Lesson 1

Gospel of Mark

Class Notes for August 22, 2017








Mark 1:1 - 2:12
Mark 1:1-8

The Announcer and the Announcement
Mark presents the gospel focused on the ministry and accomplished purposes of Jesus by introducing the fulfillment of prophesy in John the Baptist.  There are literally hundreds of prophecies in the OT about the promised Messiah, all of which were realized in Jesus.  Almost 800 years before, Isaiah had spoken the word of God to the people telling them to anticipate a messenger from Him would come to announce the arrival of the Messiah,  Isaiah 40:3-5.  That prophecy was reiterated by Malachi 400 years before that messenger would be born.   Malachi 4:5-6.   During that time there was no prophet in Israel.
Luke gives us many details concerning the conception and birth of John.  Let's call him "John B" to avoid any confusion with the Apostle John.  Caesar ruled from Rome, and Herod the Great was King over Judah.  Zacharias and Elizabeth lived in the hill country of Judah.  Zacharias was a Levite, a descendant of Aaron, and married to Elizabeth who was also a descendant of Aaron.  They had no children, were advanced in years, and they had prayed that God would bless them with children.  While they were righteous before God, barrenness was considered disfavor from Him.

It was Zacharias' turn to serve as priest in the Temple and offer incense at the altar before the veil of the Holy of Holies.  This duty and privilege was rare in that there were a large number of priests and no one was permitted to serve in this way more than once.  It was a much desired and anticipated day.  Zacharias was the only priest in the Temple, and the people were outside in prayer.  But Zacharias was not alone.  An angel appeared to him.  As we read further we learn that this angel was Gabriel who would also bring news to Mary of Jesus' birth.  Gabriel's message was that God was answering their prayers in that Elizabeth would bear Zacharias a son.  It would bring great joy, and the son would be named John which means "Jehovah is gracious."  As a sign to Zacharias and confirmation of this message, he would be unable to speak until the child was named.
Gabriel brought information about John B's future.  He would be great in the sight of the Lord, he would not drink alcohol, he would be filled with the Holy Spirit even while in his mother's womb, and he would turn many in Israel back to God.  John B is identified here by Gabriel as the forerunner of the Lord to prepare the people.  John B would serve in the spirit and power of Elijah as foretold by Malachi, Mal. 3:1.  In Elizabeth's 6th month of pregnancy, Mary was visited by the angel Gabriel who announced the Messiah's conception and birth, and the Holy Spirit confirmed to these two women the fulfillment of what had been promised concerning their sons.   After John B's birth, Zacharias prophesied concerning both the fulfillment of God's promises for their Messiah but also John's role as the promised forerunner.  Luke 1:68-79.  The events surrounding his birth were known throughout the region and that the hand of the Lord must surely be upon him.
Luke 1:80 states that as John B grew, he was strong in spirit and lived in the dessert.  Since his parents were old when he was born, historians have concluded that John was raised by the Qumran society, a group of Essenes, a monastic colony who lived an orderly, moderate and simple life near the Dead Sea. John B wore a garment of camel's hair with a leather belt, and his diet consisted of locusts and wild honey.  Matt. 3:4, Mark 1:6
Although difficult to date precisely but probably around 27 AD and prior to Jesus' ministry, John B began preaching in the dessert near the Jordan River bringing a message of baptism for repentance and forgiveness of sins.  Crowds from all around the Jordan and from Jerusalem including Jews, tax collectors and soldiers came to John B to hear his teachings, to confess their sins and to be baptized. 

