Lesson 6


Gospel of Mark


Homework for Sept. 26, 2017









Mark 10:1 - 16

As I approached this lesson, God's Word on marriage gives us so much insight into our relationship with Him that it would be negligent to inadequately cover this subject.  There are many misunderstandings, compromises and false teachings throughout history, and my hope is that through Scripture we can understand the magnitude of God's love for us in establishing marriage as a picture of His relationship with His covenant people.  While that relationship is perfect, human relationships fail or fall short of the standard.  Yet we have a responsibility to maintain the revealed perfection of God's marriage to His people and Jesus' marriage to the church.  Jesus is responding to the Pharisees and teaching all those who follow Him as He travels to Jerusalem for His trial, crucifixion, death and resurrection.
DAY ONE

Eph. 5:22-33

Christian Marriage
Isa. 54:5-6, Jer. 31:32    How does God describe His relationship with Israel? 

He is a __________________ to them.

Eph. 5:22-24   In a marriage, a wife is to demonstrate the role of the _______________ to Christ.



In what way? ____________________________________________________________

Eph. 5:25-30   The husband demonstrates the role of _____________________ in three ways.  Describe

v. 26-27  His spiritual responsibility________________________________________________


v. 28
   His physical responsibility _______________________________________________


v. 29
   His emotional responsibility _____________________________________________

Just in case we missed it, what is confirmed in v. 32? ________________________________________

v. 33  What is the command to the husband ________________________________________________

          What is the command to the wife ___________________________________________________

Let's draw a conclusion:  Human marriage is a picture of _____________________________________


Therefore, what is true of Christ and the church should be true of our ______________________

A marriage consistent with the image of Christ and the church is required of church leaders.


1 Tim. 3:2, 12 _________________________________________________________________

How precious is this relationship?  Heb. 13:4 _______________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________

How very reassuring that God's love and forgiveness cover us when we fail . . . . and we all fail.
However, our failure does not alter the standard.
DAY TWO

Mark 10:1-12

Marriage Defined

See also Matt. 19:3-12
What question did the Pharisees ask Jesus? _________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

Why did they ask that particular question? _________________________________________________

What two teachings did Jesus identify which might have caused them confusion?


v. 8-9
God created them to be _______________  not to be __________________ Gen. 2:22-25

v. 4      Moses permitted __________________________________________________________


v. 5
What was Moses' reason for this action? _______________________________________


What do we know about that condition?  Ezek. 11:19-20 ________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


v. 11-12   Marrying another person would be considered __________________ Also Luke 16:18
To draw a parallel in our time, people can be legally separated (not nullifying their legal relationship while living apart), but the marriage itself remains binding.  Therefore, someone legally separated who married another person would be committing bigamy or adultery.  

What is the seventh commandment?  Ex. 20:14 ______________________________________


What was the penalty for adultery?  Lev. 20:10, Deut. 22:22 ____________________________

From Matt. 19:10, what was the disciples' reaction to Jesus' teaching? __________________________


____________________________________________________________________________


What was Jesus' response?  Matt. 19:11-12 _________________________________________

There is an "exception" clause in Matt. 19:9 which I want to address here.  The word for "immorality" is the word for fornication, which is committed by a person who is not married, and therefore, when discovered,  would be cause for not consummating a marriage proposal (engagement) with a covenant.
That was the issue Joseph faced with Mary's pre-marriage pregnancy.  Was Mary still a virgin?

DAY THREE

Adultery
In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus addressed sin and the condition of the heart.  From


Matt. 5:21-22, what constitutes murder? ___________________________________________


Matt. 5:27-28, what constitutes adultery? ___________________________________________

Jesus addressed the behavior of those who are legally separated in Matt. 5:31-32.  From these verses


how else is adultery committed? __________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________

Moses required a written certificate of divorce because of the hardness of their hearts.  This writ would protect a separated woman from accusations of adultery which would bring a death sentence.  Traditionally, churches permit this separation when there is adultery, abuse or abandonment (the three "A's").  The question which remains is how does this "divorce" affect the covenant of marriage?  

Does it remain?  If so, remarriage would constitute adultery.  
When Israel turned from God to serve idols, how is that described in

Jer. 3:6-10 ________________________________________________________________________
Ezek. 6:9 _________________________________________________________________________

Ezek. 23:37-39 ____________________________________________________________________

To keep with the analogy of Jehovah/Israel and Christ/Church, spiritual adultery causes separation but does not void the covenant which was made by God.  God's covenants are eternal and salvation is never lost.  Also, Mal. 3:16 __________________________________________________________

There is only one circumstance in which a human marriage covenant ceases.


Rom. 7:2-3 __________________________________________________________________


1 Cor. 7:39 __________________________________________________________________

Please note here that our spiritual covenant never ends.  All of those who are saved have eternal life,


and neither does God die.

DAY FOUR

Mark 10:13-16
Jesus blesses the little children
Jesus' teaching on marriage is followed by a special blessing for children also repeating what He said as recorded in Mark 9:37.  The family unit as a picture of God's family is carried through to the relationship of parents and children.  God is presented as our Father, and those who are saved are children of God.  

Parents' responsibility for children is taught throughout the Bible.  What is specified in the following:
Psalm 127:3-5 _______________________________________________________________________

1 Samuel 1:27-28_____________________________________________________________________

Deut. 6:6-7__________________________________________________________________________

Prov. 22:6 ___________________________________________________________________________

Prov. 23:13-14 _______________________________________________________________________

Prov. 29:15 _________________________________________________________________________

Prov. 29:17 _________________________________________________________________________

Prov. 6:20__________________________________________________________________________

Eph. 6:1-3 _________________________________________________________________________

Col. 3:20 ___________________________________________________________________________

Eph. 6:4 ___________________________________________________________________________

Col. 3:21 ___________________________________________________________________________

Deut. 6:7-9 __________________________________________________________________________

And there are others.  From these and from other verses you know, how would you describe

Parents' responsibilities to their children: __________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

Children's responsibilities to their parents: _________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________

DAY FIVE

Cultural ideas concerning marriage

Today, take time to consider the following observations.  We will discuss in class.
In the Bible, and in the Middle East, marriage for love was a rare situation.  Parents contracted marriage for their children, and a bride's dowry was paid to her parents.  Monogamy was instituted by God but polygamy was often practiced.  By the time of Jesus, monogamy had come back into favor. 

Western ideas of marriage are quite different.  Romantic love is still desirable as a foundation for marriage.  It is so important that distinction is made between loving and being "in love" with someone.  Divorce rates in evangelical churches mirror those of the general population.  Marriage is not held in high regard, and the rate of couples living together without marriage is increasing.  

Marriage is also being redefined.  Same sex couples can legally marry and adopt children.  With the breakdown of the traditional family, the society in general is suffering.  Doing marriage God's way would eliminate or greatly reduce many of these problems, such as single parent families, out of wedlock births, abortions, sexually transmitted diseases, and domestic violence.  Sex has become a marketing tool and a recreational sport.  Our culture is hyper-sexualized through entertainment, fashion, and public behavior.
God's requirements for marriage were given for His glory and our good.  We must not compromise or change what God has ordained.  When (not if) we fail to maintain this standard, we know that a loving and merciful God accepts our repentance, heals and restores us, and continues to bless us.  It is also imperative that we forgive one another, not casting judgment but loving one another as Jesus loves us and sacrificed for us.
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