Lesson 12


Gospel of Mark

Class Notes for November 14, 2017








Five Sermons from Acts

Our study through the Gospel of Mark has taken us from the initiation of Jesus' three-year ministry on earth to His crucifixion, resurrection and ascension to the right hand of the throne of God.  We have seen that the entire time Jesus was on task, focused on what was to be accomplished during this very short time.   He declared that He was the promised Messiah and demonstrated His divine nature through power over disease, demons, death and in the forgiveness of sins.  Although Jesus had repeatedly told His disciples of His death and resurrection, they could not understand or believe what they were witnessing.  Before His ascension, Jesus told His disciples to wait in Jerusalem until the Holy Spirit came with power, and He commissioned them as His witnesses to the world.  Acts 1:4-8  Through these men and by the power of the Holy Spirit, the church would be established.
For centuries Pentecost had been celebrated by God's people 50 days after the Feasts of Passover, Unleavened Bread and Firstfruits.  Pentecost was observed by presenting two loaves of leavened bread as a wave offering before the LORD along with animal sacrifices and grain and drink offerings.
Lev. 23:15-21  At the celebration of Pentecost in 30 AD the prophetic significance of Pentecost would be revealed.  The two loaves (both Jews and Gentiles), equally contaminated by sin (leaven), would be presented to God for His blessing.  In this new covenant in Christ, Jews and Gentiles would be one body in one Spirit, with one hope, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all.  Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.    1 Cor. 12:13,  Eph. 2:11-22,   Eph. 4:2-6
The Holy Spirit was evident in power and transformation.  Peter and the eleven (10 apostles and Matthias) were together when the whole house was filled with the sound of wind which came from heaven, tongues of fire rested on each of them, and as they were filled with the Holy Spirit, they began to speak of the mighty deeds of God in many languages which would be understood by Jews who were in Jerusalem from widely scattered cities and countries.  There were two typical reactions to these events:  some were amazed and curious to know what was happening, but some were mocking and saying that these men were only drunk.
As Peter stood along with the others to address the crowd, his transformation by the power of the Holy Spirit became vividly apparent.  Listening to him speak, it is difficult to recall his earlier lack of understanding and reluctance to accept what Jesus had been teaching them.  His first sermon addressed the events they were witnessing as fulfillment of prophecy and the significance of what was happening.

Acts 2:14-41

Peter's explanation to the Jews about Pentecost
Peter was speaking to Jews who had come to Jerusalem as required by the Law to observe one of three annual feasts.  They knew the Law and the Scriptures.  Convincing them of the meaning of what they have been witnessing will be a matter of confirming the fulfillment of prophecy.

Peter begins this sermon by recalling the prophecy of Joel.  Joel 2:28-32  Joel had written that the Spirit  of God would be poured out on all people.  There would be signs:  blood, fire and smoke on the earth; the sun and moon would be darkened.  There will be dreams and visions from God.  Although not many are recorded in the New Testament, these prophecies would come true, too.  Salvation would come to all those who call on the name of the LORD.  Continuing, Peter makes three points:  

Jesus had been confirmed to them by miracles, wonders and signs from God.


Jesus' death and resurrection at the hands of godless men (both Jews and Romans)



 was according to the predetermined plan and foreknowledge of God.


God raised Jesus from death which had no power over Him.

All this, too, had been prophesied centuries ago in their Scriptures by King David.  v. 25-28

David foresaw the resurrection of Jesus.  While David died and was buried (his tomb is evident, so it was not David who was raised), he knew that his descendant would not be abandoned to death but would be raised to rule.   Peter also quoted Psa. 132:11 as proof that David understood that God would keep His oath and that Christ would come.  God raised up Jesus, witnessed by all of them, and is exalted to the right hand of the Father.  It was not David but Jesus who was ascended to heaven.   Having received the promise of the Holy Spirit, Jesus sent all that was seen and heard on this day.  Let all Israel be sure and certain that God has made Jesus both Lord and Christ. It was He that they crucified.  Shame!
Peter's words pierced their hearts, and they asked what they should do.  Peter's response was threefold:


Repent and


be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and


you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.

