Lesson 2

Isaiah, Chapters 6-12

When God Judges Nations









Class Notes for August 27, 2019

Last week our lesson focused on the sins of Judah.  Their leaders and judges were corrupt, the people were immoral and idolatrous. They had rebelled against the LORD.  Even their worship was an abomination to the LORD, and He would not hear their prayers.  Through Isaiah, God gave them specific warnings about their sinful behavior as well as the consequences that judgment will bring.  Throughout these condemnations, however, is the promise of redemption and restoration, a future kingdom of peace and righteousness, ruled by the Prince of Peace and King of Kings.

Chapter 6:1-8 
Isaiah's vision and calling
Even though King Uzziah was a righteous ruler during his 52-year reign, the people had been drawn away from God having a sense of security because of their prosperity, military success and increased fortifications. They had rebelled against God, and greed, idolatry and immorality characterized the land.  A king reigned as long as he lived, and at his death his son would assume the throne.  This chapter begins the year that King Uzziah died, 740 BC, when Jotham will begin a 16-year reign. Jotham had already served as co-regent with his father for about 13 years because of his father's leprosy.  The future of Judah seemed to be stable, but the warnings from God would continue as He would send a strong prophet with a strong message.
Isaiah encountered the Lord through a vision of His throne room.  He became unaware of his surroundings and experienced what God was revealing to him.  What Isaiah saw was the heavenly temple only represented by the earthly temple.  This vision is consistent with the Apostle John's experience recorded in Rev. 4:1-11.  
A close look at these verses give us three references to who is on the throne:  

v. 1, 8   Lord, H136 Adonay, is used 434 times in the OT.  It is the emphatic form of Adon, and means 
Lord over all, God of gods and Lord of lords  Deut. 10:17, and Lord of all the earth  Josh 3:11.  


G2962 kurios is used 748 times in the NT and means supreme authority, master.  Both Lord and 
LORD are translated kurios in the NT, even when quoting the OT.

v. 3,5   LORD, H3068  Y'hovah, used 6,824 times in the OT, which means the self-existent or eternal 
God; it is Jehovah, the Jewish national name of God and His covenant name.  Also YHWH, I am.
When these two names are given together, it is translated Lord GOD, i.e. Ezek. 45:9.

v. 8 
Us, plural.  God is One, and God is three persons.  Both Jesus and the Father are shown enthroned.  I could not find any reference to the Holy Spirit on a throne, although His presence at the throne is given.  Rev. 4:5, Isa. 11:1-2
While the word "Trinity" is not found in Scripture, God is understood to be one God  Deut. 6:4  in three Persons:  Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  All three are found in close Scriptural proximity in many verses.  The Trinity cannot be defined but can be described as


-
identical in essence


Heb. 1:3


-
identifiable in person


2 Cor. 13:14


-
ordered in authority


1 Cor. 11:3


-
cooperative in function

Eph. 1:1-14; 1 Cor. 12:3-6


-
united in purpose


Eph. 2:18;  John 5:19-2 
Isaiah 6:9-13

Isaiah's message
Recognizing his own unworthiness, Isaiah was blessed and cleansed by an act of God from His throne.  Isaiah would now accept the commission that the LORD had for him:  Go and tell.  Although Isaiah will bring them God's message, they will not understand.  Their sin has made their hearts insensitive, their ears dull, and their eyes dim.  

The gospel is the power of God for salvation  Rom. 1:16  Why don't people have belief that saves?

They suppress the truth in unrighteousness (not ignorance).




Rom. 1:18

Their foolish heart is darkened, they do not honor God nor give thanks.


Rom. 1:21

A mind set on the flesh is hostile toward God, not able to subject itself to God.

Rom. 8:7

God's word is foolishness to those who are perishing.



           1 Cor. 1:18, 23

The unsaved are spiritually dead in their trespasses and sins.



Eph. 2:1

Natural man cannot accept Spiritual things because they are spiritually understood.
1 Cor. 2:14

Their minds were hardened and veiled until the veil is removed in Christ.


2 Cor. 3:14-16

Satan has blinded the minds of the unbelieving.





2 Cor. 4:4

They have not received a love of the truth.