Mark 1:9-11

The Baptism and Testing of Jesus
It seems to have been a great surprise to John B when Jesus came to him for baptism, for John B 
already knew that Jesus was the promised Messiah who would baptize with the Holy Spirit and with fire.  Luke 3:16, Mark 1:8  John's baptism was specifically for repentance and forgiveness of sins, and Jesus was without sin, the spotless and blameless Lamb of God, and had no need for John B's baptism in this regard. Yet, Jesus had walked from Nazareth, about 60 miles and much more than a day's journey, for this purpose.  John protested, but Jesus insisted.  
Jesus began his ministry in the same way that every High Priest from the time of Moses had prepared to offer sacrifices in the Holy of Holies.  Ritual washing was connected to the idea of an outward cleansing of the body to be consistent with a inner cleansed soul following repentance.  When Jesus was baptized, a voice from heaven declared Jesus' deity and the anointing by the Holy Spirit was witnessed to all present that Jesus was indeed the promised Messiah.  The Scriptures also tell us that Jesus was baptized to fulfill all righteousness  Matt. 3:15, and that by this He would be manifested to all Israel  John 1:31.  
Mark 1:12-13

Testing in the Wilderness
Your Bible may have translated G3984 periazo as "tempted" which may be misleading.  Jesus was not vulnerable to sin nor was He ever inclined to sin.  A better understanding of this word, particularly when we are aware of our own temptation or inclination to sin, would be that Jesus was not tempted to sin but tested to prove His righteousness.  When we are "tempted" it is also a test and an opportunity to demonstrate our righteousness.  A long word for our "bent toward sinning" is concupiscence which also implies sexual sins.
We know from 1 John 2:16 that there are three roots of sin:  


our passions

lust of the flesh
physical desires which may lead to sin

our possessions
lust of the eyes 
seeing and desiring that which is not ours 

our position

boastful pride of life   wanting to be something outside of God's will








selfish ambition
Jesus was tested in all three ways:  He was hungry, but the Word of God was Jesus' bread.


Satan offered Him the kingdoms of the world to possess, but Jesus' reign would come from God.
Satan offered Him notoriety and fame by angelic protection, but Jesus would not test God.

Jesus demonstrated His righteousness in that He abided by the word of God, our sword for battle.

Satan's tactics had worked with Eve.  Gen. 3:5-6


her passion

the tree was desirable to make one wise


her possession

she took and ate what was forbidden by God


her pride or position
she would be like God, knowing good and evil

Eve sinned because God's word was: 


doubted

Indeed, has God said . . . .



Gen. 3:1



changed

 . . eat from it or touch it 



Gen. 3:3


denied


You surely will not die.



Gen. 3:4 



added to

you will be like God, knowing good and evil

Gen. 3:5


Satan always casts doubt and denies the word of God.  He is deceitful and seeks to destroy.  
While promising everything, Satan can deliver nothing of lasting value.

Mark 1:14-20

Jesus begins His ministry
Luke 4:14-21 records Jesus at the synagogue in Nazareth declaring that Scripture was being fulfilled as He taught and they listened.  He quoted from Isa. 61:1-2, but contrary to accepted practices, Jesus did not read to the end of the sentence, stopping before "[To proclaim] the day of vengeance of our God;"
The day of vengeance will occur at Jesus' second coming.  Jesus continued teaching in Galilee.  

Mark records that John B was in custody, so Jesus had been preaching the gospel of God for about one year.  Matthew recorded that John B had preached against Herod's taking his brother's wife for his own which was not lawful.  Herod wanted to execute John B, but he was afraid to do so because of  John B's popularity with the people.   Imprisonment, however, was consistent with John B's own understanding of his mission; that Jesus must increase and he must decrease.  John 3:30  
According to Jesus, John B was the greatest of OT prophets and the promised Elijah who was to come.  Matt. 11:11-14  While we consider the NT or the new covenant in Jesus to begin with the gospels, it was actually announced at the Last Supper, executed on the cross, confirmed by Jesus' resurrection, and empowered at Pentecost, the birthday of the church.
Jesus' words:  The time is fulfilled, 


the promised Savior, Messiah, has come


the kingdom of God is at hand; 

the King is present to establish His kingdom


repent and believe in the gospel.  

 the good news requires belief and repentance

Jesus chose his first disciples with the simply command, "Follow Me."  Simon, Andrew, James and John responded immediately.  They left everything to follow Jesus. Mark 10:28    However, there were some men who would not follow Jesus.  They would not leave their possessions, had their priorities wrong, and were not willing to persist.  Luke 9:57-62
Mark 1:21-31

