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Mark 9:1-32
In our lesson for last week Jesus continued to travel throughout the region teaching with authority, healing the sick, casting out demons and performing miracles witnessed by thousands of people who followed Him from place to place.  Jesus was training His disciples for their future commission, helping them understand His teachings, and revealing His death and resurrection.  He sent the twelve out with His authority and power over unclean spirits, and they returned to report to Him all that they had done and taught.  The disciples had distributed food which had been miraculously multiplied, seen Jesus walk on water and calm the sea, the sick and crippled restored, and the dead raised to life.  They knew that Jesus was a truly exceptional prophet with divine powers, and would come to know that Jesus was the Christ.  They had left everything to follow Him.  Yet, they were slow to comprehend Jesus' death and resurrection and did not envision the mission which lay ahead for them.  The third and final year of Jesus' ministry will bring extraordinary experiences for the disciples and intensifying opposition from the Pharisees.
Mark 9:1

What the future will bring

This first verse continues Jesus' teaching to His disciples and the crowd and immediately follows Mark 8:38 which makes reference to Jesus second coming bringing the final judgment and eternal establishment of the Kingdom in the glory of God.  Jesus gives them a timetable.  The Kingdom of God will come with power in the lifetime of some of them.  There is some debate about the exact event predicted here.  God's power in establishing the Kingdom is evident in the transfiguration, in Jesus' resurrection, at Pentecost, and in the destruction of the Temple in 70 AD.   The disciples would have witnessed the first three and all of these events would have been witnessed by the Apostle John as well as others who may have been present.  It would be reasonable to conclude that the power establishing God's Kingdom was seen in all these events . . . 

the transfiguration which confirmed Jesus' fulfillment of the Law and prophecy


Jesus' resurrection which proved His accomplished work


Pentecost which brought the power of the Holy Spirit to all believers


Destruction of the Temple which eliminated the old sacrificial system forever.

Mark 9:2-13

The Transfiguration

This event is recorded in all three synoptic gospels.  Matt. 17:1-8, Luke 9:28-36   Jesus took Peter, James and John to a high mountain.  Since they had been the area of Caesarea Philippi, this was probably Mt. Hermon.  Hermon means "sacred mountain" and it rises over 9,000 feet above sea level.  Its snowy peak can be observed from great distances.  The three disciples were privileged the witness a very special event.  Jesus had gone to the mountain to meet with Moses and Elijah.  Moses had died about 1500 years prior and Elijah had died about 500 years earlier, but there was something about their appearance that made them easily recognizable.  Jesus' appearance was changed, transfigured, underwent a metamorphosis.  His clothes were radiant white, and Matt. reports that Jesus' face shone like the sun.  Scripture does not identify the cause of this change, but the verb is passive objective meaning that it was not done by Him but to Him.  There is some symbolism in His appearance -- Jesus is the true Light of the world, those who are in Christ do not walk in darkness.
Jesus came to fulfill both the Law and the Prophets, Matt. 5:17, which Moses and Elijah would have represented.  And they were talking together!  The disciples were terrified, but Peter spoke up offering to build three places of worship (tabernacles) for Jesus, Moses and Elijah.  Peter's answer came from a cloud which formed over them:  "This is My beloved Son. listen to Him!" -- and learn.  Moses and Elijah disappeared, and as Jesus and the disciples came down the mountain He ordered them not to relate this event until after His resurrection.  They were confused about what it meant that He would rise from the dead.  They were also confused by Elijah's appearance recalling the prophecy that had been fulfilled by John the Baptist.  John's role as the forerunner of the Messiah as the promised Elijah who would suffer many things had been confirmed by Jesus.  
The Greek word, metamorphoo, appears in two other places in the NT.  Rom. 12:2 states that we are to be transformed by the renewing of our minds.  2 Cor. 3:18 affirms that we are being transformed to be like Jesus.  We eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ; who will transform the body of our humble state into conformity with the body of His glory.   Phil. 3:20-21 
Mark 9:14-30

Healing power
As Jesus and the three disciples came down from the mountain they encountered a crowd and some scribes (of the Pharisees) arguing with the other disciples.  When Jesus inquired about what was going on, a man from the crowd explained that he had come looking for Jesus but, in Jesus' absence, had told
one of the disciples to cast out the demon tormenting his son.  The disciples had failed.  The man's son had been possessed from childhood, so evidently he was now grown.  The demon had caused convulsions and tried to kill him by throwing him into the fire or into water.  He would have probably been disfigured in some way from the abuse and would have to be watched constantly for his protection.   Jesus' response indicates some frustration with the unbelief of the people there.  
His assessment of their unbelief was demonstrated by the father who stated to Jesus, "If You can do anything, take pity on us and help us?"  Jesus' response emphasized the father's doubting.  Belief and confidence in Jesus must be based on faith, God's saving and enabling power.  Faith is often present when Jesus healed, but not always.  Faith can be a contributing but not a necessary factor.  Jesus' authority over the natural world was demonstrated by His healing power, and His authority of the supernatural world was demonstrated as demons were subject to Him.  However, none of these things would cause people to have faith.  They might believe, accept the truth of something, but faith is a gift from God not intellectual agreement.  Unbelief is sometimes a hindrance, as we say in Mark 6:6.  The father was moved to declare both his belief and his need for a greater belief.

