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Joshua, Chapter 22

Class Notes for April 24, 2018









Tribes east of the Jordan

As the sons of Israel crossed over the Jordan River to conquer the land, three tribes who had been given territory on the east side of the Jordan River honored their commitment to Moses and 40,000 soldiers equipped for battle went with the others.  When victories were won and the nation was at rest from war, the tribes would have continuing conflict with remaining Canaanites some of whom were destroyed and others put into forced labor.  Every good promise made by the LORD had been kept.  Joshua 21:45  The tribes of the sons of Israel had received their inheritance, and the Levites had been assigned their cities throughout the land.  It was time for the soldiers from the tribes east of the Jordan River to return home.

Joshua 22:1-6

A commendation, a command and a blessing
A promise had been kept.  As Moses led the sons of Israel northward conquering lands east of the Jordan River, two and a half tribes desired to remain there instead of proceeding into Canaan.  Moses granted their request on the condition that they would not forsake the rest of the nation but fight with them until the promised land was secured.  Joshua 1:12-18   Joshua commended the men of Reuben, Gad and the half tribe of Manasseh for their obedience to him and for honoring their commitment to their brothers according to the commandment of the LORD.  It was time for them to return to their land.   

In parting, Joshua commanded them to obey the Law, to love the LORD and walk in all His ways, hold fast to Him and serve Him with all their heart and soul.  This is the essence and foundation for all who serve God.  These standards for righteousness are familiar to Christians.  Jesus taught that the greatest commandment is to love the LORD our God with all our heart, soul and mind.  Matt. 22:37  Those who love Jesus keep His commandments.  John 14:15   The Apostle Paul admonished those who believe to walk in a manner worthy of the God who calls us into His own kingdom and glory.  1 Thes. 2:12,
Col. 1:10
They left with Joshua's blessing.  There are generally four types of biblical blessings.

   -  
When men bless their fellow men . . . .


to express good wishes and pray to God on their behalf, as when Joshua blessed the tribes here

as a prophecy to predict blessings to come



such as Jacob's blessings on his sons and Moses' blessings on the tribes of Israel

   -
When God blesses men it is according to His sovereign power to accomplish those benefits.

            Perhaps the most familiar of God's blessings to Christians are found in Matt. 5:3-12.  

   -
When men bless God they ascribe to Him those characteristics which are His, 


expressing gratitude.
   -
Blessings at meals acknowledge the provision and the grace of God.
Joshua 22:7-8

Special instructions
Both of Joseph's sons, Ephraim and Manasseh, had become large tribes.  Manasseh had split into two parts, with half settling on either side north of the Jordan River.  East Manasseh had fought with their brothers to conquer Canaan and had gained significant riches as a result of the completed conquest.  Following Joshua's blessing for them, he instructed them to divide these spoils with their brothers.  The emphasis here is on the unity of the tribes east and west of the River, an issue which will soon become a crisis.  Throughout Joshua's leadership great efforts have been made to include all the tribes in every progression of their entrance into and conquest of the promised land.  All Israel was included and every tribe represented at every juncture and major decision, and their total commitment to the LORD's commands was consistent.  Unity is foundational for God's people, especially in the church.   Eph 4:1-6
Joshua 22:9-31
An offense and the threat of civil war!
v. 9-10  
From these verses we learn that the preceding events had occurred at Shiloh, at the Tabernacle, before the LORD.  As the soldiers from the tribes of Reuben, Gad and half of Manasseh departed Canaan for Gilead, they stopped  before crossing the Jordan River and built a large altar.  An altar is for sacrifices to the LORD, for worship.  
God's people often built altars in a new location or for designating a place for worship.  God gave special instructions concerning altars that they be made of uncut stones, eliminating the possibility of carved or graven images.  The first mention in Scripture of an altar is when Noah sacrificed burnt offerings following the flood.  Abraham built altars for worship at Shechem, Bethel and on Mt. Moriah.  Isaac built an altar at Beersheba where the LORD had appeared to him.  Jacob built altars at Shechem and Bethel, and Moses built an altar at Rephedim following victory over the Amalekites.  An altar had been erected at Mt. Ebal as Joshua and the sons of Israel worshiped following their first victories in the land and according to the LORD's commands through Moses.  There are two altars in the Tabernacle:  the bronze altar in the courtyard for burnt offerings, and the incense altar before the veil in the Holy Place for burning incense.  It is undeniable that altars are for worship.
So what is the problem here?  The problem is a violation of what the LORD had commanded through Moses concerning where He was to be worshiped in the land.  Deut. 12:1-14  And the place was at the Tabernacle!      Later to be the Temple in Jerusalem.  
v. 11-14
When word of this altar spread throughout the tribes of the sons of Israel, there was an immediate reaction.  All the tribes gathered at Shiloh, at the Tabernacle, to go against the offending tribes.  Civil war was imminent.  A delegation of ten chiefs representing all the tribes west of the Jordan River was formed, led by Phinehas the son of Eleazar, and they set out to confront Reuben, Gad and the half tribe of Manasseh.
v. 15-20
Why so drastic a reaction?  Here is the indictment:

