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Joshua, Chapter 10:29-12:24
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Battles won
Israel had gained a strong foothold in Canaan establishing camp at Gilgal and capturing Jericho and Ai.  An ill-advised covenant with the Gibeonites obligated Joshua to defend Gibeon when they were attacked by the armies of five Canaanite kings. The spectacular battle fought at Gibeon and the valley of Aijalon was won by the valor and courage of the Israelites and the LORD's sending hailstones to kill many of their enemies.  Also, in response to Joshua's prayer, the sun and moon stood still to provide additional daylight hours until this battle was won.  When the five kings took refuge in a cave, they were imprisoned there and later publicly humiliated and executed as an example of what lay ahead for Israel's enemies.  Israel next turned toward Makkedah which was destroyed, its king executed and no survivors were left.
Joshua 10:29-43
Conquests following Gibeon and Makkedah
Some of the cities conquered next belonged to the coalition mentioned in the battle to defend Gibeon.  Although their armies had suffered defeat and their kings killed, not all of the cities had been taken.  Some, particularly Jerusalem, are not mentioned again during this southern Canaan campaign.  As Joshua led Israel south and then north, he must have recalled Moses' admonition that the LORD would drive out the Canaanites little by little, over time and not in a single year, so that the land would not become desolate and the beasts of the field become too numerous for them.  Ex. 23:27-30
v. 29-30    All Israel came against Libnah, emphasizing participation of the entire nation.  Earlier Joshua had engaged a specific number of troops, but the unity of Israel is stressed throughout this book.   Another recurring theme is that while Joshua and Israel warred against their enemies, it was the LORD who gave them victory.  The pattern and extent of conquest is also repeated:  every person was killed, no survivors remained, and the king was executed.  Libnah would later be occupied as a Levitical city.

v. 31-33  Continuing southward, Joshua came next to Lachish which was besieged and taken on the second day.  Its king had been executed earlier.  Josh. 10:23  When Horam, king of Gezer, came to Lachish' aid, he too was defeated and his people slain until there was no survivor, but there is no reference to the capture of Horam's city.

v. 34-35  Next Israel camped by Eglon and fought against it.  Its king had also been previously executed, and now every person of the city was destroyed.

v. 36-37  The city of Hebron lay ahead and was located about 19 miles south-southwest of Jerusalem. It had joined with the other kings against Gibeon and its king had also been killed.  This was a place of special significance to Israel.  Abraham had built an altar for worship at Hebron  Gen. 13:18   and he had lived there for some time.  A designation for Abraham and his descendants is connected to this place as they were called Hebrews.  Gen. 14:23   At Hebron Abraham had purchased a plot of land from Ephron the Hittite for a family burial place.  It was the only property that Abraham would ever own in the Promised Land.  There were buried Abraham and Sarah, Isaac and Rebekah, and Jacob and Leah.  Today the place of Abraham's grave is revered by Jews, Christians and Muslims alike.  Hebron and all of its cities were conquered by Israel, its new king was killed, it was utterly destroyed, and every person killed.  Although these battles are summarized in short fashion, the fact that Hebron had a new king indicates that enough time had passed for Hebron to replace the king killed earlier.  Josh. 10:23
v. 38-39     Debir was next.  It lay 11 miles southwest of Hebron and was strategically located between the Negev (dry area in southern Judah) and the Shephelah (lowlands east of Philistia).  Although victory was won, Debir and Hebron would have to be recaptured later in Israel's history.    Josh. 14:6-15; 

15:15-27;  Judges 1:10-13    At Debir the pattern of destruction of experienced at Hebron and Libnah continued.
v. 40-43   A summary and interim conclusion of the southern campaign.  The military conquests begun in Josh. 9:1 had come to a close.  A combination of Canaanite forces ready to defend against the advancing armies of Israel had been utterly defeated.  The boundaries now controlled by Israel included  the hill country, the southland, the lowland, and the slopes.  A secondary description names Kadesh-barnea (an earlier site of Moses' camp in southern Canaan when he sent out spies  Num. 32:6-8) , as far as Gaza, all of Goshen (toward Egypt), and Gibeon.  All the kings were captured during this one campaign because the LORD fought for Israel.  However, conquest of all the cities was not final in all respects, but enough had been accomplished to pause and reflect on the very substantial progress that had been made.  Joshua and all Israel returned to Gilgal.
It is reasonable to assume that as these territories were conquered and its inhabitants destroyed, that Israel would have in some way occupied the land in order to retain control.  Although any action in this regard has not been given so far, Israel is certainly populous enough to have its people move into these places and the army is large enough for Joshua to leave a defending military to guard them.  Specific allotments of land for each tribe would be made later.
Joshua 11:1-15
The northern campaign

