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In our last lesson we focused on the progression of events during the 24 hours before Jesus' death.  While we did not include many details recorded in Scripture, by following the Jewish understanding of days beginning and ending with sunset, we were able to ascertain that Jesus was crucified and buried before the beginning of Passover at sunset on Thursday of Passion Week.  As Israel observed Passover commemorating their delivery from slavery in Egypt, Jesus completed the sacrifice which would deliver His people from slavery to sin.  Yet, Jesus' followers mourned.  Expectations that Jesus would reestablish the nation of Israel from Roman rule had not happened.  Jesus' disciples feared that they too would face arrest and possibly death.  

The Sanhedrin (Jewish leaders) knew that Jesus had promised His resurrection, and they approached Pilate asking that Roman soldiers guard Jesus' tomb to keep His body from being stolen and to confirm that Jesus' body remained there.  Pilate instructed them to send their own guards (perhaps the ones who had participated in Jesus' arrest), and they did.  Matt 27:62-66   After Jesus' resurrection, these guards reported back to the Sanhedrin.  Matt. 28:11

The disciples had refused to accept what Jesus had taught them about His death and resurrection.  They did not understand that He would rise from the dead.  Yet, the confirming sign that Jesus was the promised Messiah, three days and three nights, would be met.  

Mark 16:1-11		The empty tomb

Jewish burial practices involved placing the body in a cave on hewn out shelves.  The body was wrapped or covered with cloth, and spices were applied because visitors to the grave would not want to experience the odor of a decaying body.  As time passed and only the bones remained, they were often gathered in put in small boxes.  While Nicodemus had buried Jesus with myrrh and aloes  John 19:39,
no one had visited the grave during the observance of Passover and Unleavened Bread.  Early on Sunday morning (while it was still dark, John 20:1) Mary Magdalene, Mary (the mother of James the Less and Joses), and Salome (the mother of James and John and wife of Zebedee) brought spices to anoint Jesus' body.  They knew about the huge stone sealing the cave, and they were concerned about how to gain access.  Matthew records how the stone had been moved:  a severe earthquake occurred and an angel rolled away the stone and sat on it!  Matt. 28:2    Mark describes the angel as a young man wearing a white robe.  He spoke with the women announcing that Jesus had risen, and told them to go tell His disciples and Peter, confirming that Jesus had said He would meet them in Galilee.  The specific reference to Peter may have been reassurance because of his previous denial of Jesus or because Peter was in a different place.  The women looked into the tomb and saw the linen wrappings lying there since Jesus was gone.  John 20:7  Yet, as the women went to tell the disciples, they were afraid and said nothing to anyone.

When Mary Magdalene reported to Peter and the disciples about this encounter, Peter and John ran to the tomb to see for themselves.  They did not understand nor believe that Jesus must first rise from the dead.  However, John saw the empty tomb and believed.   John 20:9

Next, Mary Magdalene encountered two angles in the tomb.  Her weeping was due to her not knowing what had happened to Jesus' body.  As she was speaking, a man's voice asked why she was weeping and who was she seeking.  When He called her name, she recognized Jesus.  Not wanting Him to leave, she clung to Him.  He assured her that He was not leaving immediately but she was to tell the disciples that He would be going to the Father.  John 20:17  Although the disciples had been instructed to go to Galilee, their lack of understanding made them slow to leave Galilee and they would go only after Jesus repeatedly appeared to them in Jerusalem.  Luke 24:13-32,  John 20:19-31

Mark 16:12-13		On the road to Damascus		Also Luke 24;13-36

In these two verses Mark briefly reports on Jesus' encounter with two of His disciples as they were leaving Jerusalem headed for Damascus.  Two primary points are noted:  Jesus appeared to them in a different and unrecognized form to be revealed later, and their report back to the others was not believed.

Luke gives much more detail.  One of the disciples was named Cleopas.  It was Sunday.  The seven-mile trip would have given them time to discuss the events of the preceding days.  As Jesus joined them and inquired about their discussion, they were prevented from recognizing Him.  Their response to Jesus' question about what had happened is worth examination.  Luke 24:19-20
        Jesus the Nazarene					not the Messiah or the Christ or Son of God
        a prophet mighty in deed and word			acknowledging His teachings and miracles
	           mighty in the sight of God and the people	not acknowledging their own relationship
       Jesus' death was caused by the Jewish leaders		no mention of the Romans
They were unaware that Jesus had appeared to Mary Magdalene and perhaps had only heard rumors of His resurrection.  Jesus' response was to confirm for them from Moses and the prophets the fulfillment of Scripture in the events they had witnessed.  As evening came they shared a meal, and as Jesus blessed their food their eyes were opened and they recognized Him.  The two disciples immediately returned to Jerusalem to report their experience, but they were not believed.  Then Jesus appeared to those who were gathered there.  

Summary.  Sequence of events on Resurrection Sunday

	Three women start for the tomb				Luke 23:55-24:1
	They find the stone rolled away				Luke 24:2-9
	Mary Magdalene leaves to tell the disciples			John 20:1-2
	Mary, the mother of James, sees the angels			Matt. 28:1-2
	Peter and John arrive and look into the tomb			John 20:3-10
	Mary Magdalene returns, sees angels, then Jesus		John 20:11-18
	Mary, mother of James, returns with other women		Luke 24:1-4
	These women see the angels					Luke 24:5; Mark 16:5
	The angel tells them Jesus is risen				Matt. 28:6-8
	As they depart, they are met by Jesus				Matt. 28:9-10
	To Peter, later the same day					Luke 24:34; 1 Cor. 15:5
	To the two disciples on the road to Emmaus			Luke 24:13-31
	To the apostles (Thomas absent)				Luke 24:36-45; John 20:19-24

