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Mark 6:1 - 8:26
We have completed study of five chapters, almost one-third of the book of Mark.  So far we have seen that Jesus began His ministry after being baptized by John and demonstrating righteousness when He was tested by Satan in the wilderness.  Teaching around the Sea of Galilee, He attracted many disciples and appointed those who would be His apostles.  Great crowds followed Him as He fed thousands, cast out demons, and healed the sick and infirm.  Jesus taught with authority and often in parables.  He confronted the scribes and Pharisees who accused Him and sought to destroy Him while exposing their misunderstandings of Scripture and selfish motives.  Jesus astounded everyone by His authority over disease, demons, death and even the stormy sea.  But Jesus' primary purpose was to teach and declare the arrival of the Kingdom of God as well as to prepare His disciples, particularly those who would be apostles, for their future work in preaching the gospel and establishing the church.
Mark 6:1-6

No honor at home
Our first challenge here is something that is unclear - the identity of Jesus' home town.  Most commentaries say this is Nazareth where Jesus grew up, Luke 4:16.  However, Mark 2:1 identifies Jesus' home town as Capernaum.  Matt. 4:13 states that Jesus left Nazareth and settled in Capernaum in the early days of His ministry.  Neither Matt. 13:53-58 or the parallel Scriptures here in Mark 6 identify the town specifically.  While this is unclear, it is not critical for our understanding of events.  We do know that Jesus is in His home town, and that the people there are very familiar with His life and His family.

On the Sabbath day, Jesus was teaching in the synagogue.  Many people had gathered and were astonished by both His wisdom and the miracles which He had performed.  While knowing that something quite special was going on, they were reluctant to believe Him.  After all, He was a carpenter (not a trained rabbi), and the son of Mary (the only place in Scripture where Jesus is called this, and perhaps a derogatory remark concerning His birth or a reference that His father had died), and His siblings were familiar faces around town.  As a result, the people took offense to His position as a great teacher only recognizing what they considered His ordinary background, His limited formal education, and His lack of an officially sanctioned religious position.  Jesus was not honored or believed, and only a few sick people were healed.  We have seen that there is often a connection between faith (the enabling power of God) to healing and miracles.  Lack of faith, unbelief, is a hindrance to blessings.  

Mark 6:7-13

Sending out the twelve

Experience is an important part of training.  Jesus called the twelve and sent them out in pairs, a common practice Luke 7:19, 10:1; Mark 11:1; 14:1; Acts 13:2-3, 15:39-41; 19:22  which would have given them mutual help and encouragement, and meet the legal requirement for an authentic testimony.  Deut. 19:15  They were to dress as common people - not pretentious or showy, and they were to be supported by the people to whom they were going.  They were to carefully choose the places where they were to stay, focus on their ministry, and be content with their first host.  If the disciples were rejected, they were to leave town while shaking off the dust from their feet as a sign of the people's uncleanness and separation from the gospel and the Lord.  The disciples brought the good news of the Kingdom of God, called for repentance, cast out demons and brought healing to the sick.  Mark 6:30-32   After-action report  It is a common practice for a mission to culminate in an after-action report.  When the twelve apostles returned, they reported to Jesus all that they had taught and done.  Leaving the crowds, they went by boat to a secluded place for rest.
Mark 6:14-29

The death of John the Baptist recalled
During this time, Jesus' ministry and his disciples' missions were creating a lot of attention.  Curiosity was rampant to identify just who Jesus might be, including whether He was Elijah, a prophet, or John the Baptist risen from the dead.  Detail is given in these verses recalling the arrest and subsequent beheading of John B.  

Mark 6:33-46

Feeding 5,000
The crowds were persistent.  They would anticipate where Jesus and His disciples were going and would get there ahead of them.  The crowds were waiting on the shore, and Jesus had compassion on them comparing the people to sheep without a shepherd.  The Messiah was prophesied as the one who would arise and shepherd His flock  Micah 5:4, Jesus said that He is the good shepherd who lays down His life for the sheep John 10:11-16, He is the great Shepherd of the sheep Heb. 13;20,   the Shepherd and Guardian of our souls  1 Pet. 2:25,   the Chief Shepherd who will appear to award the saints  1 Pet. 5:4.
A good shepherd provides food for the sheep.  When the disciples inquired about how this was to be done, Jesus challenged them to solve the problem.  Their response was that it was far too expensive for them to buy food.  Two hundred denarii would have been have been wages for 200 days' work.  Jesus organized the people into groups, prayed and multiplied five loaves and two fish to feed 5,000 men (not counting women and children bringing the total to as many as 20,000), who were satisfied by their meal, and there were 12 full baskets left over. Then Jesus sent the disciples by boat to Bethsaida and He went to the mountain to pray.
Mark 6:47-52