News of Israel's success had spread northward, and the kings of the northern lands are determined to resist.  Jabin, king of Hazor, sent word throughout the land for kings and their armies to gather at Merom with their horses and chariots to fight against Israel.  Hazor was a prominent city on a primary trade route and was recognized as head of all the lesser kingdoms.   It was situated on a hill covering about 30 acres and included a rectangular enclosure northward of about 175 acres.  It had a large deep underground water source.  It would have been expected that Jabin would take a leadership role.  The assembled armies were as numerous as the sand.
The LORD was not taken by surprise, of course.  He encouraged Joshua to not fear because within 24 hours the LORD would deliver all of the enemy killed, their horses hamstrung making them useless for future battles, and the chariots burned.  Because of the short time period, it seems that Israel had already moved north.  The northern armies of Canaan were attacked where they had assembled.  Survivors of the initial battle fled but were pursued and killed.

Hazor received special attention.  The city was captured, Jabin and all the inhabitants were killed.  No one was left alive, and the city was burned.  Israel would settle on the site, and in the future the city would be rebuilt and destroyed several times.

Further details are given in v. 12-15.  The harem or curse against Israel's defeated enemies was applied in different degrees.  Jericho had a complete curse which included killing the cattle.  In Ai, Israel was allowed to keep the cattle.  While Hazor was treated severely, other cities were somewhat spared.  Hazor was burned but no curse was put on it as at Jericho.  Application of this curse is linked specifically to the LORD's instructions through Moses.  Here Joshua's faithfulness is once more recorded:  Joshua left nothing undone of all that the LORD had commanded Moses.
Joshua 11:16-23
Enemy land occupied

v. 16-20   The war took a long time, but that was intentioned in the LORD's plan for Israel.  The enemy would not be driven out even in a single year, but little by little.  Rapid conquest and destruction would leave the land untended and unprotected.  A slower rate of possession would keep the land fruitful and establish the boundaries.  Ex. 23:27-29  Bible historians do not agree on how much time the total conquest took, but it seems to have been about seven years.  All the kings of Canaan were killed with the exception of the Hivites of Gibeon whose lives were spared but their freedom was lost.  The LORD had hardened the hearts of the Canaanites to not seek peace but to engage Israel in battle.  Their hostility would result in their destruction, for no other peace treaties would be made.
v. 21-22  These verses describe Joshua's battles against the descendants of Anak fathered a race of giants called Anakim.  They were a terror to the children of Israel, making them feel like grasshoppers by comparison.    Num. 13:22, 28     But the Anakim were driven out by Israel.  These giants are also called Nephilim, Rephaim, Emim, and Zamzummim.  They were found throughout the region.  Og, king of Bashan, had a bed measuring 13 x 6 feet!  Deut. 3:11   Then there was Goliath who was over nine feet tall.  1 Sam. 17:4
v. 23   gives a summary statement of the end of conflict for the promised land.  The whole land which the LORD spoke to Moses had been conquered.  The end of conflict is described here as rest from war.  Yet we know that conflicts have continued throughout Israel's history.  David was a man of war, and there is violence in Israel even today.  So, Joshua's rest cannot be the rest which is promised to all who are in Christ.  The sons of Israel who rebelled against God in the wilderness were denied His rest. 
 Heb. 3:7-11  Those who do not belong to God have no rest for all eternity.  Rev. 14:9-12   While those who are saved are in spiritual warfare   Eph. 6:10-17, Jesus invites us into His rest for our souls.  Matt.11:28-30      Peter assures believers that we can cast all our anxieties on Jesus because He cares for us.  1 Pet. 5:7    Heb. 3:17 - 4:11 assures believers of an eternal rest.  
The next assignment for Joshua will be to divide the land among the divisions and tribes of Israel.  This had to be done according to the blessings given to each one by Jacob and by Moses - no small task.
Joshua 12:1-24
Enemy leaders overcome

v. 1-6   recall the victories and distribution of  land made by Moses on the east side of the Jordan River.
v. 7-24  list the victories under the leadership of Joshua.

