Lesson 6


FOUNDATIONS OF THE FAITH  
 





Homework for February 16, 2016
   





Romans 3:19-31, Justification by Faith

As we have studied Romans it is easy to see the logical and thorough presentation by Paul.  First to assure those who are saved are secure because of power of the gospel and the power of faith to live righteously.  The nature and extent of sin are presented from God's point of view in Rom. 1:18-3:19.


While we may view pagan man as having a colorful culture and exceptional artistry in his idolatry, God sees pagan man as unrighteous, ungrateful, dishonoring to God, having knowledge of God but suppressing that truth in unrighteousness resulting in impure bodies, degrading passions, and depraved minds.  They have no excuse.


We may see moral man as kind, generous, law abiding, successful.  But God sees him as convicted of sin by his own conscience and subject to judgment according to his deeds.


A religious man may be admired by us for his dedication and show of devotion, but God sees him as hypocritical, making himself important, misrepresenting God to unbelievers, and condemned by the very things that he teaches.


All mankind is sinful from birth having been born in the image of sinful Adam, does not seek God and is incapable of understanding spiritual truth.  How, then, can anyone be saved?  The answer:
DAY ONE

Rom. 3:19-20
Who is accountable to God? ___________________________________________________________

By what standard are they judged guilty? _________________________________________________

According to Rom. 2:12-15, that would include both ______________ and _______________________

What defense is there to this judgment? ___________________________________________________

How does the Law make one accountable for sin? ___________________________________________

Yet, by the works of the Law, no flesh will be __________________________________ in God's sight.

Isaiah said it clearly concerning man's good works.  According to Isa. 64:6 what value do our "righteous" (not sinful) works of natural man have before God? ________________________________

For the next few lessons we will be addressing only initial salvation:   justification--how someone is no longer a sinner but a saint in God's eyes.  Sanctification and glorification will be studied later.  Please keep that in mind as we continue.

For clarity, let's review some definitions from our introductory lesson:

Grace
_____________________________________________________________________________
Faith
_____________________________________________________________________________
Mercy
_____________________________________________________________________________

Glory   _____________________________________________________________________________

DAY TWO

Rom. 3:21-23

But, now . . .
One of the most hopeful words in Scripture is "but".  It seems when the darkest picture has been painted, there is hope through direct action from God.  Eph. 2:4, Rom. 5:8,  But God . . .

According to Rom. 3:21, the righteousness of God (better translated as righteousness from God) is apart from the __________ but witnessed ( or demonstrated) by the _________ and the _________________.

God's righteousness is then defined as made effective through _____________in __________________.

What is learned about faith from the following?

Heb. 12:2
________________________________________________________________________

Eph. 2:8
________________________________________________________________________

1 Cor. 12:8-9
________________________________________________________________________

Gal. 5:22-23
________________________________________________________________________

1 Cor. 2:5
________________________________________________________________________

Rom. 10:17
________________________________________________________________________

Rom. 12:3
________________________________________________________________________
Through faith, one believes.  Therefore, saving belief is the effect, and _____________ is the cause.

Which comes first? ___________________________

This truth about salvation is as unique as God's righteousness.  According to Rom.3:22b and 23, who is in need of this salvation? ______________ Why? ___________________________________________

DAY THREE

Rom. 3:24-26

Three aspects of salvation.
There are three words in these two verses which describe the righteousness applied to all those who have faith in Jesus.  These are some "lofty" words which apply to salvation, and we need clear definitions.  You may use your Greek word dictionary or an English language dictionary.  Also, sometimes pronouns in Scripture can be confusing, so it is important to make sure we know the correct antecedent for all pronouns.   
In the following, fill in the blanks with a definition or a ( proper noun ):

". . . being justified ____________________________________________________________________

as a gift by His (________)  grace through the

redemption __________________________________________________________________________

which is in Christ Jesus; whom God displayed, publicly as a

propitiation __________________________________________________________________________

in His  (________)   blood through faith.  This was to demonstrated His (________)  righteousness

because in the forbearance of God He  (________)  passed over the sins previously committed for the demonstration, I say, of His  (________)  righteousness at the present time, so that He (________)  
would be the just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus."

As we proceed we will have a better understanding with good definitions for justification, redemption, and propitiation.
DAY FOUR

Some cross references
What is learned about justification from
1 Cor. 6:11 
________________________________________________________________________

Gal. 2:16
________________________________________________________________________

Gal. 3:11
________________________________________________________________________

Gal. 3:24
________________________________________________________________________
Titus 3:5-7 
________________________________________________________________________

about redemption from

Gal. 3:13
________________________________________________________________________

Eph. 1:7
________________________________________________________________________

Eph. 4:30
________________________________________________________________________

Col. 1:13-14
________________________________________________________________________

Heb. 9:11-12
________________________________________________________________________

Heb. 9:15
________________________________________________________________________

about propitiation from

Heb. 2:17
________________________________________________________________________

1 John 2:1-2
________________________________________________________________________

1 John 4:10
________________________________________________________________________

DAY FIVE

Rom. 3:27-30
You have probably noticed that everything we have learned so far is about God's unilateral act of justification by faith in Jesus Christ, and God supplies the faith.  Paul's next question is pertinent: 

For those who are saved, where then is the boasting?  
Answer: ____________________________________________________________________________

By what kind of law? Answer:  The law of ____________________, NOT _______________.


Justified apart from the works of the ___________________.

Does the law of faith separate Jews from Gentiles? _________________________


Why not? _____________________________________________________________________

Is the Law therefore set aside? _______________ It is __________________________________.

Let's look a little further . . . 

Rom. 3:23
________________________________________________________________________

Rom. 6:23
________________________________________________________________________

Gal. 3:24
________________________________________________________________________
Rom. 8:3-4
________________________________________________________________________

If works do not save, why do believers obey the Law?

John 14:15
________________________________________________________________________

John 14:21
________________________________________________________________________

2 Cor. 5:10
________________________________________________________________________

This introduces the doctrine of justification by faith alone:  faith plus nothing!
If you would like to pursue this foundational teaching, you will find an article on "Faith" on Leon's website, www.livingtheology.com.  With almost 400,000 hits on this website last year, this is the article which received the most interest.
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