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To conclude our study of the Gospel of Mark, we will go to the Book of Acts and observe the transforming effect of Pentecost and how the apostles followed Jesus' commands to preach the gospel.  Acts contains some 14 major sermons presenting the gospel, and the response is often also recorded.  This week we will look at five of them to see how God was working through the preaching of the gospel to bring about Jesus' kingdom on earth.

DAY ONE		Acts 2:14-41		Peter's explanation of Pentecost
Pentecost was a powerful and startling event which caused amazement and perplexity.  Some were curious and others were mocking the disciples.  Peter took leadership with the other apostles to speak.
v. 14-21    What listeners were specifically addressed? _______________________________________
	What accusation was refuted? see v. 13 _____________________________________________
	What time of day did this occur?  ________________________  which was ______ o'clock a.m.
	According to verse 17, when did the "last days" begin? _________________________________
	What prophet does Peter quote? ___________
	According to these verses, what caused the events they have witnessed? ____________________
	The Holy Spirit will cause many people to ___________________________________________.
		Note:  Prophesy has two meanings:  to tell the future    or    to speak forth God's word.
	Visions and dreams were rare in the NT.  Summarize the visions recorded in these verses:
		Acts 9:10-16 _____________________________________________________________
		Acts 10:1-8 ______________________________________________________________
		Acts 10:9-16 _____________________________________________________________
		Acts 11:1-12 _____________________________________________________________
		Acts 18:1, 9-11 ___________________________________________________________
	Acts 2:19-21   What celestial events will occur? ______________________________________
	What is the salvation message? ____________________________________________________
		See Rom. 10:12-13 and Gal. 3:28
v. 22-36  What had they witnessed? ______________________________________________________
	Who had caused these things to occur? ______________________________________________
	Although they had crucified Jesus, it was all according to the_________________________ and
		_______________________ of God.  How are the men described? __________________
	Who raised Jesus from the dead? ______ What was ended? ______________________________
	How had King David prophesied of this event?  v. 30-31________________________________
	______________________________________________________________________________
	Where is Jesus at this time? _______________________________________________________
	What they saw and heard was evidence of the presence of the ____________________________
	What two titles were conveyed by God on Jesus? v. 36______________ and ________________
v. 37-41  How did Peter's sermon affect them? ______________________________________________
	What were Peter's instructions to them? _____________________________________________
	What is the promise for all who repent? _____________________________________________
	How is this promise described in terms of time? _______________________________________
		in terms of geography? _____________________________________________________
	How are those who are saved distinguished? v. 38_____________________________________
	How many did God save that day? _________________________________________________
DAY TWO		Acts 7:2-60		Stephen's testimony to the crowd that stoned him
Stephen was a disciple, full of grace and power and performing great wonders and signs, spoke with wisdom and the Spirit.  Being accused of blasphemy, the Council condemned him to be publicly stoned.  Taking that opportunity to present the gospel, Stephen recounted their own history to prove the truth about Jesus.  There were specific events recalled.
v. 2-8  Beginning with God's promises to _____________________, Stephen traced God's covenant 	through (v. 8) ____________ and ________________ to _________________.
v. 9-16  What events are described in these verses? _________________________________________
v. 17-29  Whose early biography is recorded here? v 20_______________________________________
v. 30-34  How was Moses commissioned for service to God? _________________________________
v. 35-38  How is Moses characterized in these verses? ________________________________________
v. 39-45  Then Stephen recalls the history of their rebellion against God. 
	How did they rebel during the exodus?  v. 39-45 ______________________________________
v. 46-50  What did they need to understand about the Temple? _________________________________
v. 51-53  What three indictments does Stephen utter against those condemning him?
	v. 51 _________________________________________________________________________
	v. 52 _________________________________________________________________________
	v. 53 _________________________________________________________________________
v. 54-60  How did the Council and the people react to Stephen's message?  _______________________
	______________________________________________________________________________

