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Promising the Land

We began our study of Joshua by putting the events on an Old Testament time line with the events of Joshua to have occurred around 1400 BC and lasting as long as 30 years.  This is a pivotal book in that events hundreds of years prior culminated in Joshua's leading the army of Israel and its people to conquer Canaan.  It all began with Noah around 2500 BC.
About 1500 years following Adam's first sin, the population on earth increased and so did sin to the point that every intent of humanity's heart and thoughts were only evil continually.  This brought worldwide judgment from God by a flood with only Noah and his family finding favor in God's sight. 
Scripture records the first use of the word "favor" or grace in the context of judgment  Gen.6:5-8  and gives us understanding of  how God acts in a sinful world under judgment to save those whom He chooses.  This is confirmed for us in Eph. 2:8.  A parallel is drawn by Jesus that the world will once again increase in sin before His return and the final worldwide judgment.  Matt. 24:37-39  But, the relevance to Joshua's mission occurs after the flood.  

Noah had three sons:  Shem, Ham and Japheth.  While Noah was in an inebriated sleep and nude, Ham showed  disrespect for the dignity and authority of God's prophet and thereby God Himself by ridiculing Noah.  His two brothers did not share his feelings and covered their father.  When Noah awoke, he knew what had been done and that his youngest son had exposed him.  Noah blessed Shem and Japheth but cursed Ham's son Canaan that he would serve both his brothers.  Gen. 9:18-27  While this may seem odd to us, we must remember that those whom God  blesses shall not be cursed Num. 22;12, and God had blessed Ham.  Gen. 9:1  Also, later in the ten commandments we learn that those who hate God bring consequences on themselves which also affect future generations.  Ex. 20:5-6  Responsibility for sin, however, is an individual accountability, and sons shall not bear the punishment of their fathers.  Ezek. 18:20   History shows that the descendants of Canaan continued to turn from God to serve false gods.  The curse on Canaan and his descendants would come to fulfillment through Joshua.

So time passed and although they had been commanded to fill the earth, the people did not scatter but settled in the plain of Shinar near Babel and had a common language.  Led by Ham's grandson, Nimrod, they determined not to obey God but to make a name for themselves (not for God) and proceeded to build a city and a tower to reach to the heavens.  God's judgment, and perhaps to insist on obedience, was to confuse their language and cause them to scatter.  Shem's descendants stayed in that general area (Arabia), Japheth's descendants went north and settled along the coastlands, and Ham's descendants moved west and south settling roughly from to Phoenicia to land south and east of the Dead Sea.
God revealed Himself in His creation and continued to do so until fully revealed in Jesus.  In this progressive revelation, nine generations after the Babel dispersion, God called Abraham (Abram) who was living in Ur, about 100 miles SE of Babylon.  Gen. 11:27 and following.  His family served other gods.  Josh. 24:2    Abraham was 75 years old when he responded to God's call to leave his country and relatives and to go where God would lead him although he did not know where he was going.  He would live as a nomad in the land God would promise him, because he was looking for a greater city of God.  Heb. 11:8-10   
God had a purpose in choosing Abraham.  Abraham was to command his children and his household after him to keep the way of the LORD by doing righteousness and justice.  Gen. 18:19   God's covenant with Abraham and Abraham's obedience to God will further reveal truths about God and His purposes.  The people and events of Abraham's life are recorded in Gen. 11:27 through Gen. 25:11.  We won't try to cover all of it here, but we will focus on the events which will lead directly to Joshua.  
Let's begin with the covenant God made with Abraham.  This is an unconditional, unilateral covenant.  God determined the conditions, and He alone will fulfill them requiring nothing of Abraham.  Here is what God promised He would do:
I will show you a land.

I will make you (Abraham) a great nation.


I will bless you and make your name great; and so you shall be a blessing.


I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse.


