Lesson 16


What came next?


Class Notes for May 8, 2018
Through Joshua, the LORD established Israel as a nation.  They would be His people, and He would be their God.  They had everything they needed to honor Him and prosper, but God's covenant blessings to Israel were conditional on their faithfulness to love and worship only Him and to keep the Law given through Moses.  Israel was not to associate with pagan people, intermarry with them, or follow after their false gods and idolatry.  Future generations would forget the mighty works of God on their behalf, and they would turn from following God.  There would be severe consequences.

After Joshua, the future of Israel can be identified by four primary eras:

Judges,     The United Kingdom,     The Divided Kingdom: Israel and Judah,     and Return from Exile
Judges    After Joshua's death, the conquest of Canaan continued but Israel was unable to completely drive out the inhabitants there.  Some pagan nations were left in the land by the LORD in order to test Israel to demonstrate their faithfulness to Him.  Judges 2:21-23  And they failed.  A test from God is not a temptation to evil, but an opportunity for doing what is right.  A test from God can have two possible outcomes:  obedience which strengthens and confirms righteousness, or 


      disobedience which reveals weakness, teaches, and brings repentance and renewed resolve.

The generation after Joshua did not know (acknowledge) the LORD nor what He had done for Israel.  Judges 2:10   While God did not raise up a leader like Moses and Joshua, they had an established theocracy with God as their LORD.  The people were to be led by the High Priest, to worship the LORD at the tabernacle, to be taught the Law throughout the land by the priests and Levites, to experience justice through the judges, and local leadership was to be provided through the elders and officers.  As they turned away from God, they would become fragmented and without unified national leadership. 

When the people were unfaithful by intermarrying with the Canaanites and worshiping their false gods, the LORD would permit military defeat and subjugation, they would pray for deliverance, and God would raise up a military or civil judge to deliver them.  Then the pattern would repeat.  The judges had only regional and temporary influence, and the people would return to their rebellious ways.  During this period which lasted over 300 years, Israel would experience seven distinct cycles of drifting away from the LORD, chastisement, repentance and restoration.  In turning away from the Law, everyone did what was right in their own eyes.

The United Kingdom   As the people of Israel experienced defeat and oppression from their enemies, they looked around them and saw that other nations had become strong, and they had kings.  So, desiring to be like these nations (pagan though they were), the elders came to Samuel, their judge, and demanded a king.  It was not that Samuel had failed but that they were actually rejecting the LORD from being king over them.  1 Sam. 8:4-7  Saul, a tall and handsome man of the tribe of Benjamin, was chosen by the people.  1 Sam. 12:12-13   Even though they had done this evil thing, the LORD would not abandon them, and they could still turn and serve Him faithfully.  1 Sam. 12:19-23    
God is never surprised!  Through Moses, God had given Israel rules for kings.  Deut. 17:14-20    It would be God who would choose the king, and prophetic blessings from Jacob and Moses had identified Judah as the ruling tribe (not Benjamin).  The king would not multiply horses for military battle, he would not multiply wives by making treaties with enemy nations, he would not make himself rich by taking wealth from the people.  He would make a copy of the Law for himself supervised by the priests, and he would read it daily and learn to fear the LORD by observing the Law.  He would not be prideful, and in observing all these rules, and he and his sons would reign a long time in Israel.

While the people chose Saul, God chose David.  Flawed though he was, David was a man after God's own heart.  During David's reign Israel grew in territory, wealth and reputation.  David was a great military leader and warrior, and many battles were won by him.  However, there would be rebellion, treachery and civil war.  David's desire to build a Temple for the LORD was denied, but God's covenant with him promised rest from war and descendants to rule over God's people forever.   2 Sam. 7:8-16
David's son Solomon reigned over Israel after David.  Solomon ruled during relative peacetime and great prosperity.  When the LORD granted Solomon any wish he wanted, Solomon asked for wisdom to rule the people of Israel.  Under Solomon's reign, Israel was strong and Solomon's reputation for wisdom was widely regarded.  But Solomon did not follow the rules for kings.  He had 700 wives and 300 concubines, and his wives turned him from following God.  Solomon sacrificed to idols and worshiped false gods.  Because of this, Solomon's son, Rehoboam, would not inherit a united kingdom, but Israel would be divided and Solomon's servant would reign over the northern tribes while Solomon's son would have only the remaining tribes in the southern part.    1 Kings 11:1-13  The year was 932 BC.
The Divided Kingdom

Israel    The northern tribes would retain the name of Israel.  The division came about at Solomon's death when Jeroboam an Ephraimite, who was Solomon's military leader and in charge of forced labor, confronted Rehoboam concerning harsh treatment of the slaves.  1 Kings 12:1-15  When Rehoboam refused mercy, the nation split as the northern tribes followed Jeroboam.
In breaking from the southern kingdom, Jeroboam had some challenges.  The relative concentration of tribes did not pose a special problem, but the presence of the Levites throughout the land and the worship required in Jerusalem hindered loyalty to the northern kingdom.  To give the people an alternative, Jeroboam established a new religion:  they would worship two golden calves (introduced by Aaron in the wilderness) at Dan and Bethel in the northern kingdom, and Jeroboam appointed priests from tribes other than the Levites.  He instituted new feasts and offered sacrifices himself.  1 Kings 12:25-33    Needless to say, the Levites fled to Judah.

From the beginning, the northern kingdom rejected the LORD and worshiped idols made by their own hands.  Israel would survive as a nation for 210 years.  There would be a succession of 19 kings, all of them evil.  Ahab reigned 22 years, from 874 to 853 BC, and he did more to provoke the LORD God of Israel than all the kings of Israel who were before him.  1 Kings 16:33   His wicked wife Jezebel was a formidable enemy of the prophet Elijah.  1 Kings 19:1-3  Although Ahab disguised himself in battle, he was killed by a "random" arrow.  After Ahab's death, his son reigned.  Jezebel's plot to beguile him resulted in her being thrown from an upper window to be devoured by the dogs.  2 Kings 9:29-37  Although God sent numerous prophets to warn Israel of pending judgment and exile, they would not listen.  Assyria conquered Israel in 722 BC and took the people from their land into exile.
Judah    Consistent with God's covenant promises to David, only his descendants sat on the throne of Judah.  Judah would also have 19 kings over a period of 346 years, some good and some evil.  A startling contrast can be made between Hezekiah and his son, Manasseh.

Hezekiah was 25 years old when he became king, and he reigned over Judah for 29 years, 715-686 BC.  He is compared to David in doing what was right in God's sight.  He destroyed the pagan worship sites and their idols.  He broke in pieces the bronze serpent Moses had made because the people were worshiping it as an idol, having named it Nehushtan.  Hezekiah trusted the LORD, and after him there were none like him to reign over Judah.  Hezekiah did not depart from following the LORD.

Isaiah was a prophet to Judah at this time when the northern kingdom was under attack from Assyria.  As Sennacherib, king of Assyria, marched through Israel and approached Jerusalem, Hezekiah prayed to God for protection and deliverance.  As the Assyrian army besieged the city, the angel of the LORD struck 185,000 them and the remainder fled.  2 Kings 19:8-36  When Hezekiah was mortally ill, he prayed to the LORD and wept bitterly, and God granted him another 15 years.  2 Kings. 20:1-6
When Hezekiah died, his son Manasseh ascended to the throne.  He was 12 years old, born after Hezekiah had been granted his additional 15 years.  Manasseh would reign for 55 years.  

His evil acts included








2 Kings 21:1-9

 rebuilding the pagan worship sites destroyed by his father, 


erecting altars for false gods of Baal and Asherah as Ahab king of Israel had done, 


worshiping the sun, moon and stars by building altars for them in the Temple,


sacrificing his sons by fire (most probably to the god Molech)


practiced witchcraft and divination, dealing with mediums and spirits

Manasseh seduced the people to more evil than the Canaanite nations who had been dispossessed. 

Manasseh shed innocent blood.  2 Kings 21:16       And the LORD was angry!

The end of Manasseh's life is recorded in 2 Chron. 33:10-16.  Because Manasseh and the people consistently ignored God's prophets, God sent Assyria to capture Manasseh and take him to Babylon in chains.  In distress, he called out to God who brought him back to Jerusalem.  Manasseh set about to reverse some of the damage he had done.  He fortified the city of Jerusalem against future attacks.  He cleansed the Temple of idols and altars to pagan gods, and he reinstituted acceptable sacrifices and offerings to the LORD.  However, the people did not abandon their old practices and continued to sacrifice to the LORD in the high places, violating the LORD's commands.        2 Chron. 33:10-17
Manasseh's sins, however, would remain a burden for Judah.  When Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, came against Jerusalem and took Judah into captivity, the sins of Manasseh and his shedding of innocent blood are recorded as fundamental to the judgment of the nation.  The LORD would not forgive.

2 Kings 24:1-4  The nation was captured, the Temple destroyed, and the people of Judah were taken into exile in Babylon in 586 BC.
Return from Exile  The tribes of the northern kingdom of Israel would not return.  They intermarried with the Assyrians, and the ones who remained or filtered back into the land established a corrupted religion.  Tribal identities were lost, and they were despised by the people of Judah.

According to the prophet Jeremiah, those exiled from Judah would return in 70 years.  Jer. 25:11, 29:10
Around the year 516 BC, Persia had conquered Babylon and was more favorable to the exiled peoples.  Under the leadership of Zerubbabel, their new governor, and Jeshua, the high priest, the people began to return and rebuild the Temple.  Ezra would bring more people back to their land, and the Book of the Law was discovered, read and accepted.  The corruption of the priesthood was corrected.  Nehemiah would mourn to learn of the condition of the wall and the vulnerability of the people, and he would return to rebuild the wall which was completed in 52 days.  During that time, God sent the prophets Haggai, Zechariah and Malachi.  But then, for 400 years, there was no word from God until 

the Word became flesh and tabernacled among them.
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