DAY THREE	Acts10:34-48		Peter's sermon to the Gentiles
Cornelius, a Roman centurion at Caesarea, was a devout man who feared God, gave alms to the Jewish people and prayed continually.  He  sent for Peter to preach there.  Peter had resisted association with the Gentiles, but in a vision God had convicted Peter who now knew that what God had cleansed was to no longer be considered unholy.  When Peter arrived in Caesarea, it was obvious that Peter had already gained a significant reputation as a man of God.  How did Peter explain his association with Gentiles?
v. 28-33 ____________________________________________________________________________
	What question did Peter ask? v. 29__________________________________________________
	In response, Cornelius recalled the events preceding his request to Peter.  So Peter was ready.
v. 34-36  What conclusion had Peter reached? ______________________________________________
v. 43	What evidence is there that this conclusion is true? ____________________________________
v. 37-42  In these verses, Peter presents the gospel.  Identify at least four crucial points given here.
	1. ___________________________________ 2. ______________________________________
	3. ___________________________________ 4. ______________________________________
v. 44-48  What happened first? __________________________________________________________
	What two types of people are identified? ____________________ and ____________________
	How were they responding to the presence of the Holy Spirit? ___________________________
		What were they saying? ____________________________________________________
	For further understanding, see 1 Cor. 14:1-19.
	With this evidence, what did Peter instruct? __________________________________________
	Some say that there are two baptisms:  with the Holy Spirit and with water.
	What is learned from Acts 8:9-17 __________________________________________________
			           Rom. 8:9 ____________________________________________________



DAY FOUR	Acts 17:22-34		Paul's sermon to Gentiles on Mars Hill in Athens
Paul preached this sermon in Athens, Greece.  The people who heard him were pagan worshippers who had no familiarity with the Jewish Scriptures.  This is the gospel for people who have little or no knowledge of the Bible, and is a model for how we also might witness to unbelievers.
v. 22-23  What did Paul observe about them?  That they were very ____________________________
	That they worshiped in ______________________ a god whom they did not ______________ 
v. 24-25  The one true God, however, is __________________ and ______________of  the world.
	He does not live in ____________________ made by humans.
	He needs _______________________, but He gives ___________, ___________ and all things.
v. 26-27  What sovereign quality of God is noted here? ______________________________________
	What is expected of all people? ___________________________________________________
	Is God accessible? ____________    Why? __________________________________________
v. 28-29  How is life defined here?  In Him, we _______ and ________ and ____________________
	This reference to humanity as children or offspring of God refers, not to their salvation, but
		to their _______________________.  Note context the preceding verses.  
	Idols' offspring would be like the idols, merely _________, _________ or _______________;
		like some human work of __________________.
v. 30-31  Now the punch line!  Therefore . . . .
	How is God's mercy shown? ____________________________________________________
	God's revelation of Himself requires ______________________________________________
	What should motivate this action in people? ________________________________________
	What is proof of this requirement? ________________________________________________
v. 32-34  What two reactions are seen here?  Some began to ______________________
	Others expressed a willingness to _____________________________________
	How would you describe the responses in v. 34? ______________________________________

DAY FIVE		Acts 20:17-38		Paul's sermon to the church elders at Ephesus
As Paul was leaving town, he took time to preach to the elders of the church, believers.  The focus here is not on salvation but on how to serve God faithfully.  
v. 17-21  From these verses, how did Paul describe his own ministry?
	v. 19 _______________________________________________________________________
	v. 20 _______________________________________________________________________
	v. 21 _______________________________________________________________________
v. 22-24  Summarize what Paul foresaw in his own future ministry.
	___________________________________________________________________________
v. 25-27  How did Paul want to be remembered by them?
	___________________________________________________________________________
v. 28-31    Paul addresses their responsibilities as elders (overseers) in the church.  
	Note the Trinity reference in v. 28.
		They were made elders by the _________________________
		To serve as _________________ of the flock -- a reference to ________________
		over the church of __________________.
	What is the threat? _____________________________________________________________
	Where do they come from? ______________________________________________________
	What is their goal? _____________________________________________________________
	In v. 31 Paul cites his own example. 
		How constant were his admonitions to them? _______________________
		For how long? ________________________________________________
v. 32  They have been told to be on guard and on the alert.  How will they be faithful to their
	responsibilities?  By the _______________ of God, they are ________________________
	for a reward:  _________________________________________
v. 33-36  How did Paul describe how he had ministered asking nothing in return?
	__________________________________________________________________________
	How was this instruction to the elders completed? __________________________________
v. 37-38  What caused the elders to grieve? _____________________________________________	How long had he been with them?  v. 31 _________________________________________
How would elders in the church today be faithful to the instructions given by Paul?
	___________________________________________________________________________
	___________________________________________________________________________

	

As we have studied the Gospel of Mark, we have followed Jesus' three-year ministry on earth, learned how He glorified  (revealed and demonstrated) God through His teachings, example and miracles, 
how He patiently taught His disciples and encouraged them, how He foretold His sacrifice, how with great humility and resolve He submitted to ridicule, physical abuse, and death.  This is our Savior who took God's wrath for the sins of His people and who defeated the power of Satan and death and was resurrected to reign forever over His kingdom.  How every blessed we are to be in Christ, saved from the wrath of God and empowered to serve and glorify Him.  
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