Lesson 6

Joshua, Chapter 2

Class Notes for February 27, 2018









Spying out the Land

In our last lesson Joshua was preparing the people to follow him into Canaan as the LORD was giving them the land to possess which had been promised through Abraham 600 years earlier.  The tribes of Reuben, Gad and half of Manasseh had been given land east of the Jordan River by Moses with the agreement that they would send their soldiers to fight alongside the other tribes as the land west of the Jordan River was conquered.  Joshua reminded them of this obligation, and they agreed to go wherever Joshua sent them and to do whatever he commanded.  Rebellion would result in a death penalty.  Officers from each tribe would go among the people to gather provisions as they prepared to invade.  Joshua commands an army in excess of 600,000 men who, along with all the children of Israel, are camped on the east side of the Jordan River.  Best estimates put the population around six million.

Joshua 2:1-7

Refuge at Rahab's house
About one year after leaving Egypt, the children of Israel had been prepared by the LORD to enter and possess the land.  They had Moses to lead them, the priesthood and worship instructions, the tabernacle, the Law, and an army.  At the LORD's command Moses sent two spies from each tribe with specific instructions to view the land in the Negev and hill country, to assess the strength of the people and their fortified cities.   But the people would not go when spies came back with a report of significant resistance (giants!) even though the LORD had promised victory and His presence.  Numbers 13    While the LORD had told Moses to send spies into Canaan, no such direction is recorded for Joshua, but it seems like prudent action for an army general.  They are expecting resistance, not knowing the miraculous victory which is ahead for them. 
After 40 years in the wilderness, once again they are poised to enter Canaan.  From Abel-shittim on the plains of Moab opposite Jericho, Joshua sent two spies into Canaan to report on the land ahead and especially Jericho.  As this chapter begins, the spies were inside the city of Jericho and had sought lodging at the house of Rahab.  Rahab is identified as a harlot, and men entering her house would not have attracted attention.  However, the king of Jericho had been told very specific information about these spies:  that they were from the sons of Israel, that they were spying out the land, and that they were at Rahab's house.  The king sent his men to demand that Rahab turn over the spies.  Rahab must have understood that the spies were in danger, and she had already taken them to the roof and hidden them under flax stalks.  Flax is a common plant that when dried, conveniently on a sunny roof, the bark can be separated, twisted, bleached and woven into linen.  It would not be unusual to find stacks of flax on a rooftop.
When questioned, Rahab lied to the king's men.  She admitted to having seen the two men but denied knowing where they came from and said that, because it getting dark and the city gates would be shut, the men had left.  She urged the king's men to pursue the spies quickly, and they assumed that the spies would return to their camp across the Jordan River.  There were a few places where the River could be forded and then with difficulty, so the king's men left quickly before the city gates could be shut.

Joshua 2:8-14

Rahab's negotiation with the spies
These verses give background to Rahab's protection of the spies.  The spies were on the roof where they could hide under the flax if needed, but the king's men had not arrived yet.  Rahab came to them with a proposition based on what she knew:

-  they were from the army of Israel camped just on the other side of the Jordan River

- the LORD (Jehovah) had given Canaan to Israel

- the people of Jericho, and all of Canaan, were terrified as Israel approached


- everyone remembered the LORD's power in taking Israel out of Egypt 40 years earlier


- how Israel had completely destroyed Sihon and Og just across the River

- the people of Canaan did not have the courage to face Israel 


- Israel's LORD was God of heaven and earth; therefore, the Canaanite gods were powerless


to protect those who worshiped them.

Rahab had a proposition for them:  If they would protect her and her family when Jericho was invaded, she would deal kindly with them now.  It is interesting to note that while Rahab was willing to lie on their behalf, she expected a "pledge of truth" from them!  The two spies agreed to deal kindly and faithfully with her when the LORD gave them the land, but on her life she was not to betray them.

What do we know about Rahab?  While both Jews and Christians are reluctant to admit the 
disreputable character of Rahab, we need to know what Scripture reveals.
She was a Canaanite.  For centuries the Canaanites had increasingly worshiped idols and sank deeper 
into immorality.  There were many false gods and idols.  There were temples to these gods in 
towns and on high places. and a large priesthood.  Their worship included both male and female 
prostitutes,  wild orgies, and sacrificing children to Molech by throwing them alive into fire.

Her name was from Rahab, a sea monster of pagan mythology which symbolized various things which 
are evil and wreak havoc among people.  The name means insolence, pride, violence.  

This evil Rahab is found in Scripture in Job 9:13, Psa. 87:4; 89:10 and Isa. 30:7; 51:9.
She is identified as a harlot, prostitute, immoral.  