          2 Thes. 2:10-12

They love money and cannot serve two masters.



        1 Tim. 6:10, Luke 16:13
So, what's the problem?  The problem is made clear in Scripture:  It is a matter of the heart.  The "heart" is one's innermost being, what is loved which impacts on how someone thinks.  Sin corrupts the heart.  The first use of the word is found in Gen. 6:5, "The the LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great on the earth, and every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually."
Those who will not hear or see have a stubborn and rebellious heart.     Jer. 5:23, 7:24

Their heart is deceitful and desperately sick.
Jer. 17:9      They are intent upon evil.   Jer. 22:17

Their heart is arrogant.  Jer. 49:16   Obedience to God is defined by Jesus in Matt. 22:37-40:  

You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
mind. . . . You shall love your neighbor as yourself.
Jesus pointed out that this is exactly the message of the Law and the Prophets!

The heart is corrupt and far from God, so how does anyone have saving belief?
Someone may accept the information in the gospel, a mental process, but not be saved.  Even demons believe.  James 2:19  Saving belief is the work of God to change a stubborn and sinful heart to love Him and obey His commandments.  Salvation requires faith, power which comes from God.    Eph. 2:8-10  
God removes the heart of stone and gives a heart of flesh.



           Ezek. 11:19-20
God will write His law upon their hearts.  He will be their God and they His people.  
Jer. 31:31-33
God will give them a heart to know Him.






Jer. 24:7

Jesus opened their eyes to recognize Him and their hearts were burning as Jesus spoke.
Luke 24:31-32

Jesus opened their minds to understand Scripture.





Luke 24:45

The Holy Spirit guides believers into truth and will disclose all things to us.

John 16:7-15

Those appointed to eternal life believe.






Acts 13:48

For those who are called, Jesus is the power and wisdom of God.



1 Cor. 1:24

Those who have saving belief are chosen, predestined, and sealed by God.


Eph. 1:4-6,13

Also, from Rom. 8:29-30 we know that it is God who knows from all eternity who will be His, He will conform them to be like Jesus, He will give an effective and irresistible call, He will make them righteous before Him, and He will glorify them for all eternity.  Salvation is God's work!

So, how should we pray for those who are lost?  Not that they would change, but that God would save.
Facing a difficult and fruitless ministry, Isaiah asked the LORD, "How long?"  The answer was future destruction and exile, but protection for a faithful remnant who would return.  

Isaiah 7 

Three prophecies
v. 1-9  As chapter 7 begins, considerable time had passed.  Without reference to the reign of Jothan (16 years), Ahaz ruled over Judah as Israel (the northern kingdom) and Aram (Syria) formed an alliance to  war against Judah.  Although this invading enemy would have considerable success, Jerusalem could not be conquered.  The LORD's word of hope through Isaiah came when he named his son Shear-jashub, which means "a remnant will return."  Referring to the northern kingdom as Ephraim (the largest tribe there), they would be defeated.  Peka, the son of Remaliah, was king over Israel when Ahaz ruled in Judah.  In 9 years, 722 AD, the northern kingdom would be overcome by Assyria and exiled. The tribes who had formed the northern kingdom would never return.  No returning remnant was promised for them, and through the years only a few descendants could identify their tribal ancestry.
v. 10-16  The LORD's word to Ahaz was to ask for a sign from Him offering Ahaz an opportunity to repent from his evil ways and seek the LORD.  However, Ahaz, pretending humility, refused wanting only to pursue his own plans.  Isaiah reprimanded Ahaz and the all faithless rulers after David for trying God's patience.  God would send a sign anyway:  a child named Immanuel, "God with us" would be born.  This prophecy was fulfilled with the birth of Jesus.  However, Isaiah says that before this child reaches an age of accountability (knowing good and evil) Ahaz's enemies to the north will be forsaken.   A diet of curds and honey would indicate a basic diet in difficult times in the land because of the invasion. The Hebrew word for virgin means an unmarried woman but not necessarily an immaculate conception.  Although scholars disagree on interpretation of these verses, the logical conclusion could be that a child would be born as Judah's enemies retreated and that God would be honored as the source of their salvation and blessing; therefore the child's name.  Prophecy often has a near demonstration of a future event.  Certainly this prophecy reaches forward to the birth of Jesus.  Matt. 1:23
v. 17-25  The future of Judah is still threatened.  After Israel and Syria withdraw, these countries will be conquered by Assyria which poses a threat to Judah as not seen since the beginning of the Divided Kingdom.  This prophecy continues what began with Ahaz and would continue until Judah was overcome by the armies of Assyria and Egypt.  Supplies will be scarce and agriculture will be neglected, but there will be sustainable resources for the righteous remnant.  
Isaiah 8