Walking on water

During the night, 3:00-6:00 a.m., a strong wind was causing the disciples to strain at the oars.  Seeing them from the shore, Jesus walked out on the water to join them.  The sight of Him walking on top of the sea terrified the disciples.  Telling them not to be afraid, He joined them in the boat.  Even after witnessing many miracles, the disciples had not gained confident insight into Jesus' supernatural power, they were not understanding His teachings without interpretation, and they were reluctant to accept Jesus predictions of His death and resurrection.  This phrase, "their heart was hardened",  implies both lack of understanding and some rebellion.  Mark 6:53-56
Miracles continue  Jesus and the disciples landed their boat at Gennesaret on the western shore of the Sea of Galilee.  He was met by many people bringing the sick.  They must have learned of the woman who touched Jesus' garment (prayer shawl, Mark 5:25-34), and when anyone touched it they were healed.
Mark 7:1-13

Wrong traditions

Not only needy crowds followed Jesus - the Pharisees had come from Jerusalem probably in response to a request from Galilean Pharisees.  Once again they found fault with Jesus and His disciples.  The Pharisees had traditions concerning ceremonial washing of hands prior to eating which had nothing to do with cleanliness.  Someone poured water from a jar on another's hands with fingers pointing up so that the water dripped off at the wrist.  Next water was poured over both hands with the fingers pointing down.  Then each hand was rubbed with the fist of the other hand.  Verses 3-4 do not appear in the earliest manuscripts but offer useful information showing the extent of many traditions imposed by the Pharisees.  When asked about the disciples' actions, Jesus called them hypocrites - an actor or a stage player, someone who plays a part or hides under a false appearance.  We think of a hypocrite as one who does not practice what he preaches.  Jesus said that their worship was empty and their teachings were not the commandments of God but the traditions of men.  The problem was their hearts which were far from God.  For example, they did not honor their parents but followed tradition by dedicating to God that which could have been used to comply with God's commandments.  Two quotes from Ex. 20:12 and 21:17 show how seriously God takes this commandment and its enforcement.
Mark 7:14-23

The heart of the matter

Still addressing the tradition of ceremonial washing, Jesus points out that a person is not defiled (made unclean) by that which is external, but what comes out can defile him.  When asked by His disciples, Jesus explained this teaching to them with two points:  1.  What is eaten goes through the body and is eliminated therefore not defiling a person.  Subsequently this was interpreted as support for abandoning the dietary restrictions of the Law.  2.  An evil heart produces evil things which defile.  God's work of salvation begins in the heart.  In this covenant of grace in Jesus, God removes the heart of stone and gives a heart of flesh to belong to Him and to obey.  Ezek. 11:19-20, Jer. 31:31-33   A hardened, stony heart is the source of all manner of evil, and 12 specific examples are given here in verses 21-23.  Jesus demands repentance while the world's solution is to blame the economy (people are poor and therefore commit crimes; give them handouts or jobs), education (people are bad because they are ignorant; give them free schooling), environment (better housing would eliminate crime; HUD projects), emotions (all bad behavior is due to mental illness or poor self-image; they need medication or counseling).
Mark 7:24-30

Overflow blessings

Jesus left Galilee and went to the region around Tyre.  A woman who was Gentile, non-Jewish in both language and religion, was Phoenician living in the province of Syria.  Matthew adds that she was a Canaanite  Matt. 15:21-28.  She continuously shouted to Jesus concerning her daughter who was demon possessed.  The disciples wanted to send her away, but Jesus answered her pointing out that He was sent first to the Jews.  It was through Abraham's descendants that the Messiah would come, and the Jews' rejection of their Messiah would expand this covenant promise to include the Gentiles.   "Dogs" is a metaphor for those who do not have spiritual understanding.  Gentiles were often referred to as dogs because of their separation from Jewish race and religion.  Matt. 7:6 commands not to give what is precious to God to those who have no understanding,  Phil. 3:2 warns about those who have no understanding, and Rev. 22:15 mentions them along with others who are judged and condemned.  However, there has always been and continues to be a principle of overflow blessings -- God's people bless unbelievers in that those who are saved are the best spouses, workers, slaves, neighbors, parents, children. . . .   The blessings that God gives His children overflow to all those around them.  Jesus discerned that this woman had faith and her daughter was healed, another overflow blessing.
Mark 7:31-37