The indwelling Holy Spirit is confirming evidence of God's sovereign act of salvation.  Rom. 8:9, 16
When there was no evidence of the presence of the Holy Spirit in those who had confessed belief and been baptized, Peter and John went to Samaria, laid hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit.  Acts 8:14-17  God is not deceived by human actions:  Simon the Magician had believed, been baptized and participated in Philip's ministry, but he was not saved as evidenced by Peter in Acts 8:9-13, 18-24.
This promise of salvation in Jesus is not limited 



v. 39

by geography

  
all who are far off

nor by time
 

 you and your children


nor by heritage or gender 
 Jew or Greek, male or female
Gal. 3:28

nor by social status

slave or free   

       but is for as many as the Lord our God will call to Himself      
Peter continued to implore them to repent, and three thousand were saved that day.   

v.  43-47   Those who were saved continued in the apostles' teaching, enjoyed fellowship with one another, observed the Lord's supper, and were devoted to prayer.  They practiced benevolence toward any believer who had need, shared meals, were together with gladness and sincere hearts, and were praising God and finding favor with all the people.  And God continued to add to their number.
Acts 7:1-60

Stephen's testimony to his persecutors
The gospel began to spread and demands for the apostles' teachings were increasing.  In order to devote themselves to prayer and the ministry of the word, the apostles chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, along with six others to serve the congregation's needs.  Stephen is presented as full of grace and power, and he was performing signs and wonders among the people causing opposition from the Jews.  Brought before the Council, Stephen was accused of blasphemy for speaking against the Temple.  He was questioned by the high priest and confronted by false witnesses.  Maintaining an angelic countenance, Stephen presented a Scriptural argument that the Temple is not necessary for worshiping the true God.

v. 1-8
Abraham did not worship God in the Temple.  God called him into Canaan, promised him that 
his seed would possess the land, and gave him the seal of circumcision and Isaac as heir of the 
covenant.

v. 9-16  Joseph was protected by God when a prisoner in Egypt and was always with him.  It was God 
who promoted Joseph to prime minister over Egypt and gave him favor with Pharaoh.
v. 17-38  During Moses' first 40 years he was protected by God as an infant and placed in Pharaoh's 
household, educated, and was powerful in words and deeds.  After an act to protect one of the 
sons of Israel, Moses fled to the dessert where God prepared him during his next 40 years for the 
tasks ahead.   God sent Moses to lead His people out of slavery in Egypt and empowered him to 
shepherd the people in the dessert for 40 years.
v. 39-50  Israel was not faithful to God even when possessing the Tabernacle and the two Temples.


They worshiped idols and rebelled against God in the wilderness.   v. 39-45


Although Solomon built a glorious Temple for worshiping God (rebuilt by Zerubbabel), through 
Isaiah God clearly revealed that He is not confined to the Temple but is enthroned in the heavens 
with earth as His footstool.      v. 46-50

v. 51-53   Stephen condemned them with three undeniable indictments.


They are heathens at heart and deaf to the truth.


They betrayed and murdered their own Messiah.


They are deliberately disobeying God's laws.


v. 54-60  The outcome.

Stephen was condemned by the Sanhedrin and dragged out of the city to be stoned, a mob action.


This event was witnessed by Saul (later the Apostle Paul), who was likely the official witness 


sent by the Sanhedrin.


Stephen saw the glory of God and Jesus standing at God's right hand.


Stephen prayed for himself:  Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.



              for his persecutors:  Don't charge them with this sin.


And Stephen died the first Christian martyr with thousands and thousands to follow.
Acts 10:34-48

Peter's sermon to the Gentiles
Peter had a strong reluctance to recognize Gentiles as worthy of the gospel, and this issue continued during the early years of the church.  Through a Roman centurion from Caesarea and visions from God, Peter came to realize that in Jesus is salvation for both Jews and Gentiles.  Peter's sermon to the mixed crowd in Caesarea is found in these verses.

v. 34-36  The message of the gospel


Peter proclaimed that God does not show partiality.  Deut. 10:17, 2 Chron. 19:7, Rom. 2:11, 3:9

The good news of the gospel is one of peace through Jesus Christ who is Lord of all.

v. 37-43   The Messiah of the gospel


Anointed by God with the Holy Spirit


Empowered to do good, heal and cast out demons


Put to death on the cross, raised by God on the third day, and appeared to many


Gave orders to preach to the people and testify that He is judge of the living and the dead


Fulfilled prophecy and brought forgiveness of sins to all who believe in Him.

v. 44-48    The Jews were amazed that the Gentiles were experiencing the Holy Spirit's power.  Peter 
proclaimed that all who believed and received the Holy Spirit were to be baptized with water.
Acts 17:18-34

Paul's sermon to the Gentiles on Mars Hill in Athens
The message to the Jews was that Jesus fulfilled prophecy and is their promised Messiah.  However, Gentiles were generally ignorant of the Scriptures but were more knowledgeable of philosophers and the worship practices to a panorama of idols and false gods.  Athens was a notable learning center where people would gather in public places to discuss and debate the latest philosophical ideas and were fascinated by anything new.  They were eager to listen to new ideas, but Paul would be challenged to convince them of the exclusive claims of Jesus.  This is the gospel for those who do not know their Bible, and it is useful for all of us as we witness today to people who are so uninformed.

v. 18-21    Paul was preaching in the synagogue with Jews and Gentile converts to Judaism and in public 
places among the idolaters and intellectuals.   In the  crowd were Epicureans and Stoics.