In you all the families of the earth will be blessed.    See Gen. 22:18, Gal. 3:16
First consider Abraham is 75 years old and his wife Sarah is 65 years old, and they have no children.  Yet God promised Abraham a son by Sarah from his own body and that his descendants would be as numerous as the stars.   Gen. 15:5  In Scripture covenants are "cut" in ceremony, and blood is shed indicating that the promise is a life-and-death matter.  God cut covenant with Abraham by appearing as a smoking oven and flaming torch and passing through bodies of slain animals.  It was at this time that God revealed to Abraham that his descendants would be enslaved in a foreign country for four hundred years, but the enslaving nation would be judged and Abraham's descendants would leave with many possessions.   They would be liberated in the fourth generation and when the iniquity of the Amorite (Canaanite) is complete.   It is interesting to note that during the Exodus years when this prophecy was fulfilled, God appeared to the children of Israel as a pillar of fire and a pillar of smoke.  Ex. 13:21
It was in the context of this covenant that Abraham was declared righteous.  Abraham believed in the LORD; and He reckoned it to him as righteousness.  Gen. 15:6  This is an important concept for every believer is declared righteous the same way.  We have saving belief by God's grace (His sovereign disposition to do something beneficial) through faith (the enabling power of God) which results in righteousness imputed to us in Christ.   Matt. 5:20; 2 Cor. 5:21; Rom. 5:17, 10:4    Abraham was saved by God looking forward to the completed work of Jesus on earth which achieved salvation for everyone of all time who are saved.  Abraham had face-to-face encounters with God and with the pre-incarnate Jesus at the judgment of Sodom and Gomorrah.   Gen. 18
We are familiar with Sarah's impatience and skepticism that she would bear a child when she sent Hagar to Abraham to conceive an heir for Abraham.  Gen. 16:1-15, 17:20    This child, Ishmael (a wild donkey of a man), would not inherit the covenant promises but would be blessed by God with many descendants who will live east of all his brothers in the wilderness of Paran, and be in conflict with everyone.  
Every covenant is accompanied by a sign.  The sign of God's covenant with Abraham is circumcision of all males.  This sign was enacted when God reiterated His promises to Abraham and his descendants throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant.  All who claim the promises of this covenant have been conceived through this sign.  All males, descendants and servants who are associated with descendants of Abraham, were to bear the sign.  Exodus. 17:9-12   Although Ishmael was circumcised at 13 years of age, the covenant promises would be restricted to Isaac and his descendants.  Gen. 17:20-21
The land is defined geographically by the river of Egypt (the Nile) and the river Euphrates, and by its inhabitants . . . the "ites."    Gen. 15:18-21    During the Exodus, more detailed borders were given.  Num. 34:1-15  Abraham was a "sojourner" or nomad in this land.  We can trace his travels through Scripture and learn of his "adventures" with Pharaoh in Egypt  Gen. 12  and with Abimelech in Gerar.  Gen. 20     We know how Abraham rescued Lot when he was captured by warring kings and was blessed by Melchizedek on his return.   Gen. 14  We know how Abraham pleaded for Sodom and Gomorrah before destruction came to those cities.   Gen. 19   
Abraham's son Isaac, through whom the covenant would continue, is shown in Scripture as a type of Christ.  Gen. 22   God tested Abraham to demonstrate Abraham's faith and obedience.  God never tempts anyone to sin.  James 1:12-13  God told Abraham to take his only son, whom he loved, and present Isaac as a burnt offering.  This was the son of promise, the one who would carry forward the promises of the covenant, and Abraham obeyed God knowing that God would keep His promises even to raising Isaac from the dead.  Heb. 11:17-19  Isaac is a type of Christ.  Jesus is the only Son of God, whom He loves.  Jesus was a willing sacrifice in obedience to God.  It is in the context of this sacrifice that Scripture first records the words love, worship and obey.
After Sarah died  Gen. 23:1 and was buried in a purchased burial site near Hebron  Gen. 23,  Abraham took Keturah as his wife and they had six sons.  These descendants, like Ishmael, had no claim to the covenant.  Abraham gave them gifts while he was still living, but Abraham's inheritance went totally to Isaac.  Abraham lived to be 175 years of age.  Isaac and Ishmael buried him beside Sarah.  Gen. 25:1-10
God's blessing went to Isaac and God's covenant with Abraham was confirmed to Isaac.  Gen. 26:2-5
Isaac married Rebekah  Gen. 24 and they had twin sons, Esau and Jacob.  Gen. 25:19-21   God's covenant promises will go to Jacob by deception  Gen. 27    but according to prophecy.  Gen. 25:23
Because of the deception, Jacob feared Esau and was sent by Isaac to his grandfather's home in Paddan-aram to seek a wife.  On the way, Jacob had a dream (Jacob's ladder) and was told by God that He was with Jacob wherever he went and that He would bring Jacob back to the land.  Jacob named that place Bethel.  Jacob was 75 years old when he met Rachael.  Gen. 29  Jacob worked for "Uncle Laban" to earn Rachael's hand in marriage, but he was deceived and given her older sister Leah.  Jacob stayed until he had worked to satisfy Laban and gain Rachael in marriage.  So, Jacob had two wives and they each had a maid.  Through the four of them, Jacob would father twelve sons and a named daughter, Dinah.  
Gen. 30,  35:23-26   God prospered Jacob and he returned and settled in Canaan.  Gen. 33:18  Only Jacob's twelfth son, Benjamin was born within the borders of the promised land.  Gen. 32:22, 35:16-20
It was on Jacob's return to the land that he wrestled with a "man", God renewed the Abrahamic covenant with him, and changed his name to Israel (having power with God or God's fighter  Gen. 32:24-32 ) from Jacob (heel-catcher or supplanter, sometimes considered to mean one who is crooked or deceptive).  Descendants of Abraham will be known as Hebrews until the Exodus when they will be called the children of Israel.
Joseph's brothers sold him into slavery in Egypt where he rose to power as God was with him.  A famine brought the family to Egypt where they grew greatly in number.  After Joseph's death, the new Pharaoh did not acknowledge Joseph, feared the numbers of Hebrews and enslaved them for 400 years. Gen. 12:40-41  exactly according to God's prophecy and covenant with Abraham.
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