Lesson 12

Joshua, Chapters 13-19

Class Notes for April 10, 2018









Dividing the Land
As we completed our last lesson, the land was at rest from war.  Conflicts would continue, however, and there was much work to be done as Israel settled the territories acquired.  Many of the Canaanites remained, and Israel would be susceptible to pagan practices and influence.  Moses had warned the nation that if the Canaanites were not driven out, they would become as pricks in their eyes and thorns in their sides, troubling them.  Num. 33:55    The next thousand years will witness many changes in the land as successive generations turn from the LORD to idols and to follow their own desires, when they forget His commandments,  their own covenant promises, and their leadership becomes corrupt and evil.  Even during these times, there would be those who would come forward to serve God faithfully, and God would send prophets to warn them of the consequences of disobedience.  But any widespread repentance was only temporary.  The people did not turn back to God, resulting in their exile from the land, just as He had warned.  Deut. 4:25-28 
There are some principles which apply to us which are worth highlighting.  First, there is always strong opposition to God's people.  Throughout history and even today, there is open hostility, persecution, mockery and ridicule, doubt and denial of the truths revealed by God through Scripture, Jesus and the work of the Holy Spirit.  Spiritual warfare is intense because the world (all that is in opposition to God) hates believers.  The rate of martyrdom for Christ is increasing.  The church is adulterated by doctrines of false teachers and members who are not truly saved, and the visible church is headed toward apostasy.  However, the true church will prevail, and victory is assured.  God's  kingdom will be established, and Jesus will reign as King of kings and Lord of lords in His eternal kingdom.  Hallelujah!  
But, continuing with our study of Joshua . . .

Joshua 13:1-33

Dividing the land.  Getting started.

Joshua led Israel until his death at the age of 110.  His age when Israel crossed the Jordan River is not given in Scripture, and Bible historians differ on whether the time between this event and Joshua's death ranging from 15 to 30 years.  Scripture does tell us, however, that Joshua is old and advanced in years when the LORD instructed him to give Israel's tribes their inheritance in the land.  Much information is available on the location and history of the individual cities named in each region, but not all of them are identifiable.  While these details are important and confirm the accuracy of the recorded history, we will focus on general areas and the tribes who will settle there.

Verses 2 through 6a identify territory on the west side of the Jordan River yet to be controlled by Israel.  
However, this is not to prevent Joshua from including those places in the distribution to be made 
because the LORD will drive out the Canaanites from these places.  13:6b   
 Verses 8-13  review the lands given by Moses to the two and 1/2 tribes who settled on the east side of 
the Jordan River (Reuben, Gad and East Manasseh) but noting in v. 13 that the Geshurites and 
Maacathites had not been driven out but remained in their land.  

Verses 15-23  give the cities and villages allotted to Reuben with a special notation that it was this 
territory that witnessed Balaam's death.  
Verses 24-28  list the cities and territory given to Gad.

Verses 29-31  give the territory given to East Manasseh.

Joshua 13:14 and 33

Special inheritance for the Levites

While the land is being assigned to the tribes, special note is made concerning why the Levites are left out.  They will not be allotted a particular territory, but their inheritance is tied to their role serving the LORD and all the people.  To better understand this exception, some review is necessary since it began as Israel left Egypt.  When the final plague was brought on Egypt and the first offspring of every womb was killed,  the LORD passed over Israel preserving them under the sign of the blood of the lamb.  The LORD claimed the first offsprings sanctified or made holy for Him.  Animals were to be sacrificed, and children (firstborn males) were to be redeemed (ransomed or bought back).  Ex. 13:2, 11-13  This applied to all the people until the LORD specified that He would unify the priesthood and designate the Levites as the sanctified tribe.  To support the Levites all the other tribes would pay a ransom in sanctuary shekels to redeem their own firstborns.  Num. 3:44-51   Subsequently, the Levites and their responsibilities for service in the Tabernacle/Temple were to be supported by a tithe assessed to all the tribes.  Num. 18:25-30     The priests were also given portions of the sacrificial animals and foods.  
Num. 18:8-14    Their duties were to teach and enforce Law as well as to preserve it for future generations.  The Book of Leviticus details how the Levites are to fulfill their priestly call.  The priests served from 25 to 50 years of age.  At the time of Joshua, they numbered around 23,000.  The Levites would be given cities scattered throughout the land with their pasture lands for livestock.  Josh. 14:4  More on that next week!
Joshua 14:1-5