Four messages from God

v. 1-4
God sent Isaiah to make a large placard warning Judah of imminent danger, and a son was born to Isaiah who he named Maher-shalal-hash-baz "Swift is the booty, speedy is the prey" a clear indication that Assyria would be victorious before Isaiah's child learned to talk.  Two witnesses were chosen to verify Isaiah's prophecy when it was fulfilled. 
v. 5-15  While Assyria will come like an overflowing flood, the people are to turn to the LORD and

know that He alone is their sanctuary.

v. 16-18  Isaiah's name was prophetic:  Jehovah saves.  His two sons also had prophetic names concerning the future of Judah:  Maher-shalal-hash-baz which told of swift defeat;   and Shear-jashub which promised a remnant who would be preserved.

v. 19-22  Another warning:  Under stress, people who should turn to God may seek to contact the dead through mediums or spiritists which was strictly forbidden.  Lev. 19:26, Deut. 18:10-11.  Verses 21-22 give a dismal view of the frustration, despair and anger they will experience, even to the point of cursing God and the king.  However, insight can be gained from the word of God.  v. 20  
Isaiah 9 and 10
The Messiah, Israel's future invasion
9:1 gives further prophecy concerning the invasion of Assyria naming the areas of the northern kingdom 
west of the Jordan River.  2 Kings 15:27-31 
9:2-7 continue the prophecies concerning the Messiah.  Already we have seen that the Messiah will be 
born of a virgin and named Immanuel.  Isa. 7:14   Isaiah now reveals that the Messiah will be 
God in human flesh, will bring peace on earth, and will rule on David's throne.  Isa. 9:6-7
9:8 - 10:4  This poem recounts the warnings and events sent from God which have remained unheeded 
by Israel.  The repeating refrain is that "His anger does not turn away and His hand is still 
stretched out."  9:12, 17, 21 and 10:4  Their oppression by enemies, the wickedness of their 
leaders, greed, injustice and conflict among themselves have caused great distress, yet they do 
not turn to the LORD.  

10:5-19  Assyria is God's instrument of judgment against Israel (the northern kingdom).  Coming from 
the north, Assyria will invade the northern kingdom and advance into the southern kingdom.  
They are called a godless nation, idolaters.  Although Assyria is God's instrument, judgment is 
due them as well.  v. 12  The Assyrian king's arrogance is recorded in v. 13-14.  God's judgment 
on Assyria is found in v. 15-19.
10:20-27  Remaining true to His covenant with Abraham, God will preserve by His grace the few 
righteous who remain in this apostate nation.  

10:28-34  Isaiah envisions the Assyrian army marching closer and closer to Jerusalem, naming the cities 
as they advance.  Yet, Assyria will fall by the hand of the Mighty One.
Isaiah 11 and 12
The coming King and His kingdom
11:1-10 are prophecies concerning the future Kingdom of God and the reign of the Messiah which will 
bring both peace and judgment.

11:11-16  This second return of the remnant foresees the return of God's people from their exile and 
dispersion; the first was their return following Moses after slavery in Egypt.  There will be unity 
among the descendants of Jacob.  v. 13   They will conquer their neighboring enemies.   v. 14-15
12:1-6  "That day" is the day when Israel will be restored to its land and to peace and security.


God's anger is turned away, and the people are comforted by Him.  He is their salvation and


they will not be afraid.  The restoration of the remnant will bring joy and thanksgiving among 

the people.  They will turn back to the LORD who will supply all their needs.  

The Holy One of Israel will be praised.
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