Lesson 7


FOUNDATIONS OF THE FAITH  
 





Homework for February 23, 2016
   





Romans 4:1-25, Examples of Faith in the Old Testament

After studying the nature and extent of the sinful condition of natural man, we learned that God Himself intervenes on the behalf of those who are saved.  By His sovereign disposition to act benevolently, and through His enabling power, some are justified in Christ.  We examined the Apostle Paul's encounter with Jesus on the road to Damascus and the miraculous change which occurred in his life.  As we begin the next chapter of Romans, Paul gives Abraham as an example of justification by grace through faith.

DAY ONE

Some background review.
In Gen. 11:27-32 Abram's family is named.

Who was Abram's father? ______________

Who were Abram's two brothers? (1)___________________ and (2) _______________________

One brother died.  Which one? ___________________ Where? _______________________

Name Abram's nephew: ___________   Who was his father? ________________


Who were his two sisters? _______________ and _________________________

Who was brother Nahor's wife? _______________ the daughter of ___________________

Who was Abram's wife? ___________ What are we told immediately about her? __________________

Where are the living? ________________

What do we know about them from Josh. 24:2? _____________________________________________

Who of the family left there headed for Canaan? ____________________________________________

How far did they go? ___________________ What happened there? ____________________________


How old was he? _____________________

From Gen. 12:1-4, where was Abram living when the LORD spoke to him? ___________________


How old was he? _____________________

A lot happens after this event, but it is important for us to note . . .


Was Abram seeking the LORD? __________________________________________________


Who took the initiative in this relationship? __________________________________________


Is there evidence that something changed about Abram? ______________________________



What changed? _________________________________________________________

DAY TWO

Rom. 4:1-8
The example of Abraham
Paul is making a case against any saving value of works, specifically circumcision.  Rom. 3:26-17 clearly states that no one can boast about his justification because God is the just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.  Where does faith come from?  


Rom. 10:17 ____________________________________________________________________


Rom. 12:3 _____________________________________________________________________

1 Cor. 12:8-9__________________________________________________________________

So, if Abraham believed God, he had already been given ____________________.

What is the initial work of faith?  Eph. 2:8 _________________________________________________

If someone works, the benefit received is not __________________ but __________________.

Therefore, if someone is justified by grace, it is necessary that there be NO ______________________


Would any of the following be considered "works"?


______
saying a sinner's prayer


______
asking Jesus into your heart


______
going down the church aisle to commit your heart to Jesus


______
joining a church


______
believing the gospel


______
serving in the church or as a missionary


Would any or all of these things justify a person? _________________

David's testimony
v. 5-8
King David is a familiar person from Scripture.  

What blessings did David identify in Psalm 32:1-2?  (from the Septuagint translation in Rom. 4:7-8)

Those  whose ______________________ are forgiven



whose ______________________ have been covered



whose ______________________ the LORD will not _________________.

This psalm was written by David following his sins with Bathsheba and Uriah, his confrontation by Nathan, and his repentance.  He is grateful for the blessing of righteousness which is not earned by works nor lost by works.
DAY THREE
Rom. 4:9-15

Spiritual heirs of Abraham
We have already studied the importance of Abraham and the sign of circumcision in the religious lives of the Jews.  In the homework for Lesson 4, we listed chronologically the events in the life of Abraham.

Number the following in chronological order:


_____
made a covenant with God.


_____
offered his son for a sacrifice


_____
called by the LORD to go from his home and family.


_____  was given the sign of circumcision


_____  Isaac was born


_____ 
believed God and was reckoned righteous

Also review Rom. 2:25 through 3:2.  

From what we know about Abraham so far, he was ________by God and ___________ righteous by God.  Abram has done two things:  

He has ________________(Gen. 12:4) and he has __________________(Gen. 15:6).

Would these two things cause his justification, or be the result of justification? ____________________

Therefore, would both of these "works" be acts following justification? __________________________

Verses 10-12 explain how Abraham's justification and circumcision were in a specific order for a purpose.  Cause and effect are often indicated by the words "so that".  Let's look closely:


Righteousness preceded _____________________________


Circumcision was a seal of the _____________________________

which he had while ______________________________________

so that  he might be the father of all who _______________ without being _________________
What is learned from Gal. 3:29? _________________________________________________________
Why can we be absolutely certain that the promises to Abraham were not through the Law? 
______________________________________________________________________________

Therefore if justification comes from obeying the Law, the promise made to Abraham is ____________.

DAY FOUR
Rom. 4:16-20

The guarantee and the evidence.

In verse 16, let's go back to our definitions list from the introduction for clarity.

It is by faith ___________________________________________________________________


in order that it may be in accordance with grace ______________________________________


so that the promise will be guaranteed to all the 


descendants (who would be the ____________________ descendants of Abraham),


those who are of the Law, (who would be the __________________) and 


those who are of the faith of Abraham, (who would be the _____________________)

who is the father of us all.

What qualities of God are identified in verse 17? __________________________________________


and ____________________________________________

In verses 18-21 Abraham's faith was demonstrated by his belief!

Abraham was 75 years old when God promised him a great nation and he left Haran, and he was 100 years old when Isaac was born.  How long did Abraham hope against hope? _____________________

Why was God's promise not reasonable in human terms? Abraham's ___________________________


and Sarah's __________________________________________________________

Not only did Abraham not waver in _______________ but grew strong in ____________________.

We learn more about this from Hebrews 11:8-10, 17, what role did faith play in Abraham's life?

v. 8 
By faith, Abraham, when he was called ____________________________________________

v. 9
By faith, he lived as an alien (not owning land) in the _________________________________ 

v. 17
By faith, when he was tested _____________________________________________________

DAY FIVE

Rom. 4:21-25

The principle for us.
Abraham's faith gave him _______________________________ that God would do what He promised.
James addresses the importance of this quality in James 1:6-8.  What does he teach about doubting and being double-minded? _________________________________________________________________

What word here is the opposite of doubting and being double-minded? __________________________

What did Jesus teach in Matt. 21:18-22?___________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________

From context, in what would that faith necessarily be grounded? _______________________________

Paul continues in Rom. 4:23-25 to assure Christians that this 2000-year-old truth was revealed for them, and for us another 2000 years later!  Faith, a gift from God, brings a righteousness which is not our own but is the righteousness of Jesus.  Look at the following:
2 Cor. 5:21  God made Jesus, who knew no sin to be _________________________________________


so that we might become the ______________________________________________________

Col. 1:21-22 God has now reconciled you in Jesus' fleshly body through death, in order to

present you before God ___​​​​​_______ and __________________ and ______________________

From Rom. 4:24-25, righteousness is credited to those who _____________________in God


who raised ______________ from ______________.  ____________________ was delivered


for our transgressions, and raised because of (to guarantee) our __________________________

Quote 1 Cor. 15:14 here:   If Christ has not been raised, 

_____________________________________________________________________________

          1 Cor. 15:17    If Christ has not been raised, 

______________________________________________________________________________

Abraham's example:  Those who are justified are fully assured that God will perform all that He has promised.  The greatest example of God's faithfulness is the life, death and resurrection of Jesus who took our sins and gave His righteousness to all who are His -- by grace through faith.
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