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Preparing the People

As we continue our study, our focus is on what God is doing as He reveals His character and His purposes.  After worldwide judgment and a flood when only Noah and his family were saved, Ham's sin brought a curse on his son Canaan.  When a tower and a city were under construction at Babel to glorify man and reach to the heavens, God confused their language and scattered them in every direction.  Canaan's descendants continued to sin against God and worship idols.  

God would bring to pass His promises beginning with Adam for a Redeemer.  God chose Abraham to show him a land, to make him a great nation, to bless him and make his name great, to protect him, and, in Abraham's seed, to bless all nations.  We know that this promise is fulfilled 2000 years later in Jesus.  Gen. 22:18, Gal. 3:16   Abraham's descendants of promise began with a miraculous birth and grew as twelve of his great grandsons would take their families to Egypt to escape a famine.  There they would be racially isolated as slaves and grow into large tribes. 
As decades and centuries passed, successive rulers over Egypt increased the suffering of the Hebrews, and they cried out to God for rescue.  The sinfulness of Canaan's descendants brought judgment, and God began to act on His promises to Abraham.  During a time when Hebrew male babies were sentenced to death, Moses was placed in a reed basket in the river where he was found by Pharaoh's daughter.  Moses grew up in luxury, but defended a Hebrew by killing an offending Egyptian.  As a result, Moses fled to Midian where he married Zipparah and they had two sons,  Forty years of herding sheep in the wilderness came to a close when Moses met God in a burning bush and received his commission.  The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob told Moses to go to Pharaoh so that Moses would lead God's people, the sons of Israel, out of Egypt.  Ex. 3:6-10  
Egypt was a powerful and rich nation.  They worshiped many gods whom they thought gave them power and success.  The Hebrew God was scorned for, after all, His people were enslaved and oppressed.    God's power was manifested to all Egypt and their gods humiliated as Pharaoh refused to obey God's command to let His people go.  It was the LORD who raised Pharaoh for this very purpose.  Rom. 9:17 God's power was also demonstrated to the Hebrews as they also witnessed every one!  The plagues against Egypt are recorded in Ex. 7 through 10.  Specifically and by implication, the Hebrews were protected or spared from each one.  Ex. 11:7 states ". . . the LORD makes a distinction between Egypt and Israel."
Plague


Egyptian deity

Effect____________________________________

Water to blood  
Hapi
              fish died; Egyptians had no water; Pharaoh hardened
Frogs  


Heqt

  Pharaoh's people; Pharaoh begs relief but is hardened
Lice or gnats  

Hathor, Nut
  Pharaoh hardened
Flies  


Shu, Isis
  Goshen spared; Pharaoh bargains, but is hardened

Livestock  

Apis

  Hebrew livestock spared; Pharaoh hardened

Boils  


Shekhmet
  On Egyptians; Pharaoh hardened

Hail  


Geb

  Pharaoh promises relief, but is hardened

Locusts  

Serapis

  Pharaoh begs relief, but is hardened

Darkness  

Ra

  Pharaoh bargains, but is hardened

Death of firstborn  


  Pharaoh and Egyptians beg Hebrews to leave________________
Directly connected to God's covenant promises to Abraham, the Hebrews asked for the Egyptians' possessions of silver, gold and clothing, and the Egyptians gave willingly.  Also, as the Hebrews left Egypt, they were led by a pillar of smoke and a pillar of fire as God had appeared to Abraham when the covenant was "cut".   Ex. 12:40 states that the sons of Israel lived in Egypt for 430 years, to the very day.  Since their slavery was only 400 years, we know that Jacob's family entered Egypt 30 years before Joseph's death and their subsequent enslavement.

As they left Egypt, headed east, the Red Sea formed a barrier.  Pharaoh had changed his mind and gathered his army including 600 chariots to pursue them.  Already the Hebrews were complaining against Moses stating that they would rather serve the Egyptians.  Ex. 14:1:12  The LORD divided the sea to let all His people cross on dry ground, but the waters returned to drown Pharaoh and all his army.

Scripture gives us a partial time line.

