Lesson 7


Gospel of Mark

Class Notes for  October 3, 2017








Mark 10:17 - 11:26
Last week we studied Christian marriage as an earthly picture of God's covenant relationship with His people and specifically Jesus and the church.  The family is the foundation of the church and a stable and productive society in general.  It has been said that as the family goes, so goes the nation.  

Jesus had repeatedly revealed to His disciples that He will enter Jerusalem at the time of Passover where He will be arrested, tried and executed, and that He will rise from the dead in three days.  They don't understand.  As Jesus' teachings continue, His fulfillment of the OT covenants will bring new revelations about the Covenant of Grace to which all former covenants point.  No previous covenant brought salvation because salvation is in Jesus alone, and everyone who has ever been or ever will be saved is saved by Jesus.  Saints in the OT looked forward to the completed work of Jesus' death and resurrection.  The disciples had lived under the Law which required obedience for salvation.  Salvation by grace alone was a new concept for them, and prosperity was a sign of their obedience and assurance of God's approval.  What Jesus would clarify concerning salvation was a matter of cause and effect.
Mark 10:17-22
Can works save?


Also    Matt. 19:16-26    and   Luke 18:18-23
We know the man who approached Jesus as the rich young ruler.  Matt. 19:22, Luke 18:18     His designation as a ruler probably refers to his position in the synagogue, so he was a religious man.  He was rich , evidence of blessings from God, and although he was young, he understood that there was more than this life. From his answers to Jesus' questions, we can see that he is a morally upright man.  His approach to Jesus showed high regard and that he was eager to speak with Him.  He called Jesus "good teacher".  The word used here is not rabbi, but a general word for an instructor.  Before answering the man's question, "What shall I do to inherit eternal life?"  Jesus challenged the young man to consider the implications of calling Jesus "good".  Since only God is intrinsically good, would the man acknowledge Jesus' deity?  Repeatedly a voice from heaven had identified Jesus as God's Son.  All hope for eternal life is based on the person and accomplished work of Jesus.  The answer to the man's question would come from God.
The man sought eternal life.  Jesus came to bring eternal life for all who are His.  That eternal life is not continued existence, since everyone will continue to exist after physical death.  Eternal life is life as God has life, spiritual life which is in Christ alone to be enjoyed forever.  Jesus' questions focused on the moral commandments, which the man affirmed that he had kept from his youth.  Jesus loved him.  This Greek word for love indicates love in a moral or social sense.  Certainly Jesus would have approved of this man's lifestyle.  However, Jesus' instructions to him revealed that his heart was not right.  The greatest commandment is to love the LORD your God with all your heart, soul and mind.  The second is to love your neighbor as yourself.  Matt. 23:36-40  In spite of all his good attributes, the man's heart was not right toward God or toward others.  Jesus invited the man to follow Him, but he went away grieving, disappointed that he would  not receive the eternal life he sought.  The sacrifice was too high, and he loved his wealth.
One of the clearest Scriptures concerning whether works, even good works, and their inability to save is in Matt. 7:21-23.    Jesus never "knew" them, a connecting relationship.   Those who are saved are "in Christ."  Eph. 1:3-14     Jesus knows those who are His, and they know Him.  John 10:14,  Gal. 4:9, 
1 Cor. 8:3, 2 Tim. 2:19  

Mark 10:23-27
Can wealth save?
Under the Law, prosperity was a blessing of obedience.  Deut. 28:1-14  Because of this understanding, the Jews knew the ultimate fate of the wicked but would inquire of God about their prosperity.  
Jer. 12:1, Psa. 37:35   While it is true that God may bless His people with material prosperity, that is not a sure sign of salvation for many poor are truly saved and strong witnesses for Jesus.  It is also true that wealth can be deceitful and choke the word of God,   Matt. 13:22.  The love of money is the root of all sorts of evil.  1 Tim. 6:10  The Pharisees sinned because of their love of money.  Luke 16:14   Money does not satisfy.  Eccl. 5:10  Jesus pointed out to the disciples that while it is impossible for riches to bring  salvation, with God all things are possible.  
A Christian's attitude toward money reveals his heart.  In Matt. 25:14-30, Jesus taught good stewardship for all that we are given, whether large or small amounts.  Jesus commended the widow who gave all she had.  Mark 12:41-44  And what profit is there in gaining the whole world and losing one's soul?

Mark 8:36  There is much more in Scripture concerning how money and resources are to be viewed and used by those who are saved, but these few verses make the point.

Mark 10:28-45
Sacrificing, suffering and serving
v. 28-31    While the rich young ruler's heart kept him from giving up his wealth to follow Jesus, Peter pointed out that those who are Jesus' disciples have given up everything.  Jesus assured him there are rewards now for those who sacrifice and are persecuted for Him , and that eternal rewards far outweigh any sacrifices made for the Kingdom of God.  Worldly priorities of this current age are not consistent with those of eternal life . . . the first will be last, and the last, first.
v. 32-45    Jerusalem is elevated from the surrounding landscape and 2550 feet above sea level.  Travelers always spoke of going "up" to Jerusalem.  Jesus' teachings had caused amazement as well as some anxiety and fear about going to Jerusalem.  Perhaps they were recalling the hostility from the Pharisees and scribes as well as Jesus' revelation about His own future.  Once again Jesus took the twelve disciples aside to both inform and assure them about coming events.  Jesus was very specific:

He will be delivered to the chief priests and scribes (Jewish leaders),


They will hand Jesus over to the Gentiles (Roman rulers), 


The Gentiles will humiliate Jesus before killing Him.


Three days later, Jesus will rise from the dead.


