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Mark 11:27 - 12:44
Last week we began studying the events of Passion Week, the week of suffering for Jesus.  Jesus had been very specific about what will happen as they go to Jerusalem for celebration of Passover.  After a royal reception as He entered Jerusalem on Sunday, Jesus and His disciples surveyed the temple grounds and left the city for the evening.  Returning the next day, Jesus confronted the moneychangers for their corruption and greed, and He kept the merchants from showing disrespect when they took a short cut through the temple grounds.  Emphasizing that the temple is a house of prayer, Jesus took that opportunity to teach His disciples that both faith and forgiveness are essential for effective prayer.  In addition to having confounded the Jewish leadership with His teachings as they sought to incriminate Him, Jesus' actions in the temple caused them fear and anger, and they conspired how to destroy Him.
Mark 11:27-33
Jesus' authority questioned

These verses record yet another challenge from the Jewish religious leaders.  They had already seen that Jesus taught with authority (Mark 1:22), exercised authority over unclean spirits (Mark 1:23-27), had divine authority to forgive sins (Mark 2:10), and gave His disciples authority over unclean spirits (Mark 6:7).  Jesus may have been seen as a self-appointed rabbi, seemingly untrained and without accountability to established religious authorities.  Their question, however, would have specifically addressed Jesus' actions on the temple grounds which challenged the authority of the chief priests, scribes and elders which may have included  both Annas and Caiaphas who served concurrently for several years.  Jesus answered their question with a question about John's baptizing for repentance (Mark 1:4).  As a prophet, John had not only baptized many people from Jerusalem and Judea, but he proclaimed Jesus as the Lamb of God and witnessed the testimony of both the Father and Spirit at Jesus' baptism.  By confirming the authority and validity of John's ministry, they would also have to confirm Jesus as the Messiah sent by God.  This encounter was public, and John was considered by the people to be a real prophet, even Elijah.  Therefore, fearing a reaction from the people, they only answered Jesus that they did not know.  Their answer was so revealing that it was unnecessary for Jesus to respond to their original question.
Mark 12:1-12

A parable about a vineyard owner

Jesus taught in parables to reveal truth to those who had spiritual understanding and to hide the meanings from unbelievers and the undeserving.  Yet the Jewish leaders realized that this parable was specifically against them, and although they sought to seize Jesus, they feared the people and just left Him and went away.  So what was this parable about?


Vineyards were very common in the area and a mainstay of the economy.  In this parable the vineyard is symbolic of Israel (Psa. 80:8-16; Isa. 5:1-7; Jer. 2;21).   The vineyard was fully established by the owner (God Himself) with a protective wall, a wine press with a vat for collecting the juice, and a tower which served as a lookout post, shelter for the workers, and storage for supplies and tools.  The owner then rented the vineyard to the vine-growers (Jewish leaders) and left on a journey.  The harvest in the fourth year would have belonged to the landowner (Lev. 19:23-25) and other harvests were for the renters.  The servants of the landowner would have been the prophets sent by God.  The first one was beaten and sent away empty-handed; the second was wounded in the head and treated shamefully; the third they killed; and others who were sent were beaten and killed.  Finally, the owner sent his beloved son (we know this is Jesus).  Jesus came to claim that which was His, but the vine-growers plotted to kill him and steal His inheritance.  And they did.  Jesus' death and rejection are prophesied by this parable.  Now the question to the Jewish leaders:  What will the owner do?  Those who had been entrusted with the vineyard will be destroyed, and the owner's land will be given to others.  Jesus quoted this prophecy to them from Psa. 118:22-23.  Jesus came for the Jews first and, after He was rejected by them, He came for the Gentiles.  Rom. 1:16    That which Israel rejected (Jesus) is the chief corner stone, the rock, on which the LORD will build His church.  Matt. 16:18  The Apostle Paul used this image in Eph. 2:19-22 to describe God's building program.  
Mark 12:13-17

Paying taxes

Jesus had been talking with the chief priests, scribes and elders who are now calling in reinforcements:  Pharisees and Herodians.  The Pharisees were the strictest religious group and the Herodians were a political party of Jews who supported Herod Antipas who in turn was a puppet of Rome.  Although the comments they made about Jesus were true, they were meant as flattery and in no way show recognition of Jesus' true identity.  Their question concerned paying a poll tax.  The Greek word here for taxes is derived from a Latin word for "census".  The Romans counted all citizens and required each one to pay an annual poll tax of one denarius which was equal to a day's wage for a laborer or soldier.  The poll tax and other taxes were a burden to the Jews, and they resented supporting the occupying conquerors.  Jesus was aware of their hypocrisy in this question and addressed their question by referring to the image on it.  The coin would have the emperor Tiberius' image on one side shown sitting on his throne in priestly robes.  The other side would have been inscribed "Chief Priest."  The Jews would consider the coins to be idolatry which was forbidden by the second commandment.  Render means to pay back what is owed, a debt.  Jesus' response instructs all citizens are under divine obligation to pay taxes to whatever government is over them.  Rom. 13:1-7; 1 Pet. 2:13-17  Paying taxes does not relieve believers' obligation to give to God and His kingdom.  While we are citizens of an earthly nation, we are first and foremost citizens of the Kingdom of God.  Eph. 2:19, Phil. 3:20
Mark 12:18-27

