Lesson 16


What came next?


Homework for May 8, 2018

As Joshua's life ended, the date is around 1400 BC.  The OT records another thousand years in the history of Israel, but for 400 years immediately prior to the coming of their Messiah, God will be silent.  There will be times of prosperity and faithfulness, and other times when they turn from following God.  Although we will miss important details in God's dealings with His people, a few highlights from each era will help us gain a timeline on what lies ahead for Israel.

DAY ONE


The dark days of the Judges
Attached is a chart of the Judges.  This period lasted for about 350 years during which time God's people repeatedly turned from following Him.  God's mercy is shown as He raised up judges to give them leadership and victory over their enemies.  There is a repeated pattern of their evil, God delivering them to their enemies, their crying out to God, and restoration. 

Judges 2:8-23     What is said about the generation that followed Joshua and the elders?  


v. 10_________________________________________________________________________

In what specific ways was that evident?  v. 11-13 ___________________________________________

What was God's reaction and action? v 14-15 _______________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

How did God show mercy?  v. 16 ________________________________________________________


Why did God do this?  v. 18 ______________________________________________________

What was the response of the people to God's mercy?  v. 17, 19 ________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________

What was the ultimate result?  v. 20-23 ___________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

Judges 3:4-7
Why were the pagan nations left in the promised land?          


_____________________________________________________________________________


Did Israel pass or fail the test?  ____________________________________________________

While God gave them reason to repent, the test revealed to them the condition of their hearts.
DAY TWO


Kings for Israel
Things seemed to go from bad to worse for Israel.  The nation was scattered with no central leadership since Joshua.  What happened next?  

1 Samuel 8:4-9    What did the elders ask of Samuel? _______________________________________

They wanted to be like __________________________________________________________


Who had been rejected from ruling over them? _______________________________________


What did God tell Samuel to do? __________________________________________________

1 Samuel 8:10-16    God warned the people about what they could expect from kings.  Summarize.

_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

Through Moses, God had given Israel rules for kings hundreds of years earlier!  Deut. 17:14-20?  
What specifically would be required of kings over Israel? ____________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________
The united nation would have three kings:  Saul, who was chosen by the people; David who was anointed by God; and his son Solomon.  From 1 Kings 11:1-13, how is Solomon characterized?

____________________________________________________________________________________

What was God's judgment? _____________________________________________________________
DAY THREE

A nation divided;  the Northern Kingdom of Israel

In 932 BC, Israel divided into two nations:  Israel in the north (retained the name), and Judah in the south.  A chart of the kings and prophets for both Israel and Judah is attached.  Let's look at Israel first.
When the kingdom was taken from Solomon's son, the first king of Israel was Jeroboam.  

What do we know about him from 1 Kings 11:28? __________________________________________
What did Jeroboam do to keep the people from worshiping in Jerusalem?  1 Kings 12:26-33


______________________________________________________________________________

The Northern Kingdom would have 19 kings over a period of just over 200 years - 


every one of them evil.  Let's choose just one.
Ahab    1 Kings 16:29-34  
How long did he reign? ________________________________________

His is his reign described in v. 30? _________________________________________________



in v. 33 _________________________________________________________________


Whom did he marry?  ___________________________________________________________


What do we know from 1 Kings 21:25-28? ___________________________________________
What prophet was sent to give God's word to Ahab? _________________________________________

What happened to Ahab?  1 Kings 22:29-40  _______________________________________________

What happened to his wife?  2 Kings 9:29-37 _______________________________________________

Evil kings would continue to reign over Israel.  What happened to Israel as recorded in 2 Kings 17:1-6?


