Lesson 15

Joshua, Chapters 23 - 24
Class Notes for May 1, 2018









Joshua's farewell address
Joshua 23:1-5, 9-10

Reminding Israel of what the LORD had done
v. 1  Joshua was old and advanced in years.  He was approaching the end of his life having led Israel into battle after battle as they entered the Promised Land.  Each tribe had received their land allotment, and the Levites had been established in cities throughout the Land.  Have you ever thought about what your last words would be?  Joshua must have carefully chosen his, surely focusing on what would be most important for the future of the nation.

v.  2-5  Once again we see the emphasis and care that is given to including ALL Israel in matters regarding the nation.  Joshua assembled elders and their heads, their judges and their officers from every tribe.  The foundation of their future was what the LORD had accomplished for them.  He had fought for them, driving out the nations that had been defeated.  Also, the remaining nations will be defeated as well, and the LORD will continue to give them victory.

v. 9-10  The extent of their military success is extraordinary.   Their enemies were great and strong nations but unable to stand before them.  Just as the LORD promised, even a few of Israel's men would put to flight many of their enemies because it was the LORD who fought for them and who will continue to fight for them.  Their victories were always dependent on the LORD's grace in giving them the land.   Deut. 3:22, 32:30
The faithfulness of God is demonstrated throughout Scripture.  Just as He says, He will do.  Faithfulness 
means to be trustworthy, true, steadfast, constant, continuing.  It also means to build up and 
support, and to be nurturing.  Here are a few examples:
The LORD loved them and kept the oath which He swore to their forefathers.

Deut. 7:8
He is the faithful God who keeps His covenant and His lovingkindness to a thousandth generation


with those who love Him and keep His commandments.



Deut 7:9
All God's ways are just.  He is a God of faithfulness, righteous and upright.

Deut. 32:4
David describes the LORD's path as lovingkindness and truth to those who keep His


commandments








Psa. 25:10
The LORD's work is done in faithfulness.






Psa. 33:4
David spoke of the LORD's faithfulness to the people.




Psa. 40:10
David wrote music to sing of God's faithfulness and lovingkindness.

       Psa. 89:1, 14, 34
When Solomon dedicated the magnificent Temple constructed to honor the LORD,


he praised the LORD's faithfulness in keeping His covenant through David.      1 King. 8:23-24
God is faithful to provide what is needed for us to endure trials.



1 Cor. 10:13
God is faithful who calls us and will bring entire sanctification for all who are in

Christ at His coming.







       1 Thes. 5:23-24
Even if we are unfaithful, God remains faithful for He cannot deny Himself.

2 Tim. 2:13
Our hope for eternal life lies in God who cannot lie.





Titus 1:2
We approach God's throne, cleansed by Him, with unwavering hope because


He who promised is faithful.







Heb. 10:22-23
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and 


cleanse us from all unrighteousness.






1 John 1:9
Joshua 23:6-8, 11-16

What Israel must do

After reminding the people what God had done for them, Joshua pointed out what was required of them.  The offensive altar constructed by the east Jordan tribes had been seen as an "unfaithful" and rebellious act.  Although they had failed to destroy or drive out the ungodly Canaanites, Israel must be faithful to a faithful God.
v. 6-8
Keep the Law, not turning to the right or to the left.  Not deviating in any way.


Do not associate, be companions, connect in thought or ideas, join in actions or observances, 



or intermarry with the pagan nations who remained in the land.


Drifting away would eventually lead to open idolatry.


Do not name or swear by their gods, serve them or bow down to them.


BUT, cling to the LORD their God as they have already done.

v. 11
Love the LORD their God.
v. 12-13  The consequences of failure to be faithful already had been told them.  

Num. 33:55

The LORD who had brought them victories would not continue to fight for them.


Their enemies would be a constant opponent who would bring about their destruction.

v. 14-15  Joshua's parting remarks reminded Israel of the contrast between God's faithfulness and their


tendency to be unfaithful, evidenced by not ridding the land of the pagan people.   After all, they 
know in their hearts and souls (emotionally and intellectually) that God has been faithful to do all 
He has said, not one thing had failed.
v. 16
A warning!  When (not if) they break their covenant with God, worship false gods and serve 
them, God's anger will cause them to lose the very land that He has given them.  What had 
already been warned by Moses  Deut. 4:25-28   was confirmed through Joshua.

Israel's future will see this come to pass, as they turn away from serving the LORD, corrupt worship and serve idols.  Assyria will take the northern part of the nation into exile in 722 BC with the remainder of the people taken by Babylon in 586 BC.  God's continuing faithfulness is demonstrated in maintaining a remnant of faithful people, some of whom will return to the Jerusalem area and remain in the land fulfilling God's promises for the Messiah who will save His people and establish His kingdom for all eternity.

Joshua 24:1-13

God's historical faithfulness to Israel

Beginning with Abraham, Joshua gives a brief review of God's faithfulness to them beginning with His call to Abraham whose family was serving other gods in a foreign land.  God called Abraham, took him to the land which would be given to his descendants.  Through Isaac and Jacob God kept His covenant  promises to Abraham.  Even slavery in Egypt for Jacob's descendants was part of God's plan.  God sent Moses and brought them out, demonstrating His power in the plagues, protecting them by putting darkness between them and the Egyptians, and parting the Red Sea for Israel but drowning the pursuing Egyptians.  After years in the wilderness, they followed Moses into the land of the Amorites where God gave them victory, protected them from the curses desired by Balak causing Balaam to bless them instead.  As they crossed the Jordan under Joshua's leadership, God brought defeat to Jericho and continued to bring them military success over the inhabitants in the land.  It was not their swords or their bows that brought victory, but God's power.  And the land came to rest from war as they lived on land for which they had not labored, lived in cities they had not built, and ate produce from crops they had not planted.  This is how God had been faithful to His promises for over 600 years!
As we learn about God's faithfulness to Israel, it is appropriate for us to take a few minutes to look at God's faithfulness to all who are His in Christ.  We are saved by His grace through the faith that He gives us.  Eph. 2:8-10      In Romans 5:1-5 the instant benefits of our justification are pointed out.  These benefits  are not deserved nor do we do anything to gain them.
Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have (1) peace with God (2) through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom also we have obtained (3) our introduction by (4) faith into this (5) grace in which we stand; and we (6) exult in (7) hope of the glory of God.  And not only this, but we also exult in our tribulations, (8) knowing that tribulation bring about perseverance; and perseverance, proven character; and proven character hope; and hope does not disappoint because the (9) love of God has been poured out within our hearts through the (10) Holy Spirit who was given to us.
  1.
peace with God
we were formerly enemies