1 Corinthians 15		The importance and significance of Jesus' resurrection.
Resurrection		Strong's Greek Number   386  	anastasis       42x
	standing up again, resurrection from death, and stresses the final state of the one raised.
	Defined in Rom. 6:9:  Christ, having been raised from the dead, is never to die again; 
				death no longer is master over Him.
	Others have been brought back to life in both the OT and NT, but they died again, i.e. Lazarus.
	This return to life is not a resurrection but a temporary revitalization or resuscitation.  
v. 1-11	  Paul presents the truth of the gospel and confirming testimony of those who encountered Jesus 	after His resurrection, including Paul himself.
v. 12-19  Yet, there are those who denied that anyone could be resurrected.  Notably among them are
	the Sadducees  Acts 23:8  and others who accused Paul of babbling and teaching strange deities
	Acts 17:1,  and others who mocked this truth  Acts 17:32.
      Paul's rebuttal is logical:  If there is no resurrection, then Christ has not been raised.
	The consequences are obvious:  If Jesus is not resurrected . . . 
		preaching the gospel is useless
		the apostles are false witnesses of God's power in raising Jesus
			which could not have happened if there is no resurrection at all
		the hope for eternal life for believers rests squarely on the resurrection of Jesus
			therefore, if Jesus is not resurrected
			     our faith is worthless	and even worse . . .
			     we are still in our sins	there is no salvation and we remain condemned.
			also, those who have died in Christ have perished
	In conclusion, Paul summarizes the value of the resurrection:
		Being a Christian is about more than this mortal life.
		If there is no eternal life (resurrection) we are of all people to be most pitied.
			Pitied for being deceived, for hoping where there is no hope, for useless worship,
			for unnecessary sacrifice or even martyrdom, for bringing false hope to others,
			and we abide under the wrath of God.  John 3:36
v. 20-28   These verses refer to Jesus' return and the resurrection and establishment of the eternal 	kingdom in its fullness.  
v. 29-32   Here Paul highlights other considerations with some rhetorical questions.  If there is no 	resurrection, why keep on preaching the gospel and saving more people?  As believers died off 	with no hope of eternal life, what would be the purpose of continuing?  Why would he risk his 	own life and that of others?  Why would he sacrifice every day?  Why would he endure vicious 	opposition when he could live in comfort and pleasure?  
v. 33-34   An admonition to believers:  Beware of keeping company with those who deny the 	resurrection and the gospel, for bad company corrupts good morals.  Do not live like unbelievers, 	but be dedicated, sincere. Do not sin like those who have no knowledge of God.  Shame on you.
v. 35-49   Paul describes the physical attributes of a resurrected body.  In 1 Thess. 5:23, Paul points out 	the completeness of the resurrection:  spirit, soul and body preserved complete.   And John 
	reassures us that we will be like Jesus. 1 John 3:2
v. 50-57   In these verses Paul addresses what happens when Jesus returns with words like imperishable, 	immortality, victory.
v. 58    In conclusion, because of the resurrection of Jesus, this life has eternal value.  So, be steadfast in 	faith, immovable in hope, abounding in your ministry for Christ, assured that your labor is not in 	vain
Mark 16:14-20	Final instructions and departure

v. 14-18    In these verses Jesus is meeting with His remaining eleven disciples.  They had not believed the two disciples who had reported about seeing Him on the road to Damascus.  Jesus confronted them about their unbelief attributing it to their hardness of heart.  Yet, Jesus knew what lay ahead for them, and they were to wait in Jerusalem for baptism by the Holy Spirit.  Acts 1:4

Their designation as apostles came with this commissioning.  While a disciple is a student or follower, an apostle is an officer in the church as one who is sent by, with the authority of, and with a message from the One who sends him.   Jesus chose each one of His apostles; first the eleven who are commissioned here, and later Paul  Acts 9:15-16.  Jesus has not appointed any other apostles.  Earlier, apostolic authority had been given to Judas Iscariot  Mark 6:7, Luke 9:1, and possibly Luke 10:1 with the 70,  but, of course, he had died.  Contrary to Peter's idea   Acts 1:15-26,  Jesus' apostles were chosen and appointed by Him, not elected.  Paul was chosen and commissioned by Jesus as the 12th apostle.  Acts 9:15-16  These men would have governing authority as the church is established, John 20:22-23 and this time period is known as the Apostolic Age, ending with the death of the last Apostle John around 90 AD.  This commissioning ceremony is also recorded in Matt. 28:16-20 and Acts 1:7-8.

They are to preach the gospel everywhere.  Some people will believe and be saved, while others will not believe and be condemned.  John 3:36  Miracles will confirm their message.  They will have power over demons, they will speak in many languages, serpents will not harm them  Acts 28:3-6,  they will be unharmed by poison, and they will heal the sick.  For example  Acts 8:5-8;  9:40-42; 12:6-11;  14:8-13   While they  bring the good news to the world, they will be empowered and protected by God because there will be strong opposition from both unbelievers and demons.  

v. 19-20  At this point, Jesus' work during His incarnation is finished.  He has lived with His disciples, taught them, cast out demons, healed the sick and infirm, fed multitudes and performed other miracles, confronted the Pharisees and religious leaders, endured unjust accusations and trials, submitted to crucifixion on the cross, and was resurrected to appear to scores of witnesses.  His apostles have been commissioned for their work in preaching the gospel, establishing the churches, and teaching the truths given by Jesus.

Jesus left this earth in a cloud of glory with a final promise to return.  The apostles followed Jesus' commands.  Peter, as first among equals, provided leadership as given to him by Jesus.  John 21:15-17   And the apostles reported back about all that Jesus was doing through the gospel message of salvation which is sacred, imperishable, and eternal.
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