   -
the delegation represents the whole congregation of the LORD



(by implication excluding the offenders)

   -
building this altar amounted to unfaithfulness and rebellion against the LORD
   -
this  act of rebellion and would cause God to be angry with all of them
   -
God would bring judgment against the entire nation

        two examples:
At Peor idolatry and immorality of some of them had sinned and





brought judgment;   24,000 died

 
Num. 25:1-9





It was Phinehas who intervened and the plague stopped.




Achan's sin brought defeat to the nation at Ai and






he did not perish alone but others also died

Josh. 7:16-26
   -
the altar at the Tabernacle is the true and only altar

   -
 if their land in Gilead is unclean,  they should cross over and live west of the Jordan



where they can bring sacrifices to the true altar

   -
 but, they must repent immediately

v. 21-23
The first defense:   an appeal to the LORD's judgment
Reuben, Gad and the half tribe of Manasseh responded that God knew their intentions.  If they had acted rebelliously or unfaithfully, they did not ask to be spared.  If they had indeed built the altar for sacrifices and to turn away from true worship, the LORD Himself would bring judgment.  In other words, it was for God to judge them, not the other tribes, consistent with the two examples cited.
v. 24-29
The second defense:   their true motives
In their defense, the tribes of Reuben and Gad expressed concern that the Jordan River created a divide that could have future consequences.  By placing the altar on the west side of the River, they were creating a connection between both sides as a testimony or witness of their commitment to the LORD.  Recognizing that an alternative altar to the one at the Tabernacle would be rebellion against the LORD, they contended that future generations would see this altar and know that it had been built by the eastern tribes not as a place of worship or offering sacrifices but  as a testimony to their faithfulness.   Notable here is that the half tribe of Manasseh is not included in this argument.  Perhaps that is because it is the northernmost half  tribe on the east side and would not be as geographically separated from the other tribes.  Also, descendants of Manasseh have land on both sides of the Jordan River giving them a stronger connection.  
v. 29-31
The verdict:   civil war averted

The delegation from Shiloh headed by Phinehas was pleased with this explanation, recognized that no unfaithful act had been committed, and they were confident that the LORD would not bring judgment against the entire nation.

Joshua 22:32-34
Peace and a memorial
When Phinehas and the delegation returned, their report was pleasing to the sons of Israel who blessed God for the peaceful outcome.  All talk of war against Reuben and Gad was over, and the unity of the nation was preserved.  The offensive altar was formally named "Witness" of their agreement that the LORD is God for all the tribes.

==================================

Some observations from this lesson:

The necessity of unity.  While the visible church is shattered into thousands of denominations throughout the world with little agreement about anything, those who are truly saved (the invisible church) are united in love, peace and hope.  There is one body, one Spirit, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all.  Eph. 4:1-6
The purity of worship.  We worship in Spirit and in truth, not merely an intellectual or emotional experience.   Christians worship individually and congregationally.  Worship is not to be polluted or adulterated by the values and practices of the unbelieving world.  Worship is God centered, Spirit filled, and focused on Jesus.  Worship includes a reverent awareness of the presence of God, preaching and exegesis of Scripture, prayer and praise.  Hymns are sung, souls are searched, confessions are made, and repentance is sincere.  The sacraments are faithfully observed.  Worship is pure, appealing to our highest nature and ideals with the purpose of glorifying God and conforming those who are in Christ to the image of Christ.
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