Considering all this, it seems somewhat strange that brothers James and John had a special request of Jesus.  Their mother had previously approached Jesus on this subject.  Matt. 20:20-22  They wanted positions of prestige and authority when Jesus was fully revealed as King.  It seems that they refused to accept or had no understanding of what Jesus had repeatedly told them about His death.   Jesus' response cautioned them that they might not desire to share the difficulties which lay ahead for Him.  And, honor in the Kingdom is not given on the basis of selfish ambition but on divine will.  The other ten disciples were indignant because of the request made by James and John.  Jesus took this opportunity to point out that His followers were not to act like the Gentiles who desired and misused power over others.  Among believers, those who would be leaders or have authority must serve the others.  Jesus is the supreme example of servant leadership in giving His life for His own.  Those who were slaves to sin and under the just wrath of God were ransomed by Jesus' sacrifice.
Mark 10:46-52
Healing Bartimaeus
These verses continue to record events on the road to Jerusalem.  Many people were traveling this way to observe Passover in the city.  Going through Jericho, Jesus encountered a blind beggar sitting beside the road who called out to Jesus to have mercy on him.    Matthew 20:30 states that there were two blind men, but Mark focuses on the most vocal of the two.  They are in Perea, but Jesus was well known in the area as Jesus the Nazarene (from Galilee) because of the crowds who followed Him.  The title "Son of David" appears only in the synoptic gospels.  At that time it was the most common reference to the Messiah and would acknowledge only Jesus' humanity in assuming the role of King David in an earthly kingdom.   The crowd was trying to silence the beggar.  However, when Jesus stopped and called to him, the crowd encouraged the beggar to stand up and go to Jesus.  He did so eagerly.  Jesus asked the man, "What do you want Me to do for you?"  Now, the blind man refers to Jesus as Rabboni, an intensified form of Rabbi.  And he had a specific request:  to regain his sight.   At Jesus' word, the man's sight was restored and he began to follow Jesus on the road to Jerusalem.  This is another instance where faith is connected to healing.  The Greek word translated "well" is the same word translated "saved" in Eph. 2:5, 8.
Two other events which occurred at this time are recorded in Luke and Matthew.   Luke 19:1-10 tells us about Jesus' encounter in Jericho with Zaccheus.  Jesus' teachings had caused His disciples to assume that the Kingdom of God was going to come in its fullest immediately.  This misunderstanding led to His teaching them a parable concerning their stewardship during His absence in use of  talents/minas entrusted to servants.   Luke 19:11-27,   Matt. 25:14-30.
Mark 11:1-14

Entering Jerusalem

Also Matt. 21:1,  Luke 19:28 and John 12:12
This chapter begins the final week of Jesus' life on this earth - Passion Week.  It begins on the first day of the week, Sunday.   Jesus' instructions to two of His disciples was to go into the nearby village to secure a colt (young donkey) for His entrance into Jerusalem.  This would fulfill the prophecy concerning the Messiah found in Zech. 9:9.  Conquerors entered a defeated city on horses, but one who came in peace came riding a donkey.  The success of the disciples without opposition reveals Jesus' divine knowledge.  The crowd's cries of Hosanna echoed Psalm 118:25-26:   O LORD, do save. . .  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the LORD . . .  Spreading their coats on the ground was homage to royalty, and Mark records the crowds expectation of David's kingdom.  On this day Jesus and His twelve disciples visited the temple grounds and then returned to Bethany late in the day.
On Monday when leaving Bethany Jesus sought figs from a tree which had leaves but no fruit.  Also Matt. 21:18-20   The fig tree is symbolic of Israel.  Hosea 9:10  Jesus cursed the tree because of its lack of fruit.  From Mark 11:19-21 we know that the tree did indeed wither from the root up.  This event and Jesus' cleansing of the temple later in the day was judgment against Israel for its corruption and hypocrisy.
Mark 11: 15-18  The day before Jesus had inspected everything at the temple.  On His return, He confronted the money changers who were selling animals for sacrifice and exchanging Roman coins for temple shekels.  As Jesus scattered the tables and merchants, He reminded them that the temple was a House of Prayer, Isa. 56:7, Jer. 7:11, not a robbers' den.  The other offense mentioned is that the temple grounds were used by merchants as a short cut to cites to sell their merchandise, thereby showing irreverence for the temple.  As a result, the chief priests and scribes were afraid of Jesus and sought to destroy Him.
Mark 11:19-26    The temple offenders had been confronted, and the fig tree had withered.  As Peter commented about the tree, Jesus' response addressed God's power demonstrated through faith and prayer.  Faith, the enabling power of God, experienced in our lives gives us confidence to ask great things for God's glory.  Matt. 17:20   Preparation for effective prayer requires forgiveness of others.  The only good reason for forgiving others is that we are forgiven by God in Christ.  Eph. 4:32  Although verse 26 does not appear in the oldest manuscripts, it is the converse of verse 25.  Not forgiving is evidence that someone is not forgiven.
____________________________________________

Attached to these class notes is a chart of Passion Week.  Please keep it handy as we continue our study.  I apologize that the notes are not as neat as they could be, but I hope the information is discernible.  

Some things to remember:

Jewish days begin at sunset because God defines a day as an evening (period of darkness) and 


a morning (period of light).  Gen. 1:5
The sign of Jonah, however, states something different:  three days and three nights.  Jonah 1:17
Our mindset of days beginning and ending with midnight makes it difficult 


to think in terms of Jewish days.

While Saturday (beginning at sunset on Friday) is a weekly sabbath, Passover is also a sabbath.

Sunday, the first day of the week, would begin at sunset on Saturday.

Although Jesus' death is historically memorialized on Good Friday, it had to have occurred on Thursday afternoon, the day before Passover (when all the Passover lambs were being sacrificed). The confusion may be due to the assumption that the mention of the sabbath referred only to the weekly sabbath.  

Jesus' resurrection was before dawn on the third day.
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