Israel's enemies, who had banded together with hostile intent and significant power, had been unable to stand before Israel and their God.  To live faithfully in the land, the idolatry and pagan practices had to be purged.  Ex. 34:11-17, Deut. 7:2-6    Although Joshua's actions may seem severe, he is carrying out the LORD's commands while honoring the covenants (though inadvisably made) with Rahab and the Gibeonites.  The total number of kings is this listing is 31.  Throughout the accounts of Israel's actions of courage and determination in Canaan, it has been evident that their success was due to the LORD's giving them the land.  The LORD is with them and blesses them, He gives them wisdom and direction, and He executes miracles on their behalf.  They are His people, a kingdom of priests to Him, and He will be their God in the land where He chooses to make His name great.
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PROPHETIC   BLESSINGS   FOR   THE   TRIBES


Insights concerning     Jacob's blessings are listed first, and Moses' blessing are in italics.




Following comments are from various sources.

Reuben   "see a son"
Although firstborn, Reuben was not to have preeminence in Israel.  The birthright was transferred to Joseph.  1 Chron. 5:1-2     The cause was Reuben's incest with Bilhah.     Gen. 35:22       As a result, the tribe became isolated in the southern sector.  Josh. 13:15-23.  The tribe did prosper later during Saul's reign but was among the first to be invaded and carried captive by Assyria in 733 BC.       1 Chron. 5:6, 26


Reuben would diminish in numbers, most notably during the reign of Saul.

Reuben showed some leadership in showing mercy to Joseph and sparing his life.  Gen. 37:21-29    In Egypt, he was entrusted with Joseph's message to Jacob to send Benjamin and offered his two sons as surety for his return.  Gen. 42: 22, 37  Reuben, while unpredictable, seems to have been generous and not crafty or cruel.  He was "uncontrolled as water".  The tribe kept their word to help the other tribes conquer Canaan.  At other times they seemed indecisive and failed to give assistance.

Simeon    "hearing"  To be scattered in Israel due to their violence and treachery against Shechem  Gen. 34:25-30.  Even with censured by Jacob, they remained belligerent.  Simeon's dropped from 59,000 in the first census to 22,000 in the second census and is omitted from Moses' blessings.  Simeon had no tribal land of their own but lived as a subgroup within the tribe of Judah, and some later scattered among the northern tribes.


Simeon is not mentioned in Moses'  blessings.
When the second census was taken, Simeon ranked lowest among the tribes.  Num. 26:14      Simeon's inheritance in the land was within Judah's and consisted of 18 or 19 cities with their villages spread around the well of Beer-sheba.  Simeon retained its inheritance with the help of Judah.   Judges 1:3, 17

Renown as shepherds, they often migrated in search of pastureland.

Levi
"joining"
Levi  received no land inheritance in Israel but was scattered among 48 Levitical cities of other tribes.  They also had responsibility for the cities of refuge.  Their curse, though still fulfilled, had been converted to a blessing by Levi's faithfulness while in the wilderness.  Ex. 32:28


Levites were to minister in the sanctuary, despite all enemies that rise up against them.  

There were three families among the Levites:  Kohath (some were Aaronites and distinguished as priests), Gershon, and Merari.  They all had responsibilities for operation, maintenance and relocation of the Tabernacle and later the Temple.  Levites did not inherit land but cities with their fields which were scattered throughout Israel.  They had authority over the six Cities of Refuge.  When the kingdom divided after Solomon's death, Jeroboam established a new system of worship in the northern kingdom which included priests whom he appointed.  1 Kings 12:25-33, 13:33   At that time, most of the Levites relocated to the southern kingdom of Judah where worship was conducted at the Temple in Jerusalem.  Notable descendants include Ezra, Ezekiel, John the Baptist and Barnabas.

Judah  "may he" (be praised)
Judah prevailed over the other tribes and the national leader came from him through David.  Judah, as a lion, would have victory over enemies, and David had vast military success.  The "scepter" would remain until "Shiloh" came, a reference to the King who would rule the eternal kingdom including the future kingdom of God on earth.  After Saul, who was of the tribe of Benjamin, David through Solomon and for the southern kingdom of Judah were direct descendants of David and the tribe of Judah.  Judah will prosper from the land.


