Lesson 5

Joshua, Chapter 1

Class Notes for February 20, 2018









Taking Command

Joshua was commissioned before all the people by the LORD and by Moses and Eleazar, the high priest, to lead the people of Israel.  Joshua had attended Moses from his youth, he was indwelled by the Holy Spirit and the spirit of wisdom, and Joshua followed the LORD fully.  The LORD would give this land to Abraham's descendants to fulfill the covenant He had made some 600 years earlier and to pass just judgment on the sinful descendants of Canaan who inhabit the land and whose idolatry and immorality have continued and increased through the centuries.  Also, the LORD will establish His name in Israel, and particularly in Jerusalem, as a witness and beacon to the entire world.
Joshua 1:1-6

Arise and cross the Jordan
While Moses was alive, the LORD spoke with him face to face, and Moses as the LORD's prophet spoke His words to the people.  As we begin this chapter, it is noteworthy that the LORD continued to speak through His chosen leader and spoke directly to Joshua.  Joshua is identified as Moses' servant, and Moses is identified as the LORD's servant, once again establishing Joshua's position and authority coming from the LORD just as the LORD had done with Moses.  Moses' death resulted in a total transfer of authority while only partial transfer was made earlier at Joshua's commissioning.  Num. 27:20  

Moses died on Mt. Nebo in the land of Moab, the LORD buried his body in an unknown place.   Moses was honored as a prophet like no other to have risen in Israel, and the people mourned Moses for 30 days.  The time had now come for Joshua to act, for Joshua to arise and lead the people of Israel across the Jordan River into Canaan.  Joshua was assured that he would have victory everywhere he went in the land, just as the LORD had told Moses.  
On the eastern side of the Jordan River, the people of Israel were located near a mountain range.  Lebanon means "white" and would refer to the snow capped peaks.  The land to be conquered is described from where they were currently located to borders on the Mediterranean Sea in the west, the Euphrates River to the east and to the Nile River south.  The land of the Hittites (modern day Turkey) is included on the north.  This land is more simply described here than previously,  yet very specifically.  Gen. 15:18-21; Num. 34:1-12;  Deut. 34:1-3  
Joshua is assured of victory because the LORD would be with him.  He would not fail or forsake Joshua.  The LORD would keep all His promises for success in all that He had commanded Joshua, and He would never leave him.  "Be strong and courageous" is a recurring admonition.   When Moses spoke to all Israel in his farewell address, he assured them they were following the LORD into the land and that they would have victory; therefore, be strong and courageous, do not be afraid or tremble at them.  The LORD will not fail you or forsake you.  Turning to Joshua, Moses admonished him before all the people to "be strong and courageous for you shall go with this people into the land  . . ."  Deut. 31:1-7   At Joshua's commissioning, the LORD commanded Joshua, "Be strong and courageous, for you shall bring the sons of Israel into the land which I swore to them, and I will be with you."  Deut. 31:23
In Joshua 1:6, the LORD told Joshua, face to face, to be strong and courageous.  These are key words, and we need to have clear understanding of what they mean.  Let's go to Webster's dictionary:

strong:  having great physical power to act; vigorous, robust, forceful, a fortress.  Having moral or 
intellectual power.  Full of spirit, confident.  Having great resources such as wealth, numbers, 
army, etc.  Effective or efficient, especially in a specified direction.  Not easily subdued or taken, 
not mild or weak.  stout, sturdy, stalwart, tough, tenacious.


H2388   chazaq     290x       to fasten upon, seize, conquer
courageous:  strong of mind, spirit or disposition.  quality of mind to meet danger and difficulties with 
firmness, valor. mettle, vitality.  resolute in the face of opposition or danger.  firmness of mind or 
purpose and the casting aside of fear.  determination to achieve one's goals.  an ingrained 
capacity for meeting stress or strain.  stubborn persistence and unwillingness to acknowledge 
defeat.  brave, valiant, dauntless.


H553  amatz   41x     alert, strong, established, fortified, obstinate, steadfast, prevailing
The LORD is very clear about how these qualities are achieved and maintained:  The LORD will not fail and He will not forsake His people.  God is always faithful to fulfill His promises - in His time and for His purposes.  Jesus made many promises to His disciples.  Some of them can be found in the 14th chapter of the Gospel of John:  John 14:1-3, 12, 13-14, 16-18, 23, 27.
Joshua 1:7-9

The LORD's instructions to Joshua
In addition to the repeated admonition to be strong and courageous, the LORD reminds Joshua of the importance of obedience.  Moses had imprinted on the people how obedience brings blessings but disobedience results in just the opposite:  curses.  This reference to ALL of the law rejects the idea that only SOME of what God has commanded must be obeyed.  God has revealed the standard for righteousness and judgment.  God's people love Him, and His word must be obeyed with understanding and commitment at all times and in every place.  
To live obediently, one must first know God's word, to speak about it and to meditate on it.  Meditation requires reading it with thoughtfulness, lingering over it in prayer, and recalling it when decisions are made and actions taken.  The longest chapter in the Bible is Psalm 119.  It is all about God's word, testimonies, precepts, statutes, ordinances, commandments, judgments and law.  Psalm 119 is an astounding poem, each line of each paragraph beginning with one letter of the Hebrew alphabet.  There are many benefits to knowing and living by God's word which

convinces our minds,
   convicts our hearts, 
   conforms our behavior,


comforts our hurts,  and    calms our fears.