She was a liar, willing to lie for personal gain and to protect her own family.  The phrase "with all who 
belong to them" in v.13 indicates that it may have been a large number of people.
She betrayed her own country by siding with their enemy.
YET,       Rahab acknowledged Jehovah as Israel's God in heaven above and on earth beneath.  
Matt. 1:5 places her in Jesus' genealogy as wife of Salmon and mother of Boaz and 

great-great-grandmother of King David.  Looking through the lineage listed in Matthew and 
Luke, it is obvious that Jesus' righteousness did not come through His earthly gene pool.
Hebrews 11:31 states that by faith (the enabling power of God) Rahab did not perish with others who 
were disobedient after she had welcomed the spies in peace.  She is not commended for lying.
James 2:20-25 argues that true faith always produces good works as evidenced by Abraham's deeds after 
he was declared righteous by God, and by Rahab's protecting the spies.  
Joshua 2:15-21
Sealing the agreement and escaping
After the king's men had left on Rahab's instructions to hurry and catch the spies, Rahab helped them escape by letting them down outside the wall (remember the gates had been shut) from a window in her house which was built on the wall.  The king's men had headed for the River, but Rahab advised the spies to go to the hill country where there were valleys and caves in which to hide, and to wait three days before returning to their camp.  Once again, the spies reminded Rahab of their agreement and instructed her to mark her house with a scarlet or red cord hanging from the window by which they had escaped.  Perhaps red cord parallels the blood over the doorways which protected the Hebrews from death in Egypt resulting in Passover.  She was to gather her immediate family into her house for protection.  Anyone who left would forfeit protection and die.  If she betrayed them, the deal was off.
Now we have a little bit of a problem.  A covenant is a solemn, life and death agreement.  It is enacted by an oath and accompanied by a sign.  Covenants were enacted by God, but people also made covenants among themselves.  The children of Israel had been given specific instructions about covenants:  Ex. 23:32 and Deut. 7:2  "When the LORD your God delivers them before you and you defeat them, then you shall utterly destroy them.  You shall make no covenant with them and show no favor to them."  So, was Rahab's agreement with the spies a covenant?  Well, it was a life-and-death agreement, taken by oath v. 7, and there was a sign, the scarlet cord.  God's command to "utterly destroy" was violated for Rahab and also for her family.  Perhaps we should also mention that Rahab married Salmon of the tribe of Judah, forbidden in Deut. 7:3.  Also, Rahab lied, also forbidden.
So, when is a sin not a sin?  It is often taught that since God's purposes were achieved, the lies told by Rahab (and the Hebrew midwives who saved male babies) were not sinful.  Sometimes actions are reported in Scripture as history without specific reference to sinfulness because sin and righteousness are taught elsewhere.  Nevertheless, sin is defined by God and not by the circumstances in which it is committed.  The Bible does not teach situational ethics.  It is always a sin to make idols, profane God's name, murder, steal, commit adultery or tell lies.  The devil is a liar and the father of lies.  Lies destroy trust and credibility.  When we lie, we are not trusting God.  God hates lies and false witnesses.  Liars keep company with those who are cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, immoral persons, sorcerers, and idolaters whose end is in the lake of fire and brimstone.  Rev. 21:8  God is truth, the Holy Spirit is the Spirit of truth, Jesus is the truth.  The truth sets us free. We are to worship in spirit and in truth.  Truth is not to leave us but be written on our hearts.  Truth is pure and does not deceive. We are to speak the truth in love.  God does not need for us to sin to accomplish His purposes.  Although we sin from ignorance or weakness, we must repent and not repeat. 1John 1:9  We are never to deliberately sin.  
Joshua 2:22-24

An encouraging report
Following Rahab's instructions, the spies went to the hill country for three days. The king's men had searched all along the road toward the Jordan River but had not found them.  We are not told the exact length of time that the two spies were in Canaan and Jericho.  Crossing over the Jordan River, a treacherous undertaking, the spies went to report to Joshua all that had happened --a thorough debriefing. In their report, they quoted Rahab: all the inhabitants of the land have melted away before us.

This was quite different from the report given when Moses' sent spies into the land.  Their mission had lasted 40 days and covered a much greater territory than Joshua's spies had traveled.  Moses' spies reported that the Canaanite people were too strong for them, the cities fortified and large, and giants lived there.  Num. 13:27-33
Between the two reports, some things had happened which would have given courage to the children of Israel.  They had experienced the continuing presence of the LORD and His provision for them (i.e. manna and water).  They had won great victories, destroying the inhabitants and taking the spoil.  They were already occupying land on the east side of the Jordan River.  The report that the Canaanite people were in great fear of them confirmed what the LORD had told them about their enemies' defeat, five chasing 100 and 100 chasing 10,000, and that no one would be able to stand before them.  The LORD was giving them the land and they were to go and take possession with His presence, His blessing, and His power.
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