Epicurean philosophy valued true pleasure and not absolute truth to attain happiness, 



relying on experience and not reason, leading to materialism and hedonism.


Stoicism was the opposite school of thought, stressing morality and sacrifice with 




indifference to either pleasure or pain.



Each philosophy had founders and many followers during the early church period.

v. 22-23  Paul introduced the gospel by pointing out that although they were very religious they


worship an unknown god in ignorance.  So, Paul began with not only a revelation but an insult!

v. 24-31  Here is the gospel for those who do not know Scripture:


- God created all things.


- God needs nothing but gives life and breath.


- Their own poet has acknowledged that people are the creation of God.


- All mankind descended from the one man created by God.


- God determines when they are born and where they live.


- Mankind was created to seek the God who created them.


- It is in God that mankind lives, moves and has being  (their philosophical definition of life)


- Being the creation of God, we are like Him 




in contrast to the lifeless idols of gold, silver or stone.


- Now everyone should seek God and repent of their unbelief.


- Proof of these truths is in Jesus Christ who was raised from the dead.


- A day of judgment is coming.

v. 32-34  Proclamation of the resurrection of Jesus brought three responses:

Some mocked, some delayed, and some believed.       



 . . . which reminds us of the parable of the seed. Matt. 13:3-9, 18-23

Acts 20:17-38

Paul's sermon to the church elders at Ephesus

So far we have looked at the presentation of the gospel to unbelievers and seen various reactions.  Paul spent considerable time (three years) with the church at Ephesus and was highly regarded and loved by the elders there.  Paul sent from Miletus for the elders of Ephesus to join him there before he returned to Jerusalem.

v. 18- 21  Paul recalled his ministry among them.  He had served the Lord with humility, tears and 
through trials and plots of the Jews.  Paul did not shrink from publicly proclaiming truth and the 
need for repentance and faith in Jesus.
v. 22-27  Paul told them what lay ahead for him:  The Holy Spirit is taking him to Jerusalem and testifies 
that bonds and affliction wait for him, and they will no longer see him.  Yet, Paul does not fear 
for his life but will finish the tasks given him by Jesus to solemnly testify of the gospel and the 
grace of God.  Paul is confident of his faithfulness to preach the gospel and the whole purpose of 
God.

v. 28-32      Paul warned of dangers ahead for them.


The Holy Spirit made them shepherds of the church which Jesus purchased with His own blood.


 They are to be on guard against savage wolves who will come in and not spare the flock.



Some will arise from among themselves speaking perverse things and 








     drawing away disciples.


They are to be alert and remember Paul's example.



Night and day he did not cease to admonish each one with tears.


The word of God's grace will strengthen, sanctify, and 






provide the inheritance promised in Christ.

v. 33-35      Paul continued to cite himself as an example of godly leadership:


He did not seek monetary reward from them.


He provided for himself and others with his own hands.


He demonstrated that by hard work they would help the weak.


Remember that Jesus taught that it is more blessed to give than receive.

v. 36-38    Paul's meeting with them concluded with prayer, weeping, hugs and kisses as the elders 
grieved at what lay ahead for Paul and his absence from them.  They went with him to his 
ship as he departed for Jerusalem.

_________________________________________________________________

As we complete our study of the Gospel of Mark there are some observations which are important for each one of us.

The gospel is the power of God for salvation.




Rom. 1:16

Followers of Jesus are commanded to live in testimony to the gospel.

Mark 8:34-35

Followers of Jesus are commanded to witness to the truth of the gospel.

Mark 16:16
The gospel is the truth about Jesus, and few of us can easily give a succinct presentation even though the gospel can be found throughout Scripture.  Just as we should be ready to give an account of the hope that is in us,  1 Pet. 3:15,   we should be ready to present the essential points of the good news about Jesus.  The following Scriptures do just that.


Gen. 3:15

John 1:1-18

Phil. 2:5-11

1 Cor. 15:3-4


Gal. 1:3-4

Eph. 2:4-10

Col. 1:15-22




Heb. 1:1-3, 2:9, 14-17



Acts 10:38-43; 13:23-39; 17:24-31


Rom. 1:1-5; 4;21-26; 5:1-11


1 John 4:9-10


       and many more.

The gospel requires a response:  to believe, to love God and others, to repent, to obey, to witness. . . .
Rejecting the gospel has both immediate and eternal dire consequences.

God saves us by faith and gives us His Spirit and faith, His enabling power, to overcome and endure.

Let us examine ourselves and dedicate each day to being transformed by the renewing of our minds and an increasing commitment to Jesus who loves us and saves us for His glory.

It is a great privilege for me to study God's word with you.  Thank you for your faithfulness, encouragement and prayers.  May God bless you with every spiritual blessing in Christ.    
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