Levirate marriage

The next question, once again insincere since the Sadducees do not believe in a resurrection, was about Levirate marriage under the Law of Moses.  Deut. 25:5-10  The purpose of a brother marrying the wife of a deceased brother was to ensure that the first brother would have descendants to carry on his name and secure his inheritance in the Promised Land, thereby also preserving tribal names, families and inheritances.  Children from the second marriage would be considered descendants from the first and childless marriage.  In this scenario, a woman successively married all seven brothers, and then she died.  Their question was about to whom she would be married in the resurrection.  This question would challenge Jesus to confirm the validity of Scripture.  Jesus told them that their question resulted from not understanding Scripture or the power of God.  There is no marriage in heaven but believers will be like angels who are spiritual eternal beings who do not marry.  A good reference book on the subject of angels is the one by Billy Graham.  Jesus' emphasizes His point by reminding them that God told Moses that He was the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob all of whom had predeceased Moses by several centuries but who are experiencing eternal fellowship with God.
Mark 12:28-34
Loving God and loving neighbors

One of the scribes, who studied and interpreted the Law, heard the others arguing and realized that Jesus' answers had been extraordinary even if not accepted by those who had questioned Him.  When the scribe asked Jesus about the foremost commandment, he was expecting a good answer.  Jesus quoted the Shema, Deut. 6:4-9 and 11:13, which was recited by practicing Jews every morning and evening.

Loving God means loving others.  Continuing His answer Jesus quoted Lev. 19:18.  In Rom. 13:9, Paul listed loving one's neighbor in a list of commandments which included prohibiting adultery, murder, stealing and coveting.  Jesus commanded His disciples to love one another as He loves them.  John 13:34  The scribe repeated Jesus' answer and observed that love is more important than ceremonial offerings which often would have been given in repentance for not obeying God's commands.  Jesus affirmed the scribe's answer but pointed out that the scribe was not IN the kingdom of God, only not far from it.
Mark 12:35-37
The Messiah's true Sonship

The reference to Jesus as the Son of David was consistent with the scribes' teaching that the promised Messiah would be a man, not divine, who would reestablish the nation of Israel as it was in David's time.  Jesus addressed their misconception about His true nature by quoting from David's psalm, 110:1, inspired by the Holy Spirit declaring that Yahweh spoke to Adonai (the Messiah) giving Him victory and dominion.  Thus, the son of David is also the Son of God and was with God before His human incarnation, as David's prophetic psalm revealed.   John 1:1-5
Mark 12:38-44
About widows

Widows were among the most vulnerable and needy people. They often had no provision, no protection and no position -- except from God.  The scribes would dress conspicuously, give long prayers to demonstrate their piety, and demand deference and honor from the people.  Yet, their religious practices were hypocritical in that they took advantage of widows which would bring them condemnation.  There was a imminent example of the difference.  People were giving money in the treasury box near the temple entrance, and those who were rich were making a great show of their contribution.  A poor widow's contribution was recognized by Jesus as more than all the others put together.  She gave two small copper coins, all that she owned and all that she had to live on.  She could have found many excuses to not give at all:  the religious leaders were corrupt, her gift was too small to matter, or she should keep the money for her own needs.


One of the challenges of the church is to identify aspects of the OT covenants which come forward into the new covenant of grace.  One issue which is specifically addressed is the circumcision of the Abrahamic covenant which is not required of Christians.  Acts 15  The Law is divided into three categories:  constitutional (the 10 commandments), ceremonial (priestly commands), and case law which instructs on penalties for disobedience.  The sacrifices and dietary commands are no longer required.  Case law may change to become more or less severe.  There are nearly 40 infractions in the OT which required the death penalty.  Our guide for knowing what remains and is carried forward is whether the commands are repeated in the NT.  All of the constitutional law is repeated except for sabbath keeping.  Israel was required to tithe to the Levites Num. 18:21-28, it was a simply a flat tax of 10%  imposed on the people to support the priestly tribe who would not receive a property inheritance in the Promised Land.  There are only four places in the NT where the tithe is mentioned and then only in negative context, or acknowledging that Abraham paid tithes to Melchizedek who preceded the Levitical priests.   

Christian stewardship is 100 percent, rooted in love and gratitude.  We are accountable to God for all that He gives us - money, resources of all kinds, time, talents, spiritual gifts, opportunities, etc.  That was demonstrated when Jesus commended the widow for giving ALL she had, the churches in Macedonia gave from their poverty and not just skimmed off the top, the servants were accountable for ALL they had been given.  A tithe is just not enough, and yet very few evangelical Christians give more than 3 percent.  Giving is part of our worship.   And attitude counts - God loves a cheerful giver.  
2 Cor. 9:7
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