



God is evident within them and to them, and they are without excuse.
Rom. 1:18-20

If we confess our sin, God is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and 


to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.





1 John 1:9

Confession of sin (agreeing with God and repenting of that sin) brings forgiveness.


There is no disconnect between repentance and forgiveness.
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