Lesson 2
FOUNDATIONS OF THE FAITH  
 



Homework for January 19, 2016
   



Romans 1:18-32,  God's Case Against Pagan Man   
Last week's lesson was so reassuring.  As those who are called by God and empowered to live by faith, we have confidence to approach God's throne in prayer, to worship in spirit and in truth, to know the joy of our salvation, and to witness to others about the life and work of Jesus.  But, what about the atheists, agnostics, pagans of  this world?  Paul addresses unbelief and its consequences.

DAY ONE

Rom. 1:18-20                            These verses begin with the wrath of God.  

From your list of definitions, what is wrath?______________________________________________

Let's look at a few cross references to get a better understanding of God's wrath.  

What do you observe from the following:
John 3:36 ___________________________________________________________________________

Eph. 5:5-7 __________________________________________________________________________

Col. 3:5-7 ___________________________________________________________________________
But!     Rom. 5:9 _____________________________________________________________________

1 Thes. 5:9-10 _________________________________________________________________

Against what is God's wrath revealed? _____________________ and _____________________ of men

Are they aware of truth? ________What causes them to reject or suppress truth? __________________
Have you ever been told or taught that people are not saved because of ignorance?  No answer needed.

God has made Himself evident in two ways:  _________________ and _________________________

Verse 20 lists ways in which God has revealed Himself.

What three aspects of God have been revealed to all men in creation:


1. _________________________ 2. ______________________ 3. ________________________

Psa. 19:1 ____________________________________________________________________________

Psa. 8:1, 3 ___________________________________________________________________________

Psa. 97:6 ____________________________________________________________________________
Gen. 1:27 ___________________________________________________________________________

Rom. 1:19 also says that God has revealed Himself within all men.

While not specifically listed here, we can think of at least three ways in which all men know God from their very nature:  Reason, moral law, and the desire to worship.

Reason dictates that everything that exists came from somewhere.  


Those who deny the Creator God must come up with some other theory.  


What other explanation is offered? _________________________________________________

Moral law dictates that some things are inherently wrong.  If God is rejected as the source of morality,


what does man substitute? ________________________________________________________

Worship is a necessary part of humanity, and all men worship something.  
Paul will address this as we continue.
Because all men know, God made Himself known to them and within them, they have NO _________.
DAY TWO

Rom. 1:21-23
Paul gives two characteristics of those who suppress the truth.  _______________ and ______________

As a result, their speculations were ________________   

To speculate means to theorize with conjectures without sufficient evidence.  What evidence would they be ignoring? ________________________________________________________________________

Here Paul says that their hearts were both ___________________ and _____________________.

We need a good understanding of "heart".  The heart is a hollow muscular organ which rhythmically pumps blood; the center or core of something; a person's emotional center.  The word "heart" appears in the OT over 600 times and in the NT almost 200 times.  This is a small sample, but

Let's see what God reveals about the heart:  
Psa. 53:1 __________________________________________________________________________

Jer.17:9 ___________________________________________________________________________
Mark 7:21-23 ______________________________________________________________________

God's work in our lives begins in our hearts.

Psa. 51:10 __________________________________________________________________________

Psa. 51:17 __________________________________________________________________________

Jer. 31:33 ___________________________________________________________________________

Matt. 22:37-38 _______________________________________________________________________

Those who reject God profess to be wise, but they are foolish.  Worldly wisdom is described  by James.
James 3:13-16 _______________________________________________________________________

As a result, their worship was wrong.  They rejected God and worshiped other things. Think about our holidays (holy days) and give examples:

Corruptible man _____________________________ Birds ____________________________________

Four-footed animals __________________________Crawling creatures _________________________

DAY THREE
Rom. 1:24-27
We are still focusing on pagan man who knows the truth about God but suppresses this truth in unrighteousness, does not honor God nor give thanks, claims wisdom but is foolish, and worships just about anything but God.  As a result, God "gave them over".  This means that He relented or allowed something.  Here again, Paul identifies the cause and states the results:
Cause:  the lusts of their ____________  resulted in ____________  and in dishonor of their _________.

How would the body show evidence of sin? ________________________________________________

The core sin is expressed in verse 25.  They exchanged the truth for a ____________________________

Instead of the Creator, the worshiped and served the _________________________________________

One of my favorite treatises against idolatry (worshiping anything or anyone other than God), is given in Isa. 44:9-20.  Read through these verses and consider the things that are worshiped today.  Note your observations: ________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

Therefore, God gave them over to degrading __________________________
Sin is evident in the things that are loved.  These passions referred to here are gender specific:

Women exchanged the natural function for that which is __________________________.


There are different views concerning the exact meaning of this verse.  Some scholars consider 
this a parallel verse to the one which follows about homosexuality, but others see this as a 
reference to child-bearing.  We will look at this more closely in class.

Men abandoned the natural function of the woman . . .  This verse is a clear reference to homosexuality.
See also:  Lev. 18:22 __________________________________________________________________

1 Cor. 6:9-10 ________________________________________________________________________

1 Tim. 1:9-10 ________________________________________________________________________

Sexual immorality is somewhat broader, but would include all sexual sins.  See

1 Thes. 4:3-5 ________________________________________________________________________

Rom. 13:13-14_______________________________________________________________________
Jude 1:7 ____________________________________________________________________________

1 Cor. 6:18 __________________________________________________________________________

Gal. 5:19-21 _________________________________________________________________________

Eph. 5:3 ____________________________________________________________________________

DAY FOUR
Rom. 1:28-31
Just as a reminder, let's review verse 25.  What have they done to result in God relenting concerning their choices and behavior? _____________________________________________________________

Paul has revealed that God has relented with pagan man, given him over to impure bodies and degrading passions.  Now he addresses the corruption of their minds.

The sins mentioned in these verses result from a ____________________ mind.

Define this word:  _____________________________________________________________________

In verses 29-31 Paul lists their 21 sins or categories of sins.  I'm afraid that the list may not be complete!

Historically the church has identified seven deadly sins.  Let's look at them and get good definitions and perhaps look up an example or two:

Lust _______________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________Matt. 5:28; James 1:15
Gluttony____________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________Prov. 23:21; Phil. 3:19
Greed_______________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________Col. 3:5; 2 Pet 2:14
Sloth_______________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________Prov.6 :6; 2 Thes. 3:10
Wrath_______________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________Eph. 4:31
Envy_______________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________Mark 7:22; Gal. 5:26

Pride_______________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________Prov. 16:18; 1 John 2:16
DAY FIVE

Rom. 1:32
This verse is connected to verse 18.  Their sins are committed knowingly, in unrighteousness and not ignorance.  Their sins are rebellious, intentional, defiant.  Scripture identifies two categories of sin:  unintentional  and  defiant       

 What does Numbers 15:27-31 tell us about unintentional sin?_______________________________        

about defiant sin?_______________________________________________________

Matt. 12:31 ________________________________________________

Luke 23:34 __________________________________________________________________________

John 9:41 ___________________________________________________________________________

John 15:24 __________________________________________________________________________

Heb. 6:4-6 __________________________________________________________________________

Heb. 10:26-29 _______________________________________________________________________

1 John 1:9 __________________________________________________________________________
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