Lesson 4

FOUNDATIONS OF THE FAITH  
 




Homework for February 2, 2016
   




Romans 2:17-3:8,  God's Case Against Religious Man

Romans began with a presentation of the gospel, the power of God for salvation, and assuring that those who are saved live by faith, the enabling power of God.  Those who are under the judgment and wrath of God are those who know God both from external evidence and internal witness but do not honor Him and are not grateful resulting in corruption of their bodies, passions and minds.  Jews are judged according to their deeds under the Law, while others who are moral with an understanding of right and wrong even without the Law are judged according to their deeds.  God is kind and patient, but will judge both without partiality.  Yet, there are those who are religious but lost.  Who are they?  Let's see:
DAY ONE
Rom. 2:17   For absolute clarity, let's remember that no one is saved unless he is in Christ.  The prevalent philosophy that all roads lead to God is a lie.  Jews, Muslims and Christians do NOT worship the same God.  God has been redefined by religions to be unrecognizable according to what is revealed in Scripture.  Who were the Jews of the New Testament?  Jesus had a special message for them.  From your English dictionary, who were 


the Pharisees? __________________________________________________________________


the Sadducees (high priests) _______________________________________________________ 
Read John 8:31-59 and answer the following:

These Jews ____________ in Jesus, but what would prove they were His disciples?_________________

By continuing, they would know the __________________ which would make them ______________.

What was their objection to this teaching? _________________________________________________


What was the foundation of this claim? ______________________________________________


Was this claim historically true? _____ Why? ________________________________________

Jesus defined their slavery as slaves to _________________________.

Who did Jesus say was their father?  v. 44__________________     By implication, what did Jesus say 

was the depth of their sin?  _______________________  and ____________________________
If God was their father, they would __________________ Jesus.    v. 42

Their sinfulness was evident because v. 47 _________________________________________________

Of what did they accuse Jesus?  v. 48  Of being a _____________________ and a _________________

How did they treat Jesus?  v. 59 _________________________________________________________

DAY TWO

Rom. 2:17-24       Today we are going to list those things of which Jesus 






      accuses them.  A list will make them more evident to us.

v. 17-20   They (proudly) bear the name ________________ (descendant of Abraham), 

rely upon the __________  (for righteousness) ,  boast in ___________ (exclusively theirs), 
know _______________ (insight into the mind of God), 
approve the things that are ______________ (judge right and wrong) being instructed out of the ______.

have confidence (pride) in their role as ___________________ and  ___________________________,

can correct the _______________________ and teach the _______________________, because
they have the _______________ which contains __________________ and __________________.

v. 21-23  Jesus lists four ways in which they are unrighteous and dishonor God:


1. ____________________________________ 2. __________________________________ 


3. ____________________________________ 4. __________________________________ 
v. 24  How does Jesus describe their sinfulness?     They ____________________________________

There is a principle taught here:  Those who profess to be Christians can dishonor or blaspheme the name of Christ.  Can you think of one or two examples? _____________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

What could church leadership do to help Christians avoid this? _________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________What can individual believers do? ________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________


DAY THREE
Rom. 2:25-29     The Jews claimed their special relationship with God through Abraham and the sign that God gave for His covenant with him.  The sign of this covenant was circumcision.  Quite a lot had happened in Abraham's life prior to this sign.  Abraham's experiences with God begin in Gen. 11:27 and continue until his death recorded in Gen. 25:10 for a period of 100 years.  Let's look at a quick sequence of events.  Chronology will be important.   What event is recorded in

Gen. 12:4-5 _________________________________________________________________________

Gen. 12:10 __________________________________________________________________________

Gen. 13:1-2 _________________________________________________________________________

Gen. 14:17-20 _______________________________________________________________________

Gen. 15:3-6 _________________________________________________________________________

Gen. 15:18 __________________________________________________________________________
Gen. 16:2, 15 ________________________________________________________________________

Gen. 17:10-12 _______________________________________________________________________

Gen. 17:15-17; 18:12 _________________________________________________________________

Gen. 17:24-26 _______________________________________________________________________

Gen. 19:28-29 _______________________________________________________________________

Gen. 21:2-3 _________________________________________________________________________

Gen. 22:10, 15-18 ____________________________________________________________________

Gen. 23:2 ___________________________________________________________________________

Gen. 25:1-2 _________________________________________________________________________

Gen. 25:7-8 _________________________________________________________________________

Even without the details of these events, anyone can see that God's relationship with Abraham was exceptional.   Some of God's promises to Abraham were inherited by his descendants:
Gen. 17:7-8 _________________________________________________________________________

Gen. 18:18 __________________________________________________________________________
In Romans 2:25-29 Paul connects their claims through Abraham to their responsibilities in the covenant God made through Moses:  the Law.  

How was circumcision be nullified? ______________________________________________________

How could one who was not circumcised still benefit? ________________________________________

What is the true sign of those who are descendants of Abraham? ________________________________

What does Paul teach in Gal. 3:28-29 _____________________________________________________

(We will get back to Abraham in Chapter 4.)
DAY FOUR

Rom. 3:1-8
Paul is excellent in anticipating the next question (actually the next three):   If the answer to salvation is not being a descendant of Abraham or being circumcised as a sign of covenant membership, 

v. 2     Question:     What advantage did the Jews have? 


They were entrusted with ________________________________________________________


Define oracle: __________________________________________________________________


Let's identify specifically what God had given them:


Deut. 4:7-8 ____________________________________________________________________


Matt. 23:29- 34 _________________________________________________________________
v. 3-4  Even so, they did not believe.  Question:  Did their unbelief nullify God's promises?


Paul's testimony: _______________________________________________________________


King David's testimony (from Psalms) ______________________________________________

v. 5-8  Question:  If our unrighteousness brings out God's righteousness (grace, forgiveness), 


isn't He unfair to punish us?


The false conclusion:  __________________________________________________________


Paul says that their condemnation for this attitude is just.

DAY FIVE        The Pharisees were the most religious people who professed to worship God.

They were committed to obeying every jot and tittle of the Law, and even made up more when the ones given didn't seem challenging enough.  Jesus publicly condemned them for their actions.  Today, let's look at Matt. 23:1-36 and answer the following:

Jesus named four ways in which the scribes and Pharisees were hypocrites.  What are their sins from
v. 2-3 ______________________________________________________________________________

v. 4 ________________________________________________________________________________

v. 5, 7 ______________________________________________________________________________

v. 6 ________________________________________________________________________________

v. 8-12  What was Jesus'  warning to them?_________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

There are seven judgments given against them in verses 13-36, each beginning with the word "woe":
v. 13 _______________________________________________________________________________

[Verse 14 does not appear in the oldest manuscripts so we won't include it here.]

v. 15 _______________________________________________________________________________

v. 16-22 ____________________________________________________________________________

v. 23-24_____________________________________________________________________________

v. 25-26_____________________________________________________________________________

v. 27-28 ____________________________________________________________________________

v. 29-36 ____________________________________________________________________________

In Matt. 7:21-23, what good works did many claim would give them entrance into heaven?

1. ___________________________ 2. _______________________ 3. __________________________

What was Jesus' response? ______________________________________________________________

Paul takes the condition of the Jews who claim righteousness but practice lawlessness to apply to all those who would have a similar claim--including those who were not Jews.  What condition do all men share before God?  But that's next week.