Healing a deaf man

Jesus' travels are given here with His destination being in the area of Decapolis.  We previously learned that Jesus cast a legion of demons from a man here.  Mark 5:1-20   We are given the specifics of the manner in which this man was restored to hearing and clear speech.  Jesus took the man aside, touched both the man's ears and tongue, and he was healed.  Jesus continued to resist being known simply as a healer and miracle worker, focusing instead on the message and teachings that He was bringing.
Mark 8:1-9

Another miraculous feeding

This is similar to the event recorded in Mark 6:33-44.  Mark 8:19-20 confirms that there were two events.  This time there were 4,000 who were miraculously fed with seven loaves and a few fish with seven baskets full left over.  These miracles recall the children of Israel led by Moses who were fed manna in the wilderness.  Jesus' concern and compassion for their physical needs is again evident.  Jesus provided the bountiful meal and His disciples delivered.  We should see this pattern in our own ministry.

Mark 8:10-12

Demanding a sign
Jews expected and demanded signs as confirmation that something was truly from God.  1 Cor. 1:22
Historically signs and wonders had accompanied God's purposes.  Acts 7:35-36 and others.  The Pharisees were not content with the many miracles which had been performed but demanded further proof of Jesus' claims.  Jesus refused to accommodate their spiritual blindness, and the supreme sign verifying that He is indeed the Son of God would be His resurrection.  Matt. 12:38-40 confirms that it was the sign of Jonah that would confirm Jesus' claims and accomplished purposes.

Mark 8:13-21

Another occasion for teaching

Leaving the area by boat, the disciples became concerned that they had not brought bread for the trip.  Jesus took this opportunity to refocus their concern not on their need for bread but on their need for righteousness.  Beware of the leaven of sin, specifically the false teachings of the Pharisees and the immorality of Herod.  Matt. 14:1-12  And the disciples missed the point.  Jesus was concerned with spiritual truths, but they continued to be concerned about physical matters.  It was their hearts that were still rebellious, spiritually insensitive and unable to understand spiritual truth.  Jesus asked them six questions which would cause them to examine their actions and remind them of the miracles they had witnessed.

Mark 8:22-26

Healing a blind man

Jesus did not heal two people in the same way.  In other words, they were healed not by the method but by the Man, Jesus.  Physical actions often accompanied Jesus' healing, but they were not the cause.  Faith was often present but not required.  Touching the man would have reassured him since he could not see what Jesus was doing.  This miracle and the healing of the deaf man, Mark 7:31-37, are only in Mark's gospel.  Mark records two blind men healed, the other is in Mark 10:46-52.
Mark 8:27-30

Peter says the right thing

Once again Jesus was traveling around the region and had gone about 25 miles north of Bethsaida and 65 miles NW of Jerusalem to Caesarea Philippi.  Jesus asked a general question, "Who do people say that I am?"  The disciples responded with a general answer.  A specific question followed, "Who do YOU say that I am?  Peter's response was correct:  Jesus is the Christ.  Matt. 16:13-19 gives a more detailed account.  It is Jesus who is the Rock upon which He will build His church.  This is the question with eternal consequences  that each person must answer.  
Mark 8:31-33

Peter says the wrong thing

Jesus began to teach the disciples about His future death and resurrection.  Peter rebuked Jesus, not understanding that this was Jesus intention and purpose from the beginning.  Jesus identified Peter's refusal to believe as the work of Satan.
Mark 8:34-38

What it means to follow Jesus
Following Jesus requires total commitment.  Taking up one's cross meant that the person was dying and, in a sense, already dead.  Our old self was crucified with Christ  Rom. 6:6, buried with Him in the likeness of His death  Col. 2:12.   It is no longer I who live but Christ who lives in me  Gal. 2:20.  We lay aside the old self and put on the new self  Col. 3:9-10, Eph. 4:22-24.  The disciples left everything  Mark 10:28.  The stakes are high:  gaining the whole world would not justify losing one's soul.  We are to declare Christ boldly and with confidence, not ashamed of the gospel.
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