Judah is to be victorious in battles "bringing him back to his people."  Fulfillment of this 
blessing would be evident in David's military success.  While Saul was Israel's first king, he was 
chosen by the people.  God chose David and Solomon to rule over united Israel, and David's  
descendants would rule over Judah.  God's covenant with David ensured a King to rule in God's 
eternal kingdom.    2 Sam. 7:12-13

During the rule of the judges, Judah maintained some independence from the other tribes.  While they acquiesced to Saul, a Benjamite, as Israel's first king, Judah made only a small contribution to the army when Saul fought against Amalek.  1 Sam. 15:4  From David and Solomon through the divided kingdom, all the subsequent kings of Judah were direct descendants of David.   Judah's rule was marked by prosperity, but also wars and rebellion.  They warred against Egypt and Syria, and were finally overtaken by Babylon.  Although there was a return of a remnant, Judah was not reestablished as an independent nation until 1948 AD.    It was through Judah that the King of kings would come.  Descendants include Caleb, Amos, Micah, Isaiah and Zephaniah.

Dan 
"judge"
Some of his judgments may be like a dangerous snake.  God would encourage this tribe about sustaining their tribal status since they were badly pushed back from their coastal lands after the death of Joshua.  Judges 1:34  Danites were vicious warriors against Laish.  Samson was a Danite.

Compared to a leaping lion.

Dan was among the last to receive their inheritance.  Although the area was small, it had great natural advantages, was fertile, and had access to a seaport to allow for fishing and commerce.  Amos 8:14 identifies the Danites as idolaters.

Naphtali   "my wrestling"
A deer let loose, producing branched antlers, may indicate swiftly moving warriors as seen in future battles as in Judges 4:6, 10: 5:15 under Barak.

Received Galilee as their inheritance.

Naphtali was often assaulted by the surrounding pagans.  Barak was a great hero of this tribe.  2 Kings 15:29  Little else is known of this tribe, but their land became known as Galilee and more important than it had ever been before.  Galilee was the place of Jesus' home town and where He began His ministry.

Gad
"good  fortune"
Located in central Gilead on the east side of the Jordan River, Gad was vulnerable to attack from the eastern desert and from Ammon.  However, they were able to strike back when set upon by troops.

Gad is described as fierce as a lion, to march at the head of the tribes and execute the 
righteousness of Yahweh.  Gad marched first as Israel entered the land, Josh 1:14, 4;12 just as 
promised in Num. 32:17, 21, 32.  Gad led the original request for the tribes that settled on the 
east side of the Jordan River.

The Gadites were a warlike tribe, and bravely helped Israel in conquest of Canaan as well as nobly defending their own land.  One of their greatest victories was over the descendants of Ishmael from whom they took great spoils.  1 Chron. 5;18-22  Ish-bosheth reigned here  2 Sam. 2:8 until his assassination.  Gadite chiefs supported David and offered David refuge when he was forced to flee Jerusalem.  2 Sam. 17:24-29  As part of the northern kingdom, Gad would have been ravaged by many wars between Syria and Israel.  

Asher
     "happiness"
Located on the coast north of Carmel, Asher possessed a rich land and would produce fine food, in abundance as "dipping his foot in oil" from the olives.

To dip his foot in oil meant to be secure and prosperous.

The richness of the soil and the tribes' proximity to the Phoenicians may have contributed to its degeneracy. Judges 1:31, 5:37  During the reign of David, the tribe was so insignificant that it was omitted from the list of chief rulers.  1 Chron. 27:16-22.  Asher and Simeon are the only tribes west of the Jordan that did not furnish a judge or hero.  Anna, from this tribe and a prophetess and godly woman, recognized the infant Jesus as the Messiah.  Luke 2:36-38

Issachar    "he will bring reward"    Issachar was to toil and serve.  Its territory in fertile Esdraelon, East of Zebulun, would eventually be controlled by Manasseh.

Issachar, along with Zebulun, were to enjoy abundance from the seas and the sand, making them able to offer grateful sacrifices to God.