Rom. 5:10
  2.
a mediator

Jesus is our access to and mediator before the Father   
John 14:6
  3.
an advocate

Jesus introduces us into faith and grace


1 John 2:1
  4.
faith


the enabling power of God






we are saved by faith




Eph. 2:8





           given a measure of faith


Rom. 12:3





           live by faith




Rom. 1:17
  5.
grace


God’s sovereign disposition to act for our benefit

Eph. 2:8
  6.
constant joy

we exult in hope





Rom 5:2-3
  7.
hope


that sure expectation of God’s faithfulness






in His glory—the revelation and demonstration of 






all that his true about Him
  8.
new perspective on suffering





God causes all things to work together for our good     
Rom. 8:28





and His glory





tribulation—perseverance—proven character—hope   
Rom. 5:4
  9.
love of God

God loves His Son and all who are in Him

 
John17:26
10.
the Holy Spirit

the constant presence of God to guide, comfort, teach,        
John 14:16-17





empower with spiritual gifts for ministry, . . .          
1 Cor. 12:11
Now each one of us should ask ourselves, how should be we respond to this great demonstration of God's loving kindness toward us?  Certainly with love, gratitude, worship, obedience, sacrifice, and witness to the truth about the person and work of Jesus. 

Joshua 24:14-28

Covenant renewal

v. 14-15   Joshua's farewell command to the people was to fear the LORD.  Joshua has already told them to cling to the LORD and love the LORD.  But what does it mean to "fear" the LORD?  The Hebrew word is #3372, yare and appears 341x.  It means to honor and revere recognizing God's power and position, to stand in awe, to be afraid according to reason and not merely emotion.  A different aspect of fear is evident when told to "fear not" which would connote dread which would not apply to God's people.  To fear God is the beginning of wisdom.  Prov.  9:10     Unbelievers have no fear of God.  

Rom. 3:18    We are to cleanse ourselves from defilement in fear of God.  2 Cor. 7:1   We give thanks and are subject to the LORD in the fear of Christ.  Eph. 5:20:21   Angels command fearing God and giving Him glory.    Rev. 14:7  

Also, Joshua reminded them to serve the LORD in sincerity and truth which would give exclusive service to the LORD by putting away all other gods.  Joshua's command is for them to choose!  Make a conscious, deliberate, lasting commitment.  Joshua goes first with a favorite quote from this book:  As for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.  
v. 16-24  Affirming what God has done for them, the people three time vow that they will serve the LORD, for He is their God.  v. 18,  21, 24.  Joshua warned them of apostasy, that they would not be able to keep their commitment to serve Him, and that they would serve foreign gods.  God is holy and jealous (not sharing His glory with another), and their apostasy would not bring forgiveness but God's goodness toward them would turn to harm.  Just as they are to deliberately choose to serve God, they are to deliberately put away foreign gods.  Their hearts (their affections and core of their being) are to be turned toward the LORD, the God of Israel.

v. 25-28  These vows and commitments were followed by a covenant renewal ceremony. A stone memorial was set up to remind the people of their covenant responsibilities.  Joshua's job was done and he dismissed the people back to the land they had inherited from the LORD.

Joshua 24:29-33

Three graves in the promised land

Joshua, servant of the LORD, died at the age of 110.  He was of the tribe of Ephraim and was buried in 
their land of inheritance in the city which had been given to him.  


A tribute to Joshua's leadership is that Israel was faithful to the LORD during his lifetime and


during the years of the elders who survived him and had experienced all the things the LORD


had done for them,.

Joseph was buried at Shechem in the family burial plot where Abraham and Sarah, Isaac and Rebecca, 
and Jacob and Leah had been buried.  This was according to Joseph's request about 400 years 
earlier when he had died in Egypt.  As a testimony to God's faithfulness to His promise to give 
Canaan to Abraham's descendants, Joseph made his brothers swear that he would be buried in 
the promised land.  His body was probably embalmed (Egyptian practice for royalty and high 
officials) and taken with the people when they left Egypt.   Gen. 50:22-26    Throughout these 
centuries Joseph's request and their vow had been honored even as they wandered in the 
wilderness, crossed the Jordan River, fought battles and settled in the land.
Eleazar, the high priest who had succeeded Aaron, died in the promised land, and he was buried at 
Gibeah.  His son Phinehas became High Priest.  We know of his leadership from the incident at 
Peor   Num. 25:7  and in averting civil war among the tribes.  Josh. 22:31
This is a high point in the history of Israel.  They have witnessed God's power and provision.  He has raised up leaders for them and given them victory, prosperity and everything they need to live faithfully in the land He gave them.  They have the Law, the tabernacle, the priesthood, an inheritance given them by the LORD, covenant promises to guide their worship and obedience.  He will be their God, and they will be His people.  Memorials have been erected to remind future generations of what God has done for them.  God will not fail them, but . . .
1

