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Mark is the shortest of the four gospels, just 16 chapters, and it can be read out loud in less than two hours.  Yet, this gospel presents Jesus' ministry, death and resurrection in a dynamic way, with focus and urgency.  As events unfold in our study, we will look at the perspectives recorded by the other gospel writers for a richer understanding of the miracles and teachings of Jesus as we also learn more about His disciples.  This is God's word - inspired, inerrant and infallible.  We are taught by the Holy Spirit who reveals truth to us, so let us always approach our study time with prayer.  Psalm 119:33-34 is a good start for prayer.

DAY ONE		Mark 1:1 - 11		The Big Announcement

Four thousand years of human history had passed, and the time had come for the promises made by God to be fulfilled.  The "herald" who would announce the King was John the Baptist (or "baptizer" as some say).  Mark begins with the prophecy from Isaiah 40:3-5 which is also at the very end of the OT in Malachi 4:5-6.  After 400 years without a prophet, John the Baptist proclaimed Jesus Christ, the Son of God.  Let's learn about John.
From Luke 1:5-25 answer the following:
	Who were John's parents? v. 5  _____________ and ______________ of the tribe of _________
	What is known about them from v. 18? _____________________________________________
	Where did they live?  v. 39 _______________________________________________________
	Who announced John's birth before he was conceived? v. 19_____________________________
	When was John filled with the Holy Spirit? v. 15 ______________________________________
	What was prophesied about his mission?  v. 16-17 _____________________________________
	______________________________________________________________________________
	v. 76-77 ______________________________________________________________________
		  ______________________________________________________________________

The first chapter of Mark catches up with John the Baptist about 30 years later.   In v. 4-8,
	Where was he? _________________________________________________________________  
	What did his appearance reveal? ___________________________________________________
	Why did he draw a crowd? _______________________________________________________
	What two things did he say about Jesus? ____________________________________________
		and ____________________________________________________________________
	From John 1:19-27, who did the  priests and Levites think John might be?__________________
		_______________________________________________________________________

Jesus went to John to be baptized.  This event is also recorded in Matt. 3:13-17, and  John 1:29-34.   Read all four accounts and answer the following:
	What was the purpose of Jesus' baptism? ____________________________________________
	Why did John resist? ____________________________________________________________
	What divine public affirmation was made? ___________________________________________
		________________________________________________________________________

DAY TWO		Mark 1:12-13		Jesus is tested by Satan

Just two verses in Mark, but we learn more from Matt. 4:1-11 and Luke 4:1-13.  Jesus' testing parallels the ways in which all of us are tested.  See Heb. 4:15.    List the three areas of testing in 1 John  2:16: 
1. ___________________________ 2. ______________________ 3. _________________________
How was Jesus tested in each of these ways?   Revealed in Matthew and Luke accounts.
1. ___________________________ 2. ______________________ 3. _________________________
From Gen. 3:5-6, how was Eve tested in these very same ways?
1. ___________________________ 2. ______________________ 3. _________________________
What was Jesus' weapon to defeat the trials brought by Satan? _______________________________

DAY THREE	Mark 1:14-28		Jesus begins His ministry

Here we should stop and go to Luke 4:14-21 which tells of an event which occurred at a synagogue in Galilee.  Jesus quoted Isaiah 61:1-2 . . .  almost.  Read these Scriptures and note what was omitted by Jesus: _____________________________  Why? ___________________________________________
About one year passed between Mark verses 13 and 14.  As Mark continues,
where is John? ________________  Why?  See Matt. 14:1-5 _________________________________
Jesus is preaching in Galilee.  His message is clear and simple.  Copy the three points of Mark 1:15:
1. ____________________________________  What time? ___________________________________
2. ____________________________________ How is that true? _______________________________
3. ____________ and ___________________  in the _____________________  See also Matt. 4:17 
Mark 1:16-20	  Name the first four disciples called.  _________________________________________
v. 21-22  What was distinctive about Jesus' teaching? ________________________________________
v. 23-28  Note that they are still in the synagogue.  How did the man with the unclean spirit (note the 	plural pronoun in v. 24) identify Jesus? ___________________________________________
	What two attributes were now attributed to Jesus?  v. 11 ______________________________
		and  v. 24 _____________________________________________________________