It is in God's word that we find truth, wisdom, hope, love, faith, purpose, joy, fulfillment . . . .      It answers all our questions.   Knowing God's word is not sufficient, however.  Joshua is reminded that he must be careful to obey.  This is what God commands, and there are blessings.  Under the covenant of the Law, obedience will bring prosperity and success guaranteed by the presence of the LORD.  This assurance gives strength to God's people:  To Abraham  Gen. 15:1;  Moses and his people  Ex. 14:13;  Isaiah  Isa. 41:10; Jeremiah  Jer. 1:7-8; and to Christians through the centuries Matt. 28:20; Heb. 13:5.
Almost a thousand years later when Israel and Judah had been exiled from the land for their disobedience, those who returned had forgotten God's word.  It was Ezra who set his heart to study the law of the LORD, and to practice it, and to teach His statutes and ordinances in Israel.  Ezra 7:10  To love God is to love His word, and those who love Him keep His commandments as evidence of that love

Joshua 1:10-11

Joshua speaks to the officers
The children of Israel are organized by families and tribes.  They are led by Joshua, Eleazar, elders, judges and officers.  These officers may have military or civil responsibilities.  Beginning preparation for crossing the Jordan River, Joshua instructs the officers to go among the people and command them to get ready.  The time is short, there is a sense of urgency, and they are to gather provisions.  Several things will happen prior to actually crossing the Jordan and the length of preparation time probably exceeds three days, but this is the time frame in which this command is given.  Once again, their purpose is stated:  they are to possess the land which the LORD their God is giving them.
Joshua 1:12-15

Special instructions

Twelve tribes will inherit portions of the land promised to Abraham.  The Levites will not have an allotment of land but will receive cities and fields.  The twelve tribes, therefore, include Ephraim and Manasseh, Joseph's two sons, who received the first-born blessing from Jacob,  Gen. 48:1-22  
When Israel had defeated Sihon and Og, the tribes of Reuben, Gad and half of the tribe of Manasseh (hereafter called East Manasseh) decided that this land east of the Jordan River was suitable for their large number of livestock.  Moses was concerned that they would separate themselves from the other tribes and not accompany them in battle as they crossed into the promised land.  However, Moses agreed to their settling in that land on the condition that they go to war with the other tribes as they went in to possess the land west of the Jordan.  They were to clearly know:  it was the LORD who was giving them the land they had requested.  Num. 32:1-42     Part of Joshua's preparation was to remind these tribes of their earlier commitment to go to battle and remain until the nation was at rest from war before returning to their own lands.  The men from these three tribes were to go in the first wave of soldiers, in full battle array, and would number over 100,000!  (Reuben 45,730, Gad 40,500, and half of Manasseh 26,350   = 110,580)

Joshua 1:16-18

Commitment and consequences
Answering Joshua, the three tribes made a complete commitment:  to do all that Joshua commanded, and to go wherever he sends them.  They recognized Joshua as their leader just as Moses had been their leader.  They had obeyed Moses, and they would obey Joshua.  They also recognized that their success in battle relied on the LORD who was with Moses, and they acknowledged that necessity as they would follow Joshua.  Failure by any soldier from these tribes to live up to the commitment made here would be treason, punishable by death.  Once again, these men encouraged Joshua to be strong and courageous.

Which brings us to the subject of a judicial death penalty.  The Law has three parts:  the Ten Commandments, which is "constitutional law" and does not change, case law which determines punishment for crimes, and ceremonial law which governed the priesthood, worship and dietary regulations.  Capital punishment is taught in Scripture, and it is administered under "case law" which changes (and continues to change) somewhat with time, usually decreasing the number of offenses for which it is applied.  In addition to treason, under the Law and for some offenses which were confirmed in the New Testament, there were at least fifteen which carried the death penalty.  These include murder, kidnapping, sorcery, idolatry, human sacrifice, sabbath breaking, adultery, homosexuality, incest, rape, bestiality, blasphemy, false prophets, rebelling against parents or judicial authority, and killing an unborn infant.  In the New Testament we find death sentences for adultery, sabbath breaking and blasphemy.  There are few crimes today which carry a death penalty:  perhaps capital murder, kidnapping, and treason.  But the wages of any sin is still death.  Only Jesus brings eternal life.
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