Lesson 9

Joshua, Chapters 7-8

Homework for March 20, 2018









The lesson at Ai
As we completed our study last week, Israel was celebrating and confident of their future having miraculously crossed the Jordan River and overwhelmed Jericho.  The LORD's power, provision and protection had been dramatically demonstrated.  The battle for Jericho had been followed exactly according to God's instructions, and victory had made Joshua famous throughout the land.       But . . .

DAY ONE


Joshua 7:1-9


Defeated at Ai
Let's review Joshua 6:17-19.

The LORD had commanded that Jericho and all that was in it belonged to _______________________ 


with only one exception: _________________________ because of an earlier ______________

The metal objects were to be ______________________ and everything else was to be _____________

Disobedience would cause _____________________________________________________________

In Chapter 7, what had the sons of Israel done? ____________________________________________


Specifically, _______________ had taken ___________________________________________

How did the LORD feel about that? ______________________________________________________

One man's sin had affected the entire ___________________________________ 
But the consequences of their sin are not evident yet.      The sin was still secret.

v. 2-5
Coming off a fantastic victory, what would be their next target? __________________________


What did Joshua do to prepare for this encounter? _____________________________________


What was the assessment of the enemy? _____________________________________________

How large an army did Joshua send? ________________________________________________


How many of Israel died at the gate? ________ How did Israel react? _____________________


As a result, what was the morale of Israel's army? _____________________________________

v. 6-9   Joshua and the elders must have been shocked!  


How did they react?  ____________________________________________________________


Joshua's plea to the LORD showed how quickly he had been discouraged.


He thought that perhaps they should not have ______________________________



but remained __________________________________________________


Joshua assessed his army as ___________________ for "turning their backs to the enemy."


What effect would this have on their reputation in the land? _____________________________


What did Joshua ask the LORD? __________________________________________________

One battle brought a total reversal of fortunes!  Now would be a good time for Joshua and the people to remember the admonition to be strong and courageous!

DAY TWO


Joshua 7:10-15

Israel has sinned
Telling Joshua to get on his feet, the LORD identified their problem:  Israel ______________________


In three ways:  1.  they had transgressed _________________________


2.  they had ______________________________  and 3.  they had _______________________

Not observing the ban brought a curse.  Joshua 6:18        How is that described in v. 12?


First ______________________________ and also ___________________________________
What would remove the curse? __________________________________________________________

How was Joshua to proceed?  First, the people were to v. 13 ___________________________________


Then Joshua would inform the people of their situation.  The people were to assemble according


to _____________, ________________ and ________________ and then ______ by _______.


Who will identify the offender before the entire nation? ________________________________

What is the punishment for this man's sin? _________________________________________________

How is his sin described?  Transgressed ______________ and committed a _______________ thing.
Some things we should observe here:  The one who had sinned had hidden his sin, not taken responsibility for the defeat of the nation, not confessed and repented, and had included his family as coconspirators in the cover-up.  He had lied to the nation and to God.  Now judgment has been rendered, and all who were involved in this sin are accountable.    Note what happened in similar occurrences:


Num. 16:3, 25-34 _______________________________________________________________


Esther 9:13-14 _________________________________________________________________


Daniel 6:24 ____________________________________________________________________
These verses show the consequences of sin, not necessarily the accountability for sin.  

See  

Ex. 20:4-6;    Deut. 24:16;    Jer. 31;30;    Ezek. 18:30

Also see  
Matt. 16:27;    2 Cor. 1:14-15;    2 Tim. 4:14;    Rev. 2:18-23, 20:13
DAY THREE

Joshua 7:16-26

The responsibility of Achan
Joshua followed the LORD's instructions.  When the tribe of _____________ was brought near, the offender was identified as a member of the ___________ of  Zerahites, then the _________________

of Zabdi, and then the man _______________.  Confronting the man responsible, Joshua told him that his confession would give ____________ and ____________ to the God of Israel.  

Achan's confession identified four stages of his sin:


First, he _______  three desirable things:  ___________________, ____________and ________


Then he ___________________ them, resulting in his _________________ them.

Next, he ______________________ them.

This progression of sin is noteworthy and revealed in other places in Scripture.   Identify this process in

Gen. 3:6    __________________________________________________________________________

Gen. 6:2   ___________________________________________________________________________

2 Sam. 11:2-4 _______________________________________________________________________

How is sin described in 1 John 2:16?  ________________________________________,


________________________________ and _________________________________________

Joshua 7:22-26  What did Joshua do to verify Achan's confession? ______________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

If Achan's booty was "poured out before the LORD", where would this have occurred? _____________

What was done with Achan's booty? ______________________________________________________

his family?_________________________ his possessions? _____________________________

What was the LORD's reaction? _________________________________________________________

What memorial was made there? _________________________________________________________

What is the place called? _________________ which means ___________________
DAY FOUR

Joshua 8:1-29


Defeating Ai


The curse was removed, the LORD was again with the sons of Israel, and Joshua received new instructions.  Their next conquest would be _____________.  How is their victory described?. . . .  The LORD would ____________ them the king, his ___________, his ___________ and his __________.

What are their battle orders:  They are to _________________________ as they had Jericho, but
they could keep the _______________  and  _________________ for themselves.

The battle plan would divide the army with part of it set for an _________________ behind the city.

How many men were assigned to this "Platoon"? _________When did they take up position? ________

When Joshua approached the city with the rest of the army, what is the plan?   They will ____________


in order to _____________________________.  

During the first battle against Ai, what had happened when Israel's army had retreated?  See Josh. 7:4-5


_____________________________________________________________________________

As Ai's army left the city undefended, what is the Platoon to do? v. 7____________________________


How do they know they can succeed? _______________________________________________

How is the city to be treated? ____________________________________________________________

As the Platoon got into position, where did Joshua stay the night? _____________________________

Verses 10-23 describe the battle for Ai.  Beginning early in the morning Joshua set up his troops around the city, and they camped overnight.  How did the king of Ai react when he saw he was approached on the west side? __________________________________________________________
What had he not seen? _______________________________________________________________

According to plan, as Joshua and the sons of Israel retreated, what happened?


_____________________________________________________________________________

What was the signal for the Platoon to engage? _____________________________________________

When the Platoon entered the city, what did they do quickly? __________________________________

When the smoke from the city rose, what did Joshua's troops do? _______________________________

What happened to Ai's people? ___________________________________ How many? ____________
What might have motivated Israel to carefully follow the LORD's instructions concerning spoil from the 
city?   ________________________________________________________________________

The fate of the king of Ai is described in much detail.  How was he killed? v. 29___________________


What "memorial" was erected? ____________________________________________________

DAY FIVE


Joshua 8:30-35

Worship and the Word
Where are the sons of Israel following the victory at Ai? ______________________________________
What were Moses' instructions about this place from  Deut. 27:2-8?  ____________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

Next a worship service is described:

What materials were used for the altar? ___________________________________________________


What was displayed on the stones? _________________________________________________

Remember they had the Tabernacle and furnishings for worship services.  

Burnt offerings and peace offerings were made.  Read and briefly summarize burnt offerings from


Lev. 1:1-17 ___________________________________________________________________


peace offerings from  Lev. 3:1-17 __________________________________________________



_______________________________________________________________________
Who is listed as being in attendance? v. 33_________________________________________________
The people were divided into two groups.  Half on _______________ and half on __________________

What would occur now?  See Deut. 11:29, 27:1 - 28:6  _______________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

What was the concluding part of this service? _______________________________________________

Our church services last an hour or so, and some services can go longer.  How long do you think this 
worship service might have lasted!  
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