DAY FOUR	Mark 1:29-45		Preaching, healing and casting out demons

One of the tools of Bible study is to note repeated words.  In verses 29 and 30 Mark states "immediately", or your translation may say "straightway".  Look back over Mark 1:1 - 2:12 and count how many times Mark uses this word.  How many? _______________  What would be the implication 
of this repeated word?   ________________________________________________________________
Quick review:  Where are Jesus and the four disciples? v. 21 ___________________________
First stop, the synagogue.  Second stop:  v. 29_______________________________________________
From v. 30, what do we know about Simon (Peter)? __________________________________________
What miracle did Jesus perform here? v. 31 ________________________________________________
As people came to see Jesus, what were they expecting from Him? ______________________________
How did Jesus restrain the demons? ______________________________________________________
	What does James 2:19 tell us? _____________________________________________________
In verses 35-39 Jesus clarifies His primary mission.  What is it? ________________________________
Continuing with verses 40-45, by what two actions did Jesus heal the leper?
	1. _____________________________ and 2. _________________________________________
What instructions were given to the healed man? ____________________________________________
But, to whom was the healed man to give a testimony? _______________________________________
	How was this consistent with Moses' law?  See Lev. 14:1-32  ____________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
Was the healed man obedient? ___________________________________________________________
What resulted from his actions? __________________________________________________________
Yet, what happened? __________________________________________________________________

DAY FIVE		Mark 2:1-12		Faith and Healing

Clear definitions are critical in understanding Scripture.  "Faith" is often misunderstood as belief, which is a cognitive or mental activity.  Salvation is evident in true belief which comes through faith.  However, we know that faith is a gift from God, not something which we generate, Eph. 2:8, Rom. 12:3, that faith is the power which accomplishes God purposes through human actions, Heb. 11, and that those who are saved live by faith, Rom. 1:17.  A page of simple definitions is attached.  Please review.

In these twelve verses in Mark, we are introduced to the connection between faith and healing which is often seen in other healing miracles.  
Where does this take place? ________________   How much time had passed? ____________________
Where is Jesus? ________________________ What is He doing? ______________________________
Yet, what are four men there seeking? ____________________________________________________
What physical condition is Jesus asked to heal? _____________________________________________
How did the men get through the crowd? __________________________________________________
Who had faith? _____________   What condition did Jesus address for healing? ___________________
This caused some spiritual turmoil!  Although the scribes (those who study and interpret the Law) did 	not speak, of what would they accuse Jesus? _________________________________________
	Check the definition page for some clarity.
	How was Jesus aware of their thoughts? _____________________________________________
What two attributes does Jesus identify as divine? ___________________________________________
Why did Jesus heal this man by forgiving his sins instead of some other action?   v. 10
	______________________________________________________________________________

In the gospel of John, 5:31-39, Jesus declared to the Jews seeking to kill Him  that there were many witnesses to His claim to be the Son of God .  From these verses, identify what witnesses confirm Jesus' authority.    v. 33 _________________________     v. 36 ________________________________
	       v. 37 _________________________     v. 39 _______________________________
According to the Law of Moses, how many witnesses were required to establish truth?
	Deut. 17:6 _________________ Num. 35:30 ________________ John 8:17 ________________

Now, back to Mark 2, as a result of Jesus' actions, what two things happened?    v. 12
	To the man:  ___________________________________________________________________
	The reaction of the people? _______________________________________________________
	Specifically note who was glorified (revealed or demonstrated) by this event! _______________
How was Jesus, in this regard, an example for us?  See 1 Cor. 10:31 _____________________________
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