Ex. 12:1-6       Observed the first Passover in Egypt               In the
1 Year   1 Month   14 Day

Left Egypt the next day
1 Year   1 Month   15 Day

Ex. 19:1
Arrived in Sinai (3 months later)

Ex. 40:17        Tabernacle erected
2 Year    1 Month    1 Day

Num. 9:1         Observed Passover at Mt. Sinai
2 Year    1 Month  14 Day

Num. 1:1         Took first census
2 Year    2 Month    1 Day

Num. 10:11     Set out from Mt. Sinai                                                2 Year    2 Month  20 Day

                               to Kadesh-barnea

Num. 20:1       Miriam died and was buried

Deut. 2:14
38 years at Kadesh-barnea

Num. 3:38       Aaron died at Mt. Hor
40 Year   5 Month    1 Day

Deut. 1:3         Moses spoke/wrote Deuteronomy
40 Year 11 Month    1 Day

      in Plains of Moab opposite Jericho

Deut. 34:8
People mourned Moses’ death 30 days

In just over one year, God had prepared this mixed multitude who had known only slavery to enter,

conquer and live in the land He had promised Abraham five centuries earlier.  He had given them                Moses to lead them, and appointed elders

a standing army of over 600,000 men with Joshua to command

Aaron as High Priest and a priesthood of Levites


a tabernacle and instructions for sacrifices and worship (ceremonial law)

a constitution (Ten Commandments) and applied law standards (case law)
The LORD had provided water and food (manna and quail) to sustain and strengthen them.  He had 

demonstrated His presence in many ways including natural wonders on the mountain and His glory in

the Holy of Holies.  Yet, they had tested the LORD ten times.      Num. 14:22
Ex. 14:10-12

Complained when the Egyptians were pursuing them out of Egypt
Ex. 15:22-24

Complained about no water
Ex. 16:1-3

Complained about having no bread or meat
Ex. 16:19-20

Disobeyed about using the manna
Ex. 16:27-30

Disobeyed by trying to gather manna on the Sabbath
Ex. 17:1-4

Quarreled with Moses about no water
Ex. 32:1-35

Worshiped a golden calf
Num. 11:1-3

Complained of their adversity and God sent a fire among them
Num. 11:4-34

Were greedy and complained about no meat or fish, only manna
Num. 14:1-10

Rebelled against the LORD and refused to enter the promised land
God's judgment for their continual grumbling and rebellion without repentance was that they would

suffer the thing about which they had complained:  For everyone 20 years old and upward, except for

Joshua and Caleb, their corpses would fall in the wilderness.  Num. 14:26-30  
The roots of rebellion and idolatry are deep as seen when the people continued to complain against the

LORD and He sent fiery serpents among them so that many people died.  At the LORD's instructions,

Moses made a bronze serpent and put it on a standard. Those who looked upon it would live.

Num.21:5-9     Generations later King Hezekiah will destroy the bronze serpent for the people had

named it Nehushtan and worshiped it.  2 Kings 18:1-4  Scripture teaches us that God's children live with
gratitude which brings contentment and joy in this life. To quote John Piper, "God is most glorified in us

when we are most satisfied in Him."

The children of Israel would live in the wilderness until the next generation is ready follow Joshua into

Canaan.  There were battles to be fought before then:
Opponent

Place

King

Aggressor 

Victor

Scripture
 

Amalek

Rephidim


Amalek

Israel

Ex. 17:8-16
Amalek and Canaan
Hormah


Israel


Amalek
Num. 14:45

Arad


Hormah


Arad


Israel

Num. 21:1-3

Amorites

Jahaz

Sihon

Amorites

Israel

Num. 21:21-25

Bashan


Edrei

Og

Israel


Israel

Num. 21:33-35

Midian



          Evi, Rekem, 
Israel


Israel

Num. 31:1-12





        Zur, Hur, Reba_____________________________________________
The Book of Deuteronomy is the second giving of the Law for this second generation of the people to remind them of the importance of obedience if they are to learn from the sad example of their parents.  It was written by Moses during the month prior to his death.  In the first four chapters Moses recounts what the LORD has done for them, Chapters 5 through 26 remind the people what God expects from them, and Chapters 27 through 34 remind them what God has promised to do for them.  
Yet, disobedience is "kryptonite" for Israel, and in Moses' last words to the people they are instructed how to honor and obey God and establish a land and a place where the LORD chooses to establish His name, where the feasts will be held, where His name will be honored, and where He will be worshiped.  

Moses, Aaron and Miriam died in the wilderness along with the first generation to come out of Egypt.  The second generation is poised to enter the land promised by God.  God has prepared them, and they have all that they need including victory in battle and assurance that the LORD would be with them.  Moses left specific instructions for how they were to behave to be blessed in the land and the consequences for disobedience.  Next week we will examine these directives and discover what would lead the children of Israel to prosper and what could bring about their ruin.
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