The authority and process for distribution

While Moses had allotted the lands east of the Jordan River, the tribes on the west side would receive their portions determined by Joshua, Eleazar the High Priest, and one man who headed each tribe,  just as the LORD had instructed Moses.  Num. 34:16-29   This would begin at Gilgal.  The process involved the casting of lots using the Urim and Thummim which were stones kept in the breastplate of the High Priest.  Not much is known about this process but it was done as an appeal to the LORD for guidance in making decisions.  There are several other instances where casting lots was utilized including 

choosing the scapegoat on Day of Atonement
Lev 16:8, 10


identifying one who broke the ban


Josh. 7:14


devising strategy




Esther 3:7; 9:24-27


settling doubtful questions



Prov. 16:33, 18:18


appointment to Temple service


Luke 1:9

While this may seem unreliable to us, it is important to remember that God is sovereign over lots, too.  Therefore, the land was not divided by human decision.  The Levites' portion would include cities on both sides of the Jordan River, although Moses had not made those specific designations to the Levites  when assigning land on the east side of the River.
Joshua 14:6-15

Special request from Caleb

The first assignment would go to the tribe of Judah.  Caleb belonged to this tribe, and he approached Joshua with a special request:  he wanted the hill which included the city of Hebron where the ancestral cemetery was located.  His plea was based on his faithfulness 45 years earlier as a spy sent by Moses when Caleb had followed the LORD fully.  At 85 years of age, Caleb contends that he is still strong and able to lead his people in battle to gain and maintain control of the land in spite of its fortified cities and giants.  Hebron had previously been known as Kiriath-arba (city of Arba) because Arba was the greatest man among the giant Anakim.  Joshua blessed Caleb and granted his request.
Joshua 15:1-63

Judah's inheritance

This chapter gives a detailed list of the cities and territory allotted to the tribe of Judah many of which can no longer be identified.  The size of the area attests to the importance of this tribe and its future in the land through King David and the promised Messiah.  Judah's allotment was bordered by the southern tip of the Dead Sea, to the brook of Egypt (the Nile or a tributary),  and north along the Mediterranean coastline.  A specific portion had already been assigned to Caleb, but he had difficulty recapturing the city of Debir.  As incentive to his men, Caleb promised his daughter as wife to the one who could accomplish this victory.  Caleb's younger brother, Othniel, later a judge in Israel, was successful and claimed Achsah as his wife.  Caleb's daughter had received land in the dessert, and she approached Caleb to ask for a special blessing.  She wanted access to water, and Caleb granted her request.  This, of course, was an arranged marriage, and perhaps this represented her dowry.  v. 15-19   The city of Jerusalem was not yet conquered and remained in the possession of the Jebusites.  v. 63  
Joshua 16:1-10

Ephraim's inheritance

Joshua was from the tribe of Ephraim, Joseph's second son.  Ephraim's inheritance was determined by the blessing of Jacob.  Two things are noteworthy about Ephraim's land:  they also got cities inside the apportionment given to Manasseh,  and they did not drive out the inhabitants of Gezer but made them forced labor   v. 9-10
Joshua 17:1-13

West Manasseh's inheritance

Specific allotments were given to Manasseh's sons, but one of the families, Zelophehad, had only daughters.  As the land was being assigned, the five sisters came to Joshua, Eleazar and the tribal leaders asking for an equal portion among their father's brothers. Moses had earlier made this concession according to the LORD's command.  Num. 27:1-11    And it was granted at a time in history when women did not usually inherit directly.  Manasseh also had towns in the area assigned to Issachar and Asher.  v. 11  It is also noted that Canaanites who lived in Manasseh's portion could not be driven out but were put into forced labor.  v. 12-13
Joshua 17:14-18

Lodging a complaint

Both Ephraim and Manasseh were large tribes, and they wanted more land.  Joshua replied that they could go to the forested valley and claim it for themselves, not involving the entire nation.  They argued that there were giants with iron chariots who would be too strong for them.  Joshua's reply was to assure them that they were strong enough to claim that land.  There is a notable contrast here between their reluctance and the faith and courage expressed by Caleb.
Joshua 18:1 - 19:51

Land for the remaining tribes

18:1-10   At this point the tabernacle had been moved to Shiloh where the last seven tribes would receive their inheritance.  Each tribe was to provide three men to survey the remaining land which would be divided among them as Joshua cast lots before the LORD.   
18:11-28    The borders and cities given to the tribe of Benjamin, including Jerusalem.
19:1-9
       Simeon received 26 cities inside the territory given to Judah.  No borders specified.
19:10-16     Zebulun's borders are given as well as names of 12 cities.

19:17-23     Issachar's borders included 16 cities. 19:24-3  Asher's territory of 22 cities included Tyre.

19:32-39     Naphtali's inheritance included 19 cities.

19:40-48     Dan's portion included several cities.  They captured Leshem and renamed it Dan.

19:49-51     The nation gave Joshua a special place in Ephraim where he built a city and settled in it.
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