Lesson 13

Joshua, Chapters 20 - 21
Homework for April 17, 2018









Cities for the Levites

Last week we had an introduction to Levi and his descendants.  Levi was the third son of Jacob and Leah.  Four generations later as the sons of Israel left Egypt with Moses, the LORD had set aside the first male offspring for Himself.  The animals were to be sacrificed but Israel's sons could be redeemed.  Later the LORD designated the Levites in place of all the firstborn males, entrusting to them the care and administration of holy things.  

DAY ONE


Prophetic blessings for Levi and his descendants
As Jacob's sons grew to manhood, an incident involving Levi's younger sister Dinah would influence Jacob's blessing for him.  From Gen. 34:1-31 . . . . . 
As these events begin, what is Dinah doing? _______________________________________________

What would have  made her vulnerable? ___________________________________________________

What happened? _____________________ Who was the culprit? _______________________________

What did he desire afterward? ___________________________________________________________

How did Dinah's brothers react?  v. 7 _____________________________________________________

What was Hamor's larger agenda?  v. 9-10 _________________________________________________

What was the counter offer from Jacob's sons?  v. 13-17 ______________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

Why was this acceptable to Hamor and Shechem?  v. 20-23 ___________________________________

Simeon and Levi plotted to take revenge.  According to v. 25, for what had they waited?

_____________________________________________________________________________

What did Simeon and Levi do?  v. 25-29  __________________________________________________

What was Jacob's reaction? _____________________________________________________________

What was Simeon's and Levi's defense? ___________________________________________________

Because of this event, what was the main point of Jacob's  blessing?   Gen. 49:5-7


______________________________________________________________________________

Four generations later, Moses' blessing focused on the priestly duties of Levi's descendants.
DAY TWO


Tabernacle service
Review the chart of Priests and Levites from the class notes for Lesson 7.
All the Levites served the LORD in the administration of sacred things, but they were not all priests 

who offered sacrifices in the Tabernacle.  That designation was reserved for Aaron and his direct descendants.  When Levites of Korah's family desired priestly duties, there was a serious incident.  
From Numbers 16:1-50
v. 1-3
What was Korah's complaint? _____________________________________________________

v. 8-11  How did Moses' view their request? ________________________________________________

v. 16-19  Where did the confrontation take place? ___________________________________________

v. 31-33  What was God's judgment against Korah? __________________________________________

v. 41  How did the rest of Israel react to this? _______________________________________________

v. 44-50  What was God's judgment against the rebellious Israelites? ____________________________


How did Moses react? ___________________________________________________________

How many of Korah's family died?  v. 2, 33 ________________________________________________
How many rebellious of Israel died?  v. 49 _________________________________________________

Continuing in Numbers 17:1-10, how did the LORD confirm to Israel the special role for Aaron?


____________________________________________________________________________

The LORD was very specific about how and what offerings and sacrifices were to be made.  Nadab and Abihu were Aaron's oldest sons and next in line for the High Priesthood.  According to Lev. 10:1-2, what did they do wrong? ______________________________________________________________

What was God's judgment against them? __________________________________________________

DAY THREE

The Feasts to be observed

Among the responsibilities of the Levites was to administer the religious practices commanded by the LORD.  Among these were three annual festivals or feasts which required all men of Israel to gather and observe them at the place the LORD chose, the Tabernacle site or later at the Temple in Jerusalem.
Name them from  Ex. 23:14-17 _________________, _________________ and ___________________
The first one occurred in March/April and had three events.  

Lev. 23:5, Ex. 12:1-14 __________________________________________________  


Ex. 12:14-20,  Lev. 23:6-8_______________________________________________


Lev. 23:9-14__________________________________________________________

The second was observed in May/June:


Lev. 23:15-21 ______ __________________________________________________

The third was held in September/October:


Lev. 23:33-36,  Num. 29:1-6 ______________________________________________      
A study of these Feasts of Israel would require a lot of time.  A quick overview here will help us to understand the role of the Levites in Israel.  A chart is attached which also shows the Messianic prophecies of each feast.  Excuse my handwritten notes.

DAY FOUR

Joshua 20:1-9

Cities of Refuge

There was a purpose for scattering the Levites throughout the land.  They were to serve all the people, not only where the Tabernacle was located or in Jerusalem when the Temple will be built.  Part of their responsibilities was to establish cities of refuge or asylum.  

v. 1-5  
What is their primary purpose? ___________________________________________________



______________________________________________________________________

v. 6
How long could the offender remain there? __________________________________________


What must he do then? _________________________________________________________

v. 7-8  
Name the cities designated for refuge and note their location on the attached map:

_______________________        _______________________
   _____________________


_______________________        _______________________
   _____________________

What do you notice about their location in the land? _________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________
DAY FIVE


Joshua 21:1-45
Levitical cities by tribe

v. 1-3 
How were the cities for Levites determined? _________________________________________

v. 4-8  What do you notice about how the cities were distributed?    Refer to a map of land by tribe.

______________________________________________________________________________

v. 13   
What special assignment was given here? ____________________________________________

Specific cities are named for each family in verses 9-40.  How many total?  v. 41 __________________

What was included with each city?  v. 41-42 _______________________________________________

What conclusion is made in v. 43-45? _____________________________________________________
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