Issachar's forced labor was evident in later history as they paid tribute to various marauding tribes attracted to its territory by the richness of the crops.  During David's time Issachar was known for its wisdom who understood the times and knew what Israel should do.  1 Chron. 12:32

Zebulun   "dwelling or habitation"    Zebulun would live by the seashore toward Sidon, and later Tyre.  Zebulun had a prosperous shipping commerce.

With Issachar was to enjoy prosperity from the seas and sand, making them able to offer grateful 
sacrifices to God.

Deborah commended this tribe for risking their lives in battle.  Judges 5:18  Their territory lay between the Sea of Galilee and the Mediterranean which included Nazareth and Cana where Jesus performed many miracles.  Zebulun is mentioned in Isa. 9:1-2, Matt. 4;12-16;  Ezekiel 48:26-33, and Rev. 7:8.

Joseph  "may he" (Jehovah) 
Ephraim  "fruitful"  and Manasseh  "causing to forget", the two sons of Joseph, were blessed as tribes by Jacob.  Gen. 48:8-14    Joshua was of the tribe of Ephraim.  Both tribes had to face the iron chariots of the Canaanites, Josh 17:16, but were kept strong  through Joshua's encouragement and keeping their hope in God.

These two tribes are to be blessed by nature and by God with precious things of heaven and 
earth.  They will enjoy great military power to "push peoples with their horns to the ends of the 
earth"  This was fulfilled in their land during the reigns of Jehoash and Jeroboam II.    


2 Kings 13:25, 14:25

Ephraim  "fruitful" set up the tabernacle at Shiloh.  As the tribe gained importance, it increased in pride.  At first they did not submit to the authority of King David  2 Sam. 2:8-9 until after the death of Ish-bosheth, and some jealousy toward Judah persisted.  Rehoboam was inaugurated as king over the southern kingdom in Shechem, a city within Ephraim's territory.  Later Ephraim would support the northern kingdom.  Its reunion with Judah was often mentioned as the hope of prophets.  After the exile, Ephraim dwelled in Jerusalem.  1 Chron. 9:3  Descendants include Samuel and Deborah.

Manasseh "causing to forget"    A large tribe, it divided on east and west sides of the Jordan River.  West Manasseh seems to have been much larger and trained in warfare.  They were devoted to raising livestock.  East Manasseh was smaller and not clearly defined.  They were mighty warriors and the land they conquered was probably one of the most difficult to win with hills of Gilead and impassable ravines.  Four judges came from Manasseh:  Gideon, Abimelech, Jair and Jephthah.    Later, Manasseh would fall into idolatry  1 Chron. 5:25   and would be carried in Assyrian captivity.  There were significant reforms during the reigns of Asa  2 Chron. 15:9, Hezekiah   2 Chron. 30   and Josiah  34:6-9, but these seem to refer to West Manasseh only.

Benjamin   "son of my right hand"      Benjamin was the youngest and the only one born within the borders of the promised land.  His mother, Rachael, died in childbirth.  Gen. 35:18-19  His demeanor is compared to a devouring wolf, which may refer to the second judge, Ehud, or the whole tribe.  Judges 19:22 - 20:25  Israel's first king, Saul, was a Benjamite whose violence toward David is recorded in Scripture.

Benjamin is to be so closely associated with Yahweh that he would "dwell between His 
shoulders" like a son carried on his father's back.  1 Sam. 17:6  This tribe is distinguished along 
with Judah by its returning in greater numbers from the exile and therefore enjoying the 
corresponding divine favor.  Ezra 1:5, 4:1

The tribe of Benjamin was almost destroyed during the era of the judges.  Judges 20    Notable men from this tribe are Jeremiah, Mordecai and the apostle Paul.

___________________________________________

Each tribe was represented by symbol and a stone on the High Priest's breastplate:

Reuben

water or mandrake plant



turquoise or emerald

Simeon

gate like gate of Shechem or sword

lapis lazuli or sapphire

Levi

breastplate of the High Priest


not represented by a stone

Judah

lion





carnelian or ruby

Dan

snake or scales of justice


topaz or beryl

Naphtali
deer





jasper

Gad

battlefield tents




emerald or diamond

Asher

tree or food




onyx

Issachar
donkey or sun and moon


chrysolite or topaz

Zebulun
ship





beryl or emerald

Joseph

sheaf of grain or grapevine


Manasseh   agate;   Ephraim    jacinth

Benjamin
wolf





amethyst
1