When Jesus demanded that the demon leave, there was a violent reaction which culminated in a death-like state.  As Jesus took him by the hand, he got up.  Witnessing this exorcism, the disciples were curious about why they had not been able to accomplish this themselves.  Perhaps they were recalling previous experience when they had authority over unclean spirits.  Mark 6:7  Evidently their lack of success was due to their lack of prayer.  Certainly, Jesus prayed and God works through prayer for our good and His glory.  As Jesus and His disciples continued to travel throughout Galilee, He again resisted fame as a healer and miracle worker wanting the message of the Kingdom to be paramount.
Mark 9:31-32

The bad news and the good news
As we read through the gospels, we find that Jesus repeatedly tells His disciples of His death and resurrection.  Mark 8:31 and again here, Jesus tells them that He will be delivered into custody, killed and then rise from the dead after three days.  The disciples did not understand this, perhaps due to a false understanding of OT prophesies about a future kingdom like that of David.  The Messiah was expected to reestablish an earthly kingdom of Israel with power and prosperity.  They could not conceive of Jesus' spiritual kingdom which was not of this world.  However, they were afraid to ask Jesus to explain indicating a willful ignorance.

Mark 9:33-37

Greatness defined

They had been traveling through Galilee and returned to Capernaum.  They were not out among the crowds, but in the house.  Perhaps this was Jesus' house or Peter's since they had been there before.  On the way, Jesus' disciples had been discussing who was the greatest among them.  Pecking order seems to have been on their minds, perhaps because of the three who were on the inner circle, or maybe because Peter regularly served as spokesman for the group.  Jesus' repeating His future death could have caused them to speculate about what would happen to His organization, after all they had left everything to follow Him and would not be welcomed back into the Jewish establishment.  Leadership did not seem to be a passing concern, even the mother of James and John approached Jesus to ask for prominence for her sons causing an indignant reaction among the other ten.  Matt. 20:20-28
When Jesus asked the disciples what they had been discussing, they were silent.  When Jesus asks a question, He is not looking for information.  Jesus' questions demand self-examination.  Perhaps that is why they were silent and a bit ashamed.  At this opportunity, Jesus sat down and gathered them for a fundamental lesson on leadership.  Leaders are servants.  This principle was modeled by Jesus at the last supper.  The child (infant or toddler) was used by Jesus as a picture of believers who had humbled themselves and become like trusting children.  The responsibilities of servant leadership would be to care for them as a parent would care for their own children.  In this way, they would be acting as Jesus would in receiving them.  And believers in return, by receiving Jesus receive the Father who sent Him.
Luke records that the converse of this statement is also true.  The one who rejects Jesus rejects the One who sent Him.   Luke 10:16  Therefore, those who reject Jesus have rejected Jehovah.  The Jews do not worship the same God as do Christians.

Mark 9:38-41

Allies and enemies

This is the only recorded instance in the synoptic gospels that John spoke up.  He was concerned because someone who was not officially identified with the twelve disciples was exorcising demons in Jesus' name.  Evidently this person was a true convert because he was successful in his efforts.  Jesus' response was to assure John (and the others) that someone sincerely acting in His name would not turn against Him.  As a wider circle of believers minister to followers of Jesus, they can be confident of their reward.
Mark 9:42-49

The dangers of hell

These verses express the dangers of leading into sin those who are trusting and vulnerable.  The examples given confirm the seriousness of sin and the importance of doing whatever is necessary to avoid sin.  Self-mutilation is to be taken figuratively since such action cannot deal with sin which is a matter of the heart.  The consequences of sin are severe and eternal, and judgment is sure.  The most famous sermon ever preached was by Jonathan Edwards, Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God, Enfield, Connecticut, July 8, 1741.  There are only two eternal destinations, and judgment is sure.  Only in Jesus do we have a confident expectation of heaven.  In this life Christians are to be salt and light.  Salt purifies and preserves.  God's work through His word and the Holy Spirit enable those who are His to bring hope to the world and peace among believers.  Any suffering in this life pales compared to eternal rewards.
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