Jesus teaches with authority and heals
There was something unusual and distinctive about Jesus' teaching.  The scribes and Pharisees who taught the people in the synagogues read the Scriptures and presented interpretations from recognized scholars, quoting them as authority.  Jesus spoke from His own authority and amazed all who heard.  While teaching in the synagogue, a man with an unclean spirit confronted Jesus declaring that He was the Holy One of God who had authority over "us", all evil spirits.  At Jesus' command, the unclean spirit cried out and came out of the man, further amazing all who witnessed this event.  At this encounter, Jesus exhibited two divine powers:  teaching with authority and command over unclean spirits.  Leaving the synagogue, Jesus and His disciples went to Simon Peter's house where Jesus healed Peter's mother-in-law of a fever.  Her healing was complete, and she was able to serve her guests.
Mark 1:32-45

Jesus continued preaching, healing and casting out demons
News about Jesus had begun to spread throughout the district of Galilee and crowds of people were coming for healing and for Jesus to cast out demons.  Jesus never failed to heal everyone who came and He consistently freed those who were demon possessed.  The crowds, however, were a hindrance to His mission to preach the good news of the Kingdom.  Jesus would not allow the demons to speak because they knew who He was, but they rejected Him.  Jesus would rise early, before the day began, and go to a secluded place to pray.  
As Jesus traveled throughout Galilee, he was met by a leper asking for cleansing.  Jesus touched him, and spoke a word of healing.  Although sternly warned not to speak of his healing publicly but to see the priest for restoration to the community, the leper proclaimed Jesus' authority to the extent that Jesus was unable to publicly enter a city, because large crowds continued to come to Him.  Publicity and the people's desire for healing and freedom from demons distracted from the true purpose of His gospel proclamation.  Jesus' teachings were often difficult for the people to hear, and many who came for healing would not stay to learn from Him, considering the teachings to be too hard.  John 6:66
Mark 2:1-12

Faith and Healing
Faith is the enabling power of God, a gift from God.  We are saved by faith, we believe by faith, we live by faith.  At the moment of justification, those who are saved by faith are given this power of God to love Him and others, to understand spiritual things, to live obediently to His commands, and to be secure in hope for the future.  The one who is saved is an adopted child of God, in His family for all eternity, and a joint heir with Jesus.  Faith is power, a vital spiritual condition easily discernible by Jesus.  Faith is often cited as a factor in blessings particularly in Jesus' healing miracles.  Saving faith is a work by God in our hearts.  Belief alone, without faith, is merely intellectual assent, a conviction or confidence in something.  Someone can know much that is truth, but knowledge alone will not save.
Jesus returned to Capernaum and was inside a house teaching when so many people gathered that it was difficult for anyone coming to get near.  A paralyzed man, carried on a stretcher by four friends, was lowered through the roof to be near Jesus.  In His spirit, Jesus could discern those who had faith, who were spiritually regenerated children of God, and Jesus saw their faith.  Those who are not saved have no faith.  We don't know what caused this man's paralysis, but we know that he had two needs:  physical healing and spiritual forgiveness of sins. Jesus addressed the man as "son" which might indicate that the was quite young.  Jesus pronounced that his sins are forgiven which incited the nearby scribes (those who study and interpret the Law).  Just as Jesus could see the faith of the men who came before Him, He was aware of the thoughts of the scribes who accused Him of blasphemy.  While the scribes were fine observing those who were physically healed, they restricted forgiveness of sins to God alone.  
Through this event, Jesus demonstrated to them (so that you may know) that he was not only a healer with authority over disease but He is also the divine Son of God, God Himself, having authority over both physical and spiritual wellbeing.  No further action from Jesus was required - the man picked up his pallet and went home!  Everyone was amazed and God was glorified!  
Jesus is our example for righteous living.  . . . Whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.  1 Cor. 10:31
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