Lesson 1

Joshua


Homework for January 23, 2018








Promising the Land

The land.   The Promised Land.  Israel.   Land God gave to Abraham and his descendants 4,000 years ago which is still disputed today.  In order to understand the importance and impact of the Book of Joshua, we must begin with the promise and covenant God made to Abraham, and his descendants to bless all nations of the world.  So, let's begin . . .

DAY ONE

Understanding the background

After creation, Adam sinned and as the generations passed mankind multiplied and became more corrupt.  How is their condition described in Gen. 6:5? _______________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

How did God judge the world?  Gen. 6:17 _________________________________________________

What was the exception?  Gen. 6:18 ______________________________________________________

Name Noah's three sons  Gen. 6:10:  _______________, ____________ and ______________________

Which one sinned?  Gen. 9:20-27________________ As a result, who was cursed? ________________

Why was the offender himself not cursed? Gen. 9:1 ____________________________ See Num. 22:12
Centuries later, when God gave the land to Abraham, who was living there? ______________________


See lineage in Gen. 10:15-20.

As time passed, Nimrod arose as a leader of the people.  How did the people sin against God?

Gen. 11:4 _____________________________________________________________________


What was the result?  Gen. 11:9 ___________________________________________________
When God called Abraham, where was he living?  Gen. 11:31_____________ Locate the city on a map.

According to Joshua 24:2, what do we know about Abraham and his family? ______________________

We are told later why God called Abraham.  Why did God choose Abraham?  Gen. 18:17-19


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________

When God called Abraham, what instruction did God give him?  Gen. 12:1


______________________________________________________________________________

What promises did God make Abraham at that time?  Gen. 12:2-3


I will _________________________________________________________________________


I will ___________________________ and __________________________________________



and so you shall be ______________________________


I will _________________________________ and ____________________________________


In you  ______________________________________________ will be blessed.

Why did Abraham obey God?  Heb. 11:8-10 ______________________________________________
DAY TWO

Sojourning in the Land
Abraham's journey into the land would cause him to stop in several places.  Name them.


Gen. 11:31 ___________ Gen. 12:6 ___________  Gen. 12:8 between __________ and ______


Gen. 12:9 __________________________

Gen. 12:7  What assurance did God give Abraham? _________________________________________

Gen. 12:10-20  A famine caused Abraham to leave the land and go to _____________________.


When God struck Pharaoh because of a threat to Sarah, what do we know about Abraham?


Gen. 13:1-2 ___________________________________________________________________


Where did Abraham resettle? __________________________

Gen. 13:5-13  What caused Abraham and Lot to separate?  ____________________________________

Gen. 13:14-17 What promises did God give Abraham at this time?


All the land that Abraham could see in every direction God would give it to him and


his _______________________, for how long? ____________________


How does God describe Abraham's descendants? ______________________________________

Gen. 13:18  Where did Abraham live next? _______________ 

Gen. 14:13  Therefore, he was called the _________________

When five kings attacked the city where Lot, Abraham's nephew, lived and took Lot captive, Abraham was successful in his rescue.  On the way home, Abraham was blessed by _______________________

who is described as _______________________ and ___________________________  Gen. 14:17-18

DAY THREE

The covenant enacted

God had promised Abraham many descendants, yet Abraham had no children.  How did God describe Abraham's descendants to him this time?  Gen. 15:5 _________________________________________

In verse 6, the first appearance of the word "righteousness" appears.  
   
The context of first appearance  helps us to interpret words in Scripture.  Notable here is that        
righteousness is in the context of covenant,  that there is a close connection between belief and 
righteousness, that righteousness is not earned but reckoned (granted) by God.  See Rom. 4:1-6    
From Rom. 4:20-24, why is it important for us to understand Abraham's righteousness? 
______________________________________________________________________________
What do we know from 2 Cor. 5:21? ______________________________________________________
Now back to Gen. 15:7-12 which describes the ceremony of "cutting" covenant indicating that the 
promises are life and death.  Verses 13-15 give further information to Abraham concerning this 
covenant.  What will happen to Abraham's descendants? ________________________________

What nation will be judged? ____________________________________________________________

When will Abraham's descendants be set free? ______________________________________________

Why the delay of so many centuries? _____________________________________________________

What do we know about Abraham's descendants when they leave slavery? ________________________

What two things indicated God's presence at this ceremony? ________________ and _______________


By the way, what two things indicated God's presence during the Exodus?   Ex. 13:21

Gen. 15:18-21 gives the boundaries of the land which God promised to Abraham.  What two geographical boundaries are named? ________________________ and __________________________


Ten nations of people are also named who occupy this land, descendants of ________________
Sarah's impatience for a child sent Hagar to Abraham, and Ishmael was born but he was not the child of 
promise.  What is learned about Ishmael's future from Gen. 16:10-12? _____________________

______________________________________________________________________________


Where would he live later?  Gen. 21:21 _____________________________________________


Where will Ishmael's descendants settle?  Gen. 25:18 __________________________________

DAY FOUR

God's continuing faithfulness

Once again, God confirmed His promises to Abraham.  From Gen. 17:1-16 several things take place.
God described the multitude of Abraham's descendants through Sarah, God changes both of their names, and promises Abraham descendants of nations and kings.  According to v. 7, how long will this covenant be in effect?___________ How long will God claim them as His people? _______________

What land is God giving them? ________________________ For how long? ____________________

What is the sign of this covenant required of all males? ______________________________________

Noteworthy here is that all future descendants of Abraham (including Isaac) will be conceived through the sign of this covenant!

What is God's blessing for Ishmael?  Gen. 17:20,  21:13 ______________________________________

From what is Ishmael excluded? _________________________________________________________

In the year prior to Isaac's birth, what significant event occurred?  Gen. 18:20 - 19:29


______________________________________________________________________________Gen. 19:30-38 records the birth of Lot's two grandsons and identifies the nations which they will father.


Name these two nations:  (v. 37-38) the __________________ and the _____________________

Gen. 20:1-18   After the destruction of the two cities, Abraham moved to Gerar and once again tried to 
protect himself and Sarah by identifying her as his sister.  However, it was God who protected Sarah (v. 6, 18) in what two ways? __________________________ and _________________________

How was God's curse on Abimelech removed?  v. 17 _________________________________________

What did Abimelech do to get Abraham to leave? v. 14 _______________________________________

DAY FIVE

Abraham's faithfulness and the covenant line

Chapter 21 records the birth of Isaac and the banishment of Ishmael and his mother.  Abraham still moved about and would live in the land of the Philistines for some time.  Chapter 22 gives us both the testing of Abraham's faith and a prophetic picture of the sacrifice of Jesus.  We have observed earlier the importance of first use of words for context and interpretation.  In this chapter we find the first use of the words  love (v. 2),  worship (v. 5), and  obeyed (v. 18).  This is a familiar event.  We might wonder why Abraham would obey God the point of sacrificing his only son whom he loved when Isaac did not have children from whom a great nation would come.  Well, we don't have to guess about Abraham's confidence in God's promises.  What do we know from Heb. 11:17-19?  


______________________________________________________________________________

At this time, God reaffirmed His covenant with Abraham.  In Gen. 22:15-18, how are Abraham's (and Isaac's) descendants described? __________________________ and ____________________________

How will ALL nations be blessed? _______________________________________________________


How is that accomplished according to Gal. 3:16? _____________________________________

Isaac grew up, married Rebekah, and they had two sons, Jacob and Esau.  The covenant promises which were passed to Isaac from Abraham will go to Jacob by deception but according to prophecy
Gen. 25:23.  Jacob's conflict with Esau caused Jacob to leave and seek a wife from relatives in the east.  Jacob (named Israel by God) would have four wives and twelve sons.  They are listed in Gen. 29:31 through 30:24 and in Gen. 35:23-26  (see attached chart).  
Jacob returned to Canaan where the family lived as shepherds.  They settled in Shechem and later moved to Bethel.  Conflict among the brothers resulted in Joseph being sold into slavery in Egypt where he rose to power.  A famine resulted in Joseph's family moving to Egypt where they prospered and multiplied.  In four generations the people increased from 70 to several millions.  

Why were they enslaved?  Ex. 1:6-14 ____________________________________________________
God's covenant promises to Abraham were being fulfilled.  For four hundred years and four generations Abraham's descendants had not lived in the land promised by God, all according to God's plan.  But now God will begin to act on those promises and raise up a leader who will bring the people back to the land of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  Next week - Moses!
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