______________________________________________________________________________

Why?  Summarize 2 Kings 17:7-20.  ______________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________

DAY FOUR

A nation divided;  the Southern Kingdom of Judah

Referring to the chart of the Divided Kingdom, we see that Judah also had 19 kings covering almost 350 years.  Every king over Judah was a direct descendant of David and the tribe of Judah.  Some were good and some were evil.  For example . . .
Hezekiah  2 Kings 18:1-6   How old was he when he became king? ____ How long did he reign? _____  


What traits are attributed to him? __________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

2 Kings 18:7-10  How did God bless him? _________________________________________________

When Assyria invaded and captured the northern kingdom, they didn't just stop but threatened Judah as well.  Sennacherib was king of Assyria, and his intention was to capture Judah and Jerusalem as well.  

2 Kings 19:15-20    When Jerusalem was under siege, what did Hezekiah do? _____________________


He defined Sennacherib's actions as ________________________________________________


If the LORD defeated Sennacherib, what would be demonstrated?


_____________________________________________________________________________

2 Kings 19:32-37  How was Jerusalem protected by God? _____________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Manasseh     How did Manasseh become king?  2 Kings 20:21 _________________________________

2 Kings 21:1-16    How old was he when he became king?  ______How long did he reign? __________  

What evil is stated in v. 3?______________________________________________________________

What idolatry did he display in the Temple? v. 4-5, 7 ________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

What other evil did he do? v. 6 __________________________________________________________


v. 9 refers to Manasseh's leadership over the people of God.  Just how much evil did he lead 
them into? ___________________________________________________________________


v. 16 gives an additional indictment: _______________________________________________
According to 2 Chron. 33:10-16?  v. 11 ___________________________________________________


v. 12 _________________________________________________________________________


v. 13 _________________________________________________________________________


v. 15-16 ______________________________________________________________________

The consequences of Manasseh's sins were far reaching.  As the Babylonians came to conquer Judah almost 100 years after Manasseh's reign, what is revealed in 2 Kings 24:1-4?


_____________________________________________________________________________

DAY FIVE


Return of the remnant
The northern kingdom fell to the Assyrians in 722 BC  Those tribes assimilated with the Assyrians and were no longer identifiable as tribes although some of the descendants knew their lineage.  They practiced a religion that reached back to Jeroboam while incorporating some of the Law of Moses.  In NT times they were called Samaritans and loathed by the Jews. 

The southern kingdom of Judah was captured and Solomon's Temple destroyed by Babylon in 586 BC.  According to Jeremiah the prophet, their exile would last for 70 years, and then a remnant would return.  When Babylon was captured by the Medes and Persians, the Persian kings Cyrus, Darius and Artaxerxes were favorable to the Jews, allowing them to return and rebuild the city and the Temple.  There were great problems to be solved.  Leadership went to Ezra, Nehemiah and Zerubbabel.  The next 100 years would see a gradual return to Judah in essentially three phases.
Phase 1, Ezra 1-6



Ezra 6:1-7
What had King Darius decreed? _______________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________


Ezra 6:15-19  
What was the result? ________________________________________________

Phase 2, Ezra 7-10



Ezra 9:1-4
What problem did Ezra encounter? _____________________________________


Ezra 10:3-5
How was this resolved? ______________________________________________




Note the named offenders in Ezra 10:18-44!

Phase 3, Nehemiah 1-13


Neh. 1:3
What was the heartbreaking concern? ___________________________________


Neh. 1:4,  2:3-4, 17  What was Nehemiah's response? __________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________


Neh. 6:15-16  What was the result? _________________________________________________

The Temple had been rebuilt, sacrifices resumed, the wall rebuilt and the people resettled.  Ezra discovered the book of the Law of Moses and read it aloud to the people and recorded for us in 

Neh. 8:1-8.  How did the people react?  Neh. 8:9-10  _________________________________________

Recalling their national history, what conclusion was reached about God?  Neh. 9:17b


______________________________________________________________________________

This revival, repentance and restoration resulted in a covenant agreement.  Neh. 9:38
Neh. 10:28-31
What did they vow?  v 29 __________________________________________________


v. 30 ________________________________________________________________________


v. 31 ________________________________________________________________________

There would be no further word from God until the Word became